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5 ful Improvements in Brick-Forks; and I do
hereby deelare the following to be a full, clear,:
and exact description of the invention, such as_f_
will enable others skilled in the art to which-
| each prong, as shown in Ifig. &,
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(INo model.)

To all whmn it may concern :

Be it known that I, EDWARD DAWSON of
Aubum 1n the county of Sangamon and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-

16 pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in:
brick-forks ; and it consists of certain features'
of construction and combinations of parts here-
inafterdescribed,and pointed outin the claims.:

Tn manufacturin o bricks, immediately after.
15 they are formed in proper shape, they are set
upon their edges to dry, preparatory to then:
being placed in a kiln for burning. In order
the bricks
should be separated, whereas when they are
finished by the machine they are usually left

to facilitate this drying process,

10 ¢lose contact. As it is too slow a process
to remove the bricks from the machine singly,
and 1f removed in numbers it requires much
time to separate them, 1 have invented a brick-
fork by means of whlch a number of bricks
may be moved at once and set on their edges
in hacks or on pallets and properly separated
without consummg any time 1n separatmg
them.

Large quantities of bricks are made by ma-

chmes that make two. holes in each brick-

through the flat or thin way of the bricks. I
will describe a fork embodying my invention

that 1s made in a convenient shape for moving |
this kind of bricks by inserting the prongs of |

- the fork into the holes in the bricks.
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In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in per-
spective of my device. I‘lg 2 shows a combi-

nation of parts as used in the internal con- |

struction of my device. Fig.3 is an isometrie
view of one of the prongs of the fork. Iig. 4
1s a vertical longitudinal sectional view of one
of the prongs of the fork, showing its internal
constructlou and outside attachments., Ifigs.

5 and 6 are end views, showing different man-
ners of making the prongs of the fork.

A represents the head of the fork. A con-

venient way of making this head is to use two
plates properly secured toeach other, but sepa-

-the crooked lever .
inside of the handle B; or the said hand!e if

| tween these certain parts of the device here-

inafter described. To one side of the head i1s
attached the hollow handle B, and to the

other side are attached the two prongs C.-
Upon the said prongs are placed the movable

thimbles¢. These thimbles are each provided
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with a pin passing through the thimble from

side to side and operating in a slot made in
Ifso desired,

short slots might be made in the prongs in

‘which to operate these pins, instead of the con-

tinuous slot shown. Inside the hollow prongs
C are placed and operated the rods or con-
nections C’.
cross-bar @, operating inside of the bead A.
The cross-bar a is connected by the rod b to
The rod 0 may operate

made solid, may have a groove in which to
operate the said rod. Tlle crooked lever b/ is
fulerumed at * to an attachment of thie han-
dle B in sueh a manner that by pressing on

the handle of the said erooked lever the rods

C/,by meauns of their attachments to said lewer,
qhall be thrust forward in the direction shown
by the arrow in Ifig, 2.

The internal and external adjustments of
parts in connection with the prongs are shown
in the sectional view, Ifig. 4, where the rod €
is shown as thrust forward, carrying with 16
the thimbles ¢ and extending them or separat-
ing them, as shown.
are-shown with their ends in contact.

As shown in Fig. 4, the pin ¢/ passes through
a tight-fitting hole in the rod ’, while the pin
¢ passes through a slot in said rod, and the
pin ¢’ operates in a still longer slot 1 in the said
rod.

By operating the lever i/ the rod C/ may be
drawn back, together with the pin ¢/ and the
attached thimble ¢, and these will in tarn
draw back the other thimbles until the parts
arein the position shown in Ifig. 1. The same
result may be had by holding the fork in a
vertical position, with the prongs uppermost,
when the parts by their own gravity will re-
turn to their position, as in Fig 1.

The thimbles next the head A are not mova-
ble, and it is better to have thern pass through

These rods are attached to the

In Fig. 1 the thimbles
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o rated at a suitable dlstance for operating be- | the heafl to give additional strength to the 100
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parts, and in such a case these thimbles and | seribed ; also, in place of two prongs, ons

the prongs C are slotted inside the head A, as

shown In Ifig. 1, in a suitable manner for at-
taching the cross-bar a to the rods C’ and op-
erating the same.
N & . » - -3 . _

the operation of my device 18 as follows:

“The parts being in the position shown in Ifig.

-1, the prongs of the fork are either inserted in
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the holes of the bricks or are placed under the
bricks in such a manner that the bricks shall
rest on the said thimbles as supports, in which
manner the bricks are lifted from the brick-
machine. While tlie bricks are held on the
torls, by pressing on the lever i’ and by means

of the aforesaid attachments, the rods €/ are |

moved forward, carrying the pins ¢’ and the at-
tached thimbles and the brick resting on these
thimbles. When these parts bave moved a
short distance—say one-fourth inch—the pin
¢ is engaged Dby the shoulder at the end of
the slot in which pin ¢* operates, and this, too,
is moved along. XNext the pin ¢’ is in like
manner engaged and carried along until the
thimbles or supports for the brick are in the
position shown 1n I'ig. 4, with the bricks on the
fork separated in the same manner and dis-
fance as the thimbles are separated, 1n which
separated condition the bricks are placed in
hacks or on pallets for drying.

In case 1t is desired  to use these forks for
removing bricks that are made without holes
in them, as the fork would have to be applied
to the under side of the bricks, prongs might
be made, as shown at C?, Ifig. 5, with sleeves,

35 as at ¢!, instead of the thimbles before de-

might be used with a broad sleeve, ¢>. (Shown
in Fig. 6.)

I do not limit myself to the precise con-
struction herein described, as almost every
portion of the deviee could be made in various
ways and still accomplish the same result.
Ifor instance, in place of the slots in the rods
C’, notches on the side of the rod or pins ex-
tending laterally from the said rod to engage
the pins ¢/, ¢* and ¢’ would produce the same
resuit. |

VYWhat I claim is—

1. A brick-fork by meansof which the bricks
may be separated by a manipualation of the
fork while the bricks are on the fork, substan-
titally as and for the purpose set torth.

2. In abrick-fork, movablethimbles, sleeves,
or supports, upon which bricks may be lifted
and separated by a manipulation of the fork,
substantially as shown and deseribed.

3. In a brick-fork, the combination, with
movable sapporfts upon whieh bricks may be
lifted, of a lever and attachments, by the op-
erating of which the bricks may be separated
while they are supported on the fork, substan-
tially as deseribed, and for the purpose speci-
iied.

Intestimony whereof Isign thisspecification,
in the presence of two witnesses, this 19th day
of January, 1883, "

EDWARD DAWBSON.

Witnesses:

HENRY DAWSON, Jr.,
MATTHEW C. DAWSON,
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