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To all wwhom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WILLIAM P. GRA‘& of
Ainsworth, in the eeuntv of Whitman, Wash-
ington Terrztory have invented a new ’I,l]d Im-
proved Life- Preserver Holder, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exaet description.

The ebjeet of my invention is to provide a
new and improved device for holding life-pre-
servers, from which device the life-preservers
can be released and permitted to drop upon
deck very rapldh -

The invention consists in frames or gates
hinged to the ceiling-beams of a vessel, on
which frames the life-preservers rest.

The invention also consists in the combina-
tion, with the above-mentioned swinging gates
or frames, of bolts and a sliding spring - bar,
provided with cam projections for unleekmﬂ'
the gates, which then swing downward and
drop the life-preservers on the deck below.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the under sule ef
my improved life-preserver holder. 1Iig. 2
a cross-sectional elevation of the same.

Life-preserversare generally placed between-
strips attached to the ceilings of steam-ves-
sels, &e., and are held in plaee by strips of
wood, or by wires passing under them. In

1 spring

{(No model.)

, J, acting on the bar G, the cam Pro-
JBGtIODS H will be moved from the outer ends
- of the bolts E. Cheeck-studs K prevent these
cam projections from being withdrawn too far.
A cord or wire, L, attached.to the bar G, passes

by an officer or deck-hand. The swinging
oates or frames D can be made any desired
shape, but are-preferably made triangular, as
with this construction they can be made very
light.
- oers are to be provided with hfe preservers,
the commanding officer, or some other compe-
tent person, pulls on the cord I, thereby dr aw-

| ing the bfu' (x in the direction 01 the arrow «’.

| ends of the bolts, thereby withdrawing the
ends of the bolts from the ends of the gates or
frames D, which are thus permitted to swing
dewnwerd As the life-preservers rest on the
frames D, they will drop down as soon as the

L of the several parts of a deck can be pulled
simultaneously, so that all life-preservers drop
together, or the life-preservers between each
two beems-ﬂ-thetls, in a series of compartments
formed by beams B and C—can be dropped;

tlren those of the next section can be dropped,

and so on, as may be desired.  The life-pre-
Servers will not be | injured, and ean be brought
within reach of the passen gers very easily and

many casés the passengers cannot reach the | at once.

life-preservers, or in removing the life- pre-
servers they tear the belts, cords, &e. 1 place
the life-preservers A between the beams B of
the floor above—that is, between the ceiling-
beams—and divide the spacesbetween the ceil-
ing-beamsinto smaller or larger compartments
by means of transverse beams C, each com-

partment containing about from three to six |
" life-preservers.

Each section thus formed is
provided with a downwardly- -swinging frame

or gate, D, which is hinged to the lower edge

of one of the beams B. Af the free or swing-
ing end each gate orframe D is provided mth
a Tecess adapted to receive a transverse slid-

ing bolt, B, in the opposite beam, B, which

bolt E is bent upward at its outer end to hold
an anti-friction roller, F. A bar, G, provided
withacam. pI’Q]eCth]] H, for each bolt I, passes
nnder the bent ends ot the bolts E, aud by a

Wires or cords I/ ean be attached to eacl
bolt II, as shown at I/ in JFig. 2, so that the
swmgmg cates D may be let down singly, 1f it
should be des1rable so to do. |
' Having thus fnlly deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— -

1. The combination, with g atesD beams B,
| projectionattheupper end and passing through
vertical holes in the gates D and beams B, of

1 a spring-held slide-bar, &, having at intervals

a cam projection, H, for eaeh bolt, and arranged
to work under the upper end bend of hook,
whereby the bolts may be simultaneously lift-
ed eut of the gates, as deseribed.

. A Dbolt, E having a head formed by t“e
rlght angled beude at the upper end, and a
| friction-roll, I, journaled in the perallel pear-
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If, in case of an aeeldent the passen:

The cam projections H pass under the bent

gates or frames swing downward. The cords
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and a number of belts, 1, ha,vmg a herlzental .
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ings thus formed therein, in combination with | shown and described, and for the purpose set 13
the beams B and sliding cam-bar, whereby said | forth.
bolt may be readily lifted Wlthout unnecessary 5. The combination, with the beams, of the
friction, as deseribed. swinging gates or frames D, the bolts E the
5 3. Thecombination, with the beamsB of the | anti-friction rollers F thereon and;the bar G,
swinging gates or frames D, the bolts E and | provided with cam projection H suhstantlally
the bar G, provided with cam prq]ectlons H, | as herein shown and descnbed, and for the
qubstantlally as herein shown and descrlbed purpose set forth.
and for the purpose set forth. | | ‘
ro 4. The combination, with the beams B, of the | WILLIAM P. GRAY.
swinging gates or flames D, the bolts E the Witnesses: - 2
bar G, provided with cam prmectmns H, and | A. B. DAvVIs,
the cord or wire Li for moving the bar Gr to M. V. HARPER.
withdraw the Dbolts, substantially as herein | | |
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