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1o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoHN W. BENNETT, of
Halifax, in the Provinece of Nova Scotia and
Dominion of Canada, have invented a new
and lmproved Stencil-Holder, of which the
following is a full, elear, and exact deseription.

The object of my invention is to provide a
device adapted for conveniently holding sten-
cil-plates, so as to allow of their being inserted
and removed to form any particular name or
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address, as may be required; also for holding |

permanent stencil-plates of any form or shape.
The invention consists in a holder composed
of two slotted clamping-plates, between which

15 the lefters are held so as to be flush with the

lower face of the bottom plate, and provided
with a bandle, as hereinafter descrlbed and

claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

20 dmwmgs forming a part of this specification,

- 1n which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved stencil-holder with a part broken out.
Fig. 2 1s a cross-section of the same.

A B are two plates, preferably made of metal
of suitable length and width, and provided
with one or more longitudinal slots, @ «, of
the shape and form required. These plates
are provided with flanges ¢ at their ends, and
the upper plate, A, is made @$lightly shorter

~than the lower plate, B, so that it will set
closely down thereon. If made of thin sheet
metal, the npper plate may be strengthened by
strips or flanges d along the edges of its slot.
The flanges ¢ of the
tended upward to receive the handle D whieh
serves as a convenient means for holdmg the
device. The upper plate is also provided with
lugs f at its ends, which extend through slots
formed 1n the flange ¢ of the lower plate, and
serve as a means for guiding and retaining the
upper plate. Upon the side flanges of the up-
per plate are springs g, which are formed at
their lower ends with pins %, for entering holes
t, formed in the flanges ¢ ¢ of the two plates,
for retaining the plates in either position-—
that is to say, separated, as shown in Fig. I,
or when moved together to clamp the stencﬂ
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e upper plate, A, are ex- |

| plate.

k
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| the plates A B are held by the pins k. -

S0 that the handle shall not-be in the way.

~The stencil-platesshownat/Zhavetheir
ends bent or offset, so that when they are
placed upon the lower plate the ends will rest .
upon the same af the sides of the slot, while
the middle portion, having upon it the letter,
projects downw ard into the slot, so as to be.
flush with the bottom of the plate B. |

In using the holder the upper ends of the
springs ¢ are to be pressed inward, thereby
disengaging the pins 2, and allowing the lower
plate to drop down the distance allowed by
the Ings /. T'he stencil-plates ean then be in-
serted in the proper order, after which the
two plates are to be brought together, so as
to clamp the stencil-plates, in which position
The
stencil can now be used, the slot in the upper
plate, A, allowing of the brush being passed
over the plate Usualljr there will be two slots -
¢ 1n the plates for two rows of stencil-plates,
50 that both the name and address may be set
up, and 1n that case the handle will come be--
tween the two slots, so that they are easily
accessible; but in ease there should be only
one slot the flanges ¢ may be bent at one side,
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This holder serves to retain the stencil-plates ,,
firmly clamped, so that there is no r1sk of therr

-bending or buckling up.

other shaped slot, as may be reguired.

The holder may bemade ofany Smtable mate-
rialand inany desired form. When constructed
for holding permanently a stencil-plate of any
form, size, or character—such as are used for
marking barrel-heads—the plates A B are to
be made of the same form and size as the sten-
cil, and made with straight, curved, diamond, or
The
upper plate, A, is to be secured nupon the lower
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one by screws or similar devices, the end
flanges and other parts shown not being re-

quired. The stencil-plate will thus be held in
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a firm and substantial manner, so that it will

| be much more durable -and lasting, besides

being more convenient for use.
Having thus described my invention, I claim
asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent— g5
1. In a stencil-holder, the combination of -
two corrfespondmgly slotted plates, A B, hav-
ing upwardly-projecting end flanges, ¢, the .
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plate A being shorter than and fitting between | with pins %, in combination with the clamp-
thetlanges of plate B, as shown and described. | ing-plates A B, having end flanges, ¢, substan-
2. In stencil- holders, the combination of the tially as shown and descnbed

two slotted plates A B, provided with end JOHN WILLIAM BENNETT.
5 flanges, ¢, and guidesf, substantially as showu - Witnesses:
and described. | JAMES H. BROWN,
-3. In stencil-holders, the springs g, provided |- - COLLINS ELL10T.
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