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To all whom it may concern: - | tuse to the plane of the body of the cross-
Be 1t known that I, ISRAEL S. SMITH, of | head. At the middle of the length of this
Washington, in the Distriet of Columbia, have | cross-head, and rigidly secured to the said lip
invented certain new and useful Improve- | «, is a button, b. This button serves as a
5 ments in Paper-Files; and I do hereby de- | means for attaching a holding-down plate to 53
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex- | the cross-head C, and it also serves, in combi-
act description thereof, reference being had to | nation with the latter,as a guide for the hold-
the accompanying drawings, and to theletters | ing-down plate, which I now letter D. The
of reference marked thereon, making a part of | plate D is slotted lengthwise, and it receives
10 this specification. - | through its slot ¢ the neck of the button b. 60
This invention relates to means for holding | This plate is passed transversely through the
papers for the purpose of filing them away to | cross-head over the lip @ and beneath themain
afford ready access toany paper; and the na- | portion of the cross-head. Plate I has free
ture of my invention consists in the combina- | endwise movement, and it is designed  for
15 tion, with a base-board, of looped standards, | holding down the papers upon the board A. 65
cross-heads applied thereto, and slotted hold- | The holes d d through the ends of the Cross-
Ing-down plates, as_will be fully nnderstood | head C are circular, and they are somewhat
from the following description, when taken in | larger than the diameter of the.two parallel
connection with the annexed drawings, in | bars which constitute the standard B. The
20 which— o cross-head C is thus allowed to set obliquely 7o
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im- | to the standard-bars, so that when the hold- |
proved file-holder. Fig. 2 is a vertical longi- | ing-down plate D is pressed npon the mass ot
tudinal section of a part thereof,.and Fig. 3is | paper in the file-holder - the reaction of the
- a vertical cross-section taken through the file- | mass will cause the holdin g-down plates toact
25 holder in the plane indicated by dotted line | as strong levers, the effect of which will be 75
&z on Fig. 1. . that the angles of the holes through the cross-
- In the drawings which I have annexed to | head will bite on the bars of the standard and
this description I have shown two devices for I.ﬂrm]y hold. The cross-headisadjastable,and
holding papers down securely upon the board | can be set at any desired point, according to
3o A. DBoth devices are exactly alike, although | the bulk of the papers which are filed on the 8o
they are arranged in different lines. I prefer | board A. _ | |
to use two; but one contrivance will in some It 1s obvious from what I have above ex-
instances answer the required purpose—to wit, | plained that the holding-down plate is mova-
securely holding down upon the board or | ble toward and from the board A, and that
35 back A letters, papers, or other matter which | this holding-down plate is movable at right 2
it may be desired to file and keep for ready | angles to the standard for the purpose of al-
reference. | S - lowing the papers to be readily taken from the
B designates a standard, which is prefera- | file. o B
bly made of wire of the open or looped form, | I claim— o o | - |
40 and which has its lower part suitably secured | 1. A file-holder composed of a base-board, go
- to the board A. This standard presents two.| a vertical standard consisting of two parallel
parallel bars perpendicular to said board, | bars, a cross-head adapted to slide apon said
which are designed to form side stays, and also | barsand provided with a lon gitudinal slot and
guides for the holding-down devices that will | lip, and a slotted holding-down plate passing -
45 now be explained. I -- through said eross-head and under a button 95
C designates a cross-head, which is perfo- | secured to the lip thereof, adapted to operate -~
rated to receive through it the wires or bars | to hold the papers, substantially as specified.
constituting the standard B. This cross-head 2, The combination, in a file-hclder, of the
- 18 slotted longitudinally, and the outer nar- | base-board A and the standards B, secured =
5o row lip, a, is upset so that it is in a plane ob- | thereto, the cross-heads C, provided with lips 1co
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a, and upset_, as described, the slotted holding- | - Intestimony whereof Laifix my.Si_gna'tn're,in |
down plate D, and the button b, extending | presence of two witnesses, this20th day of Sep-
through the slot and secured to the lip @, the | tember, 1832, -

plate and cross-head being adapted to set in I. 8, SMITH.
¢ an oblique position when pressed upon the pa- | - Witnesses:
pers, substantially as and for the puarposes J. J. MCCARTHY,

specified. | WILLIAM ALEXANDER.
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