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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

'ERNEST MENDUM, OF MELROSE, AND SYLVESTER G. SWETT, OF BOSTON,
 MASSACHUSETTS. .

PROGRAMME-CARD FOR DANCES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letfers Patent No. 276,191, dated April 24, 1883,

Avpplication filed November 17, 1882.

{INo model.)

To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that we, ERNEST MENDUM, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Mel- |

" rose, in the county of Middlesex, in the State
¢ of Massachusetts, and SYLVESTER G. SWETT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bos-
ton, in the county of Suffolk and State of Mas-
sachusetts, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Programme-Cards for Dances, of which the
ro following is a full, clear, and exact de=cription.
The object of this invention is to provide a
programme or order of dances for balls and
other dancing parties and the like, whereby
theuseof the pencil for the recording or noting
1z of engagements of partners for the respective
dances of the programme is obviated, it being
thus possible to reuse the programme-cards
for a series of entertainments, keeping them
clean and free from pencil-marks.

The invention consists in programme-cards
adapted to receive cards or strips containing
the names of the respective dancers, which
cards or strips may be inferchanged among
the programmes of the dancersas the dancers
2¢ are engaged as partuers for any of the num-

bers or dances of the entertainment, substan-
tially as hereinafter specified and claimed.
The accompanying drawings show pro-
oramme-cards or parts of programmes em.
30 bodying various forms of our invention, like
partsbeing similarly designated in the several
figures; and Figure 1 shows in plan view a
programme-card with a skeleton name-card
holder arranged centrally thereon, with the
3t characters of the dances at the left and the
names of their composers or whence they are
taken at the right. Tig.2is a similar view ot
a programme-card wherein a rack at one side
is adapted to receive movable cards with the
40 names of the dances and a rack at the other
side movable cards of the dancers. Iig. 318
" a similar view of a modified form of a rack in
which pockets are formed to receive the name
cards or strips of the dancers and the face of
45 the rack takes the nawmes of the dances. Ifig.
4 is a longitudinal section of said card and
rack, TFig. 5 is a plan of a double-rack pro-
oramme-card, in which the racks have a se-
ries of pockets for the name-cards. Fig. 6 1s

20

zo a longitudinal section of the card and raek of |

| Fig. 5; and Fig. 7 is a plan view of a pro-

ocramme-card, paitly broken away at the bot-
tom corher, for interchangeable name-cards, in
which slots are made to receive the ends of
the cards.

The programme-card a, Fig. 1, may be of any
of the materials usually employed in the mak-
ing of such articles, and have priuted or other-
wise placed thercupon an order of dances.
Centrally of such programme-card is secured
a skeleton rack, . This rack may be of pa-
per, card-board, sheet metal, plastic material,
wire, or other matter, and is made up ot lon-
oitndinal side pieces, ¢, and connecting cross-
pieces d, with open spaces ¢ between.” This
rack may be attached, as by paste, cement, or
other fastening, to the programme-card by its
ends and cross-pieces in such manner as (o

leave peckets beneath the spaces ¢, open at

each side along the side pieces, ¢, S0 as 10 per-
mit the insertion of name cards, slips, or 8trips

£ in said rack beneath the side pieces in such

manner as to expose at e tife inscription on
said cards. These cards fmay be fornished
with the programmes and the holdei’s name
inseribed thereupon before engaging in the
dances, and in the event of an individuoal,
club, or association giving a number ot enter-
tainments throughont a season the members
thereof may have these cards engraved or
printed, or otherwise previously prepared for
the occasions with their names, thus wholly
avoiding the use of the pencil. The rack b 1s
made sutficiently rigid tohold the cards against
accidental displacement. |

In using my programmes the parthers, as
engaged, exchange cards, strips, or slips con-
taining their names, one taking those cards
from the programmes which stand opposite
the dance for which he engages his partner
and placing his card in the rack of his part-
ner’s programme opposite said dance and his
partner’s card in the rack of his programme

opposite the same dance, thus.quickly and

without writing making the engagement for
botl. |

In Tig. 2 the racks b b are of substantially
the same construction as that shown in Fig.
1; but this programme is intended for repeated
reuse, and to this end the two racks are em-
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ployed, one to receive movable cards with the
names of the dances, the order of which may

“be varied as desired, and the other to receive

the dancers’ cards. These cards are shown,
some wholly and some partly in place in the
racks, in order to illustrate the mode of oper-
ation. | -

This form of programme-card is admira-
bly adapted for a series of balls or dancing-
parties projected for a season, it enabling

the entertainer to supply himself with cards |
containing a great variety of dances, from

which he may select at his pleasure, thus sav-
ing the buying of new programme-cards for
Thisform of programme-
card enables persons who usually associate to

providethemselves with programmesofvery or-

nate designs and with engraved cards contain-
1ng theirown names and the namesof the usual
dances, so that when attending a dance the

holders of these programmes can readily ar-

range their own programmes from those pre-
viously prepared by those conductingthedance.

In Iigs. 3 and 4 wehave shown the card-rack
made with a solid face to receive the names of

- the dances, and beneath these names pockets
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45 name-cards fare passed through these slots or |

g are made toreceive the dancers’cards. - These
pockets are formed by cross-pieces & beneath
or on the under side of the rack. The three-
fold thickness of the back of the card, Fig. 4,
1s Immaterial, it being understood that the
material of the programme-cards will be suffi-
ciently stiff to support the rack. |

In Kigs. 5 and 6 we have shown two racks
to the programme-card, each having a series
of pockets for the name-cards. The proximity
and security of union of the procramme card
or body and racks in these two forms of pro-
grammes, Ifigs. 3, 4, 5, and 6, aid in holding
the cards in place. | | |

In Fig.7 the rack is made in the body of the
programme-card itself by intermittently slot-
ting or providing pockets ¢ in the same at
points opposite the dances. The ends of the

| pockets 7 substantially as indicated, and, for

| hame-cards easier, the programme-cards may
be depressed between the slots.

Now, our programme-cards may be prepared
and arranged wholly as fancy dictates, both
as to material and finish; and our invention
therein consists in providing such with ready
means for noting the engagements of partners.

What we claim is—

1. The method of indicating dance-engage-
ments between partners by means of pro-
gramme-cards on which are designated the
numbder and special order of the dances se-
lected and the names of the composers or the
source of the music therefor, and provided
with racks or other snitable means for receiv-
ing and holding removable and interchange-
able strips, upon which the names of the par-
ties engaged are or can beinseribed, and which
strips are exchanged by such engaged partners,
and the engagement indicated by placing such
strips in the proper receptacle on their re-
spective programme-cards, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. A programme-card for dances, contain-

selected and the nawmes of the composers or
source of the music therefor, and provided
with racks or other snitable means for receiv-
Ing and holding removable and interchange-
able strips upon which the names of the hold-
ers of the programme-cards are or may Dbe in-

among the cards of the dancers in engaging
partners, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof we have hereanto set
our hands this 10th day of November, A. D,
1882, |

ERNEST MENDUM.
SYLVESTER G. SWETT.

Witnesses: |
CHAS. H. UNION,

JOSIAH P. MENDUM.

security sake and to make the insertion of the

ing the number and special order of the dances

scribed, and which strips are exchangeable
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