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To a’l whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, FRANK. P. PICKING, of
Sparkill Independence, in the county of Pit.

kin and State of Colorado, have invented a |

new and hnproved Fuse Catter and Capper,
of which the following is.a full, clear, and ex-
act description.

The object of my invention is to provide a
new and improved device for cutting tuses
and securing explosive caps on the ends of the
same. |
"~ Reference is to be had to theaccompanying
drawings, forining part of this specitication, in
whiceh similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figares.

Ifigure 1 is a perspective view ol my im-
proved fuse-cutter. Iig. 2 1s a perspective
view of the same, showing the mannper of ta-
pering the end of a ftuse. Fig.d 18 a4 Cross-
sectional elevation through the jaws, showing

the manner of tapering the end of a fuse..

Fig. 4 is the end of a fuse with the shell of a
cap placed on the same, the cap being shown
it section. Fig. 5 is a similar view, showing
the manner of pressing the cap on the fuse,
Fig. 6 is a longitudinal elevation of the fuse-
cutter, showing the wanner of forming the
' Fig., 7 is a eross-sectional
glevation of the same, TFig. § is a longitudl-
nal elevation ot the cap, showinyg the siame se-
cured on the end of a fuse.

The pliers A have three transverse grooves,
B C D, intheinnersurtacesofeach jaw,of which
grooves the middle ones, O, are made tapering.
The outer groove, 1), of one jaw contains a cut-
ting-disk, 15, which is scenred transversely i
the groove, and which disk, when the jaws are
closed, passes into a groove, I, in the groove
D of the oppo:ite jaw, and parallel with the

jaw, The said disk is used to cutafuse, which

is placed in the groove D) of the opposite jaw,

whereupon the two jaws are pressed togethber,
whereby the end of the fuse is cut off squarely

and evenly, and the fuse will not be dimaged.

The end of the fuse IF cut ofl in this manner 1s

'

placed between the jaws of the pliersaud with-
in the tapering grooves C, and is pressed be-
tween the said jaws, whereby the end of the
fuse will be tapered. An explosive cap, G, 18
then placed on the end of the fuse, and the
fuse aud the cap are placed between the jaws
and in the grooves B, and the inner end of the
cap G is pressed on the end of the fuse. The
fuse must be tapered so that it will easily en-
ter the cap . The fuseand the cap are then
held between the jaws of the pliers in the
grooves B, and then annular grooves a a must
be formed in the inner end of the cap to hold
the said eap on the fuse, and part of the

metal of the ecap must be forced into the fuse.

This is accomplished by means of a metal
strip, H, provided with a tapering slot, J, and
with a handle, K. The projecting end of the
cap ( is passed through the slot J and moved
toward the narrow end of the same until the
edges of the slot press firmly agaivstthemetal
of the cap. Thenthe plate orstrip Histarned
and gradually forces the metal of the cap in-
ward, whereby the annular grooves a will be
formed. The cap is thus held firmly on the
fuse and a perfectly air and water tight joint
is formed, and the explosive mass in the eap
cannot be injured by water or in any other
way or manter. |

Iaving thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. A tuse cutting and capping tool provided
with the opposite tapering grooves C G in its
jaws, whereby the end of the tuse may bemade
slightly conical, as and for the purpose speci-
fied.

2. The combination of the tool having the
opposite grooves B B in its jaws, and the me-
tallicstrip 1, having the taperingslot J,as and
for the purpose specified. |
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