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Do all whom it may concern :

a citizen of the United States, residing at Al-

legheny, in the county of Allegheny and State -

of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Slate-Cleaners,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had therein to the accompanying
drawing. -
My invention relates to an improvewent in

slate-cleaners; and it consists in an oblong

- flask, to the neck of which is attached an elas-
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tic open frame that clasps and holds a piece
of cloth for cleaning the slate, the neck of the
flask being covered by a perforated hinged
cap, through which water contained in the
fiask 18 to be sprinkled on the slate.
My object is to furnish to scholars a handy,

~cheap, and substantial means for cleaning

20

their slates, to avoid the disgusting habit of |

spitting on them and of using their fingers,
sleeves, or aprons to wipe off whatever marks
or filth they wish to remove from their slates.

- To succeed in my endeavors I adopt for my
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may be used; but I

slate-cleaner a form easily handled or carried,
that may be kept clean by simply removing

the cloth that has been in use and substitut--

ing another therefor. A little water poured

into the flask when its top or lid is raised suf-

fices for a whole day or longer, since by shak-
Ing the flask,its neck being turned down, only
a sprinkling of the moisture escapes. Instead
of a perforated cap or lid, a perforated cork
_ prefer the hinged cap, as
1t 18 not liable to be lost or misplaced.
The accompanying drawing represents my

invention,

A represents an oblong flask with a short
neck, b, on top. On the neckis hinged a per-
forated cap or lid, ¢, that clasps its upper edge
sufficiently to remain closed until opened by
some slight effort. The neck b is placed in

| | the middle on the flask, nearly flush with its
Be it known that I, CHARLES E. RAMAGE, | rear side, to make room in front for a hin ge,

d,to which an open elastic frame, ¢, is hinged,
that is of the length and width of the flask,
and provided on its lower side with a clasp

| that catches under the bottom of the flask.

The front side of the flask is slightly raised,

| forming a shoulder or offset all around it, near
| its edge, of a depth and width to receive the

elastic frame ¢ when bent down and place it

below the surface of the flask. A piece of
cloth spread over the front of the flask when

the frame e is raised will be firmly held by the

under the bottom of the flask. Thus the cloth
may be placed or removed and changed by a
child without the least difficulty. -

I am aware that slate-cleaners with a sponge
in the necks and pads under their bottom are
1n use; -but their form is unhandy, and the ex-
change of pads, when soiled, for clean ones
requires time and a degree of skill that young
scholars generally do not possess. ,

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— ' .

1. A slate-cleaner provided with a hinged
elastic frame that holds a piece of eloth for
wiping and cleaning a slate, substantially as
described. o B

2. A slate-cleaner in the form of an oblong
flask with a neck covered by a perforated cap
or cork, through which the water contained in
the flask may be sprinkled on the slate, in
combination with a hinged frame for holding

a plece of cloth upon the flask, substantially

as described. S
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. | -
- CHARLES E. RAMAGE.
‘Witnesses: | |
L.ou1s MOESER,
T. F. LEHMANN,
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