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To all whom it maz Y CONCErN :
Beit known that I, LORINDA GALLAHER a

citizen of the United States residing at Wheel
ing, in the county of Ohio and State of West

-Yirginia, bave invented certain new and use-
and I do

ful Impravements in Hoop-Skirts;
declare the following to be a full clear, and
exact desceription of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-

pertains to make and use the same, reference

being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specification.

This mvention hasrelation toimprovements
in hoop-skirts; and it consists in the construc-
tion, combmamon, and arrangements of the
qevm al parts forming the same, substantially

as hereinafter fully described, and specifically

pointed out in the elaims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a rear view
w1th one of the hoop-receiving pockets broken

away. IFig.21s a front ‘VIGW with the lower
part of the apron broken aw ay to show the
knee-opening. Kig. 3 is a side view of a hoop

-skirt constructed according to my invention;

and Iig. 4 1s a detail view, as will be described.
a is the belt.
b b are the front straps, I’ I’ the side straps,
and b° 0° the rear. straps, secured to and de-

pending from the waistband or belt, as shown. |

The rear straps, %, are secured close fogether
to the belt and dwerge toward their connec-

tion with the skirt or lower porﬁon ot‘ the

hoop-skirt, as shown.
% represents the skirt or lower portmn of the

hoop-skirt, supported on the straps b I b*, and
formed of dm]lmg or some other strong mate--____

rial to form the wire and whalebone cases. In
the front the portion ¢ is cut away between
the straps 0 b and down nearly to its lower

edge, forming a triangular-shaped knee- -open- |-

ing, d, w1dest at the top and terminating in

) pomt at 1ts bottom, sufficient of the portion
- ¢ being left below the opening to form a strap |

for securing the opposite sides in front. This

knee-opening permits a free movement of the.

knees of the wearer, as will be described. I

- stiffen the top of the portwn ¢ by wires @', the
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opposite ends of which are secured on elther
side of the opening d, and extend entirely

daround the rear portlon of the skirt, and are

cent outer hoop.

incased in suitable pockets formed of the ma-
terial forming the skirt or portion ¢, as shown.

d*® 1s a cross-strap having its opposite ends
made fast to the straps b b, slightly above the
top of portion ¢, as shown,

pockets formed in its upper and lower edges:
d® is an apron secured to the strap d? and

-hanging over the opening d. I secure the sides
of the apron to the straps 0, and also to the

portion ¢ for a short (hstmce from the top,

This l)_and is stiff--
ened and braced by wires placed in suitable

60:

along the sides of the knee-opening d, to pre-

vent its being worked upward by the move-
ment of the clothing in walking, and I let the
lower portion hang free. It will be seen that
I gather the upper edge of the apron in secur-

Ing it to the strap d? so that it will be ¢“full”
over the opening d and permit a free move-
| ment of the-knees through the same, and yet

prevent the skirts bemn‘ forced through said
opening against the person of the wearer. In
the rear 1 slit the portion ¢ {from the bottom to
the wires d’, providing the slit ¢/, and there is

a iree opemng movement at the bottom, which

is properly limited by the strap ¢

¢ are pockets formed on either side of the
slit ¢’ at the bottom. The ends of the lower
wires, ¢!, work in these pockets ¢’, as will be
descrlbed I take two wires, ¢, of a suitable

]ength and bend them in the mu]d]e, as shown

in Fig. 4, and loop one with the other, lapping
them loosely, so they will slide freely in the op-
eration of the device, as will be described. 1

place the looped ends in the pockefs ¢, and
carry the opposite ends within the pockess

formed on the lower side of the portion ¢ to
the front of the skirt, terminating a short dis-
tance on either side of the point of opening d,
as shown in Fig. 2. The wires ¢!, secured as

| shown, slide freely in the pockets in the rear
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of the portion ¢, and permit the hoops to be
widened in taking a long step, or entering a

carriage, or climbing a fence.

