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SHIPPING-TAG.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 276,16, dated April 24, 1883,
Application filed December 1, 1832. (No model.)

To all whom il may concern:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM I, EDWARDS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Cin-

cinnati, in the county of Hamilton and State |

¢ of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful

" Improvements in Shipping-Tags, of which the

following is a specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

The object of my invention is to furnish a

10 tag, card, or label that can be used by a con-

signor for shipping boxes, barrels, and other

receptacles containing goods of any kind, and -

then employed by a consignee for returning
to the owner the ‘empties,” as they are tech-
iz nically termed. To accomplish this result I
construct the tag of stiff paper, sheet metal, or

other suitable material or materials, and write,

print, or otherwise display on its face the
names and addresses both of the consignor
20 and consignee, which inseriptions are prefer-
ably disposed longitudinally of the tag. Kur-
thermore, I provide the head of the tag with a
pair of keepers, and fit therein a shiftable slide
having printed near one end the words “From,”
2¢ “To,” while the opposite end of said slide dis-
plays the words ¢ To,” ¢ From,” these inscrip-
tions being arranged so as to be exposed at
the face of the tag. When the box or other
receptacleis first shipped, this slide is so dis-
30 posed asto bring the word “From” in line with
the address of the consignor, and the word
“To” in line with the address of the consignee;
but when the “empty?” is to be returned, said
slide is so adjusted as to bring the other word
3¢ “TFrom?” in line with the address of the con-
signee, while the other word ¢“To ” is in line
with the address of the consignor, thereby in-
dicating that the package is to be sent back
to the party who shipped it, as hereinafter
more fully deseribed, and pointed out in the
claims. |
My invention further consists in providing
the shiftable slide with a pair of shoulders
that limit its play in either direction, as here-
4t inafter more fully described, and pointed out
in the claims. 3
Another feature of ny invention consistsin
providing the shiftable slide with two holes,
through either one of which, and also through

40

| the slide.
‘detached from the tag, card, or label.

wherewith the device i1s secured to a box or
othershipping packageor receptacle,asherein-
after more fully described, and pointed out in
the claims.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 shows g5
the face of my improved tag, the slide being
set to indicate the party to whom the box is
to be shipped. Fig.21is aplan of a portion
of the under side of said tag. Fig.3 is an-
other face view of the tag, but showing the 6o
slide shifted to indicate that the box is to be
returned to the consignor. Iig. 4 is a plan of

-a portion of the under side of said tag. . Figs.

5 and 6 are respectively face and under side
views of a modification of the tag. Fig.7isa 63
plan of the under side of a modified form of
I'ig. 8 is a face view of the same

My card, label, or tag consists of a head, A,
and two tablets, B O, said head being perfo- 7o
rated at a, to admit the tack, cord, or other
fastening device, while the tablets are ruled