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To all whom it may concern : -
Be it known that I, WiLL1AM H. DREW, a

citizen ot the United States, residing in La | ening the lever at

Porte, in the county of La Porte and State of
Indiana, bave invented a new and useful Im-

provement in Carpet-Stretchers, of which the | knob on its end for retaining the parts togeth-

following is a specification. _

In my improved carpet-streteher the device
for seizing the carpet, consisting of a block or
pad furnished with numbers of fine sharp teeth

on 1ts under surface, is adapted to be pressed-

down upon the carpet by the knee, hand, or
foot of the operator, so as to grasp the carpet
firmly, and is connected to a slotted sharp-
pointed pulling-lever by means of a ratchet or
toothed draw-bar. Thedraw-baris preferably

~connected to the carpet-seizing device by a

ball-and-socket joint, so that the operator, by
tilting the pulling-lever from one side to the
other, may pull the carpet in slightly different
directions, as may be necessary to bring the
edge thereof square against the wall. The top
of the socket of the ball-and-socket joint is eut
away,so that thedraw-bar may lie or be folded
back on the carpet-seizing device. The under
surface of the carpet-seizing device is prefer-
ably provided with teeth in alternate strips or

_Sections, and the upper surface is cushioned

for the convenience of the operator. The
ratchet-teeth on the draw-bar 1 cut in a pecu-
liar form, to prevent the teeth from becoming
disengaged with the pin or pivot of the lever
when the draw-bar occupies different inclina-
tions. - |

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, and in whieh simi-
lar letters of reference indicate like parts, Fig-

‘ure 1is a side elevation of a device embodying

my invention. Fig. 2 is a plan view, and Fig.
318 a detail bottom view of the carpet-seizing
device. |

- In the drawings, A represents the lever,
which is provided with a sharp metallic point

or foot, @, secured in the end of the lever A, |

adapted to be foreced into the floor to consti-

- tute the fulcrum of the lever, and is also pro-
vided with a slot or opening, a/, adapted to re-
~ ceive the ratchet-arm or draw-bar B. The
~draw-bar B is provided with ratchet-teeth b,
adapted to engage the pin a2, inserted through
the lever A transverse to the slot a’, at about its
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middle. The lever A is provided with slotted
metallic facings A’, for the purpose of strength-

1S subject to the greatest strain. The free end
of the ratchet bar is provided with a ball or

er. The draw-bar B is secured to the carpet-
seizing device C by a ball-and-socket joint, b’.

this pivotal point, where it

55

The carpet-seizing device C is provided with a 6¢

number of fine sharp teeth, ¢, on its under sur-

face. These teeth are preferably inserted at
an angle, projecting forward in the direction
the carpet is to be strained, so as to cause the

same to engage more readily therewith. The 65

teeth are preferably arranged on the under
surface of the block in strips or sections (7,
leaving blank spaces C? between them, as, ar-
ranged in this way, the same number of teeth

will in effect take hold of a larger section of 70

carpet. The upper surface of the carpet-seiz-
ing device is provided with a cushion, C?, for
the knee of the operator. The teeth b in the
draw-bar are hooked or recessed, as shown at
0% so that at whatever inclination the draw-

bar B is placed there will be no tendency for

1t to become disengaged with the pin a® of the

lever A. The socket of the ball-and-socket
jJoint is provided with a slot, 5%, so that the
draw-bar may be folded back upon the carpet-
seizing device. |

In practice the operator places his knee or
other portion of his body on the cushion of the
carpet-selzing device, whereby its teeth are
caused to engage with the carpet, and then,
by operation of thelever A, stretches the car-
pet into position. By means of the bali-and-
socket joint the foot of the lever may be in-

serted in different positionsin the floor, or the

top of the lever may be oscillated from side to

| Side, so that it will be seen that the carpet may

be stretched in whatever direction it may be
necessary tocause its edge to fit snugly against
the wall without changing the position of the
carpet-seizing device. -

The sharp teeth ¢ in the bottom of the car-
pet-seizing device are made of fine steel, and

may preferably be secured in a thick piece of

leather secured to the block.

Having thus deseribed my Invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—
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1. The combination of a lever having a | face, with the ratchet draw-bar B and le_ver.A, 15
sharp foot adapted to be set in the floor to | substantially as specified.

- constitute its fulerum, a carpet-seizing device, 4, The comhination of the carpet-seizing de-
and a ratchet draw-bar for connecting the lat- | vice C, provided with sharp teeth ¢ on its un-
g ter to said-lever, substantially as specified. der surface, arranged in sections U/, with in-

2. The combination of a carpet-seizing de- | termediate blank sections, C? with lever A and zo
vice, C, provided with teeth on its under sur- | ratchet draw-bar B, substantially as specitied.

face, ratcheted draw-bar B, connected there- In witness whereof 1 have hereunto set my
with by a ball-and-socket joint, and slotted | signature this 5th day of March, A. D. 1385
‘10 lever A, provided with sharp foot «, substan- _ | v
tially as specified. _ o WILLLAM H., DREW.
3. The combination of the carpet-seizing de- In presence of— |
vice C, provided with sharp teeth ¢ on its un- - JOHN K. WALKER,

Tl

der surface and cushion C/ on i1ts upper sur-

J. THEO. BALL.
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