¢ 18 the bustle, secured to the waist-belt and.
| straps 0/ I’ in smtable position in the rear at
or about the same point of connection of the

straps b° 0* with the belt. It is made prefera-
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bly of a single wire bent to form a series of
concentric hoops of such size that each inner
hoop is less in diameter than the next or adja-
These several hoops are ar-
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- or arched shape.
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ran ged in vertical and parallel or nearly par- | porter @2, I secure the upper end of the apron

allel planes, and are secured together by the

or supplemental skirt d°, which extends down

straps ¢’ and the central back-strap, e?, in such | over the knee-opening in the main body and
manner that they form a bustle somewhat in {is secured, as hereinbefore set forth.

the form of a cone. The bustle is secured to
the waistband a, as shown. The sfraps ¢ €
serve to hold the hoops of thebustle inproper
relative position, and also prevent the foldsof
the overskirt from being forced between any
of the adjacent hoops. The skirt-supporting
straps 0% have their upper ends made fast to
the waistband at about the same point there-
on from which the bustle is suspended. Thelr
lower ends are carried downward under and
detached from the bustle, and are passed out-
ward between two of the lower adjacent hoops
or coils, and on opposite sides of the back-
strap €%, so that they may swing freely and
independently of the said bustle. Ordinarily
the straps ¢ form a sufficient brace for the
bustle, and the strap ¢® need only connect the
two outer coils, its function being to limit the
side motion of the lower end of the bustle.
f represents whalebone strips secured In
pockets formed diagonally between the wires
¢t and d in the skirt or portion ¢, and also

‘along the edges of the opening d and slit ¢/,

and give suitable stiffness to the portion c¢.

It will be understood that any number of
pairs of wires ¢* can be employed. Ordinarily
two pairs are sufficient, and in some cases one
pair will afford the necessary stiffness. The
ends in the pockets, being bent and lapped, as
described, do not tear or otherwise injure the
pockets, and are kept in proper position.

In my device the main body or skirt 1s so
formed that its upper edge is on the same level
with or but slightly above the knees, and it 18
suspended on the straps b 0/ 0% so that it has
a free movement. It is composed, as shown,
of two series of hoops, d’ and ¢*t. These hoops
do not extend entirely but only partially around
the skirt. Space is left between their front
ends, as shown., The upper hoops have a
wider space between them than the lower
hoops have. The ends of the lower hoops are
brought closer together, and are united by the
textile connecting-web ¢, while the ends of the
upper hoops are wholly disconnected. The.
lower series of hoops are each made in two
parts, and bent at their rear ends and inter-
lapped, as hereinbefore described. Betweenthe
two series of hoops d’ ¢, I place the skirt-
stiffeners f, of which 1 employ two or more on
each side. These stiffeners have their ends
placed against thelowerhoop of theseriesd/and
against the upper hoop of the series ¢t. They
are arranged in the inclined position shown,
and aid 1n holding the skirf .in proper shape.
The horizontal strap or supporter d*is made
of any stiff material which will preserve curved
I make it of two short pieces.
of hoop suitably'covered, as shown. It hasits.
ends secured to the front pendent straps, 0, at

]

"By the construction and arrangement of the
device hereinbefore described I provide ahoop-
skirt which possesses great flexibility, and
which will adapt itself to the position of the
wearer whether standing or sitting, and will
preserve the overskirts in the very best drap-
ing. The bustle is made of a single piece of
hooping bent as hereinbefore described. It

| has its upper end made fast to the waistband
“a, and is by preference tacked to the two rear

pendent straps, 2. This permits the bustle to
extend well around to the sides, to give proper
drooping to theover-garments. The rear pend-
ants, 0%, are passed down between the wires,
as hereinbefore described. When so arranged
all weight and strain are taken off the bustle.
It more readily adjusts itself, or, rather, retains
its normal shape and position, when the wearer
sits down. Themovementsofthelowerskirt,c,
do not affect the position of the bustle. When

the wearer sits down, the top edge of the body ¢

falls into the flexion of the knee-joint, and the

feet. | |
My object has been particularly to remedy

the difficulties incident to the hoop-skirts of

ordinary construection. In walking, the ordi-

‘nary hoop-skirt will erawl up the front, and

in order to obviate this I provide the whale-
bone strips falong the portion ¢,and use fewer
wire hoops, and incase those used in pockets
instead of hanging them on straps, and Dby

providing the knee-opening d for the knees in

walking, stepping over obstacles, or sitting
down. Also,whenthewiresarehungonstraps,
they rub the shoes, and often catch the back
foot in stepping as theother foot is carried for-

‘ward. Also, bare hoops are likely to catch on

snags or nails in walking and trip the wearer.

The ordinary hoops are also often too narrow

to permit a long step over a diteh or up into

vide the opening or slit ¢/ in the back of the

“skirt or portion ¢, and lap the lower wires or
‘hoops, so they will easily slide and give room
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expansibility of said body permits the cloth-
ing to drop gracefully to the floor around the
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‘a carriage, and in order to obviate this I pro- -
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for a long step, and then fall back to their nor-

mal position. The hoops lapping as described
will permit the wearer to walk 1n a narrow pas-
sage or sit down. without pushing the skirts
out. -The apron serves as a covering for the

knee-opening, and prevents the ends of the
| wire or hoops d’ from slipping under the knee

in walking, | ,

It will be understood thatit might be desira-
ble to construct the hoops. entirely open at
front—that is, without the strap below the
knee-opening d—and have the wearer put on
the apron after purchasing the main portion

-of the skirt.. I prefer, however, the cons{ruc-

points above the main body ¢. It supports | tion before described, as it seems more con-
the front overskirts of the wearer. To thissup- | venientand serviceable.
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Having thus deseribed my invention, what I |
claim, and desire to secure 'by-Letters Patent,
is—

1. The comblmtmn with the main body ¢, |
havmg an opening for the knees on its front
side, and the pendent sapporting-straps b o' 2,
attached to the waistband a, of the horizontal
supporter «*, arranged above the body ¢, and
the apron ¢° having its upper end made fast
to the supporter d?, and its lower end extended

down and covermg the knee-opening in the | i

body ¢, as set forth.

2. A hoop-skirt composed of the waistband
@ and depending straps and skirt or lower por-
tion, ¢, having the knee- -openings d and rear
slit, c’ the wires or hoops d’, extending en-
tuely around the rearof the sklrt ¢ 1n pockets
formed near the top of the same, and terminat-
ing on either side of the openmn' d, and the
hoops ¢*, doubled at their rear ends aml lap-
ping on opposue sides of the slit ¢/, and termi-
nating in front of the skirt ¢ on opposne sides
of the lower point of opemnn' d, substantially
as specified.

3. The combination, in a hoop skirt, of the
waistband a, the bustle e, composed of a, series

and bung upon the waistband and outside of
the skirt-supporting straps, and the skirt-syup-
portmg straps 0% having their upper ends |

made fast fo the belt and their lower ends
passed ‘downward under and detached from
the bustle, and thence outward between two
of the lower adjacent coilsor hoops, and swing-’

ing freely and mdependently of the bustle, as 3 5

set: forth.

4. In a hoop-skirt, the body ¢, composed of
the upper hoops, &', dlsconnected at their front
ends, the lower hoops, ¢*, made in two parts
and disconnected at their front ends,and hav-
ing their rear ends interlapped and shdmg one

10

‘upon the other, and a textile connecting-web,

g,connecting the front ends of the lower hoom
subsmntla.lly as set forth.
5. Theimproved hoop-skirt hereinbefore de- 4 5

| scrlbed consisting of the body ¢, the series of

hoops d’ ¢, dlsconnected at their front ends,
the textile connectmo* web g, the supporter d2
arranged above the upper hoops, d’, the aplon.
d3, made fast to the supporter d? fmd hanging
down over the knee-opening in the front ot the
body ¢, the waistband a,and supporting-straps
connecting the body ¢ to the waistband, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my S]ﬂ*nature in 55
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‘presence of two witnesses.

LORINDA GALLAHER
- Witnesses: |
- M. F. MILLIKEN,"
JAMES A. HENRY.
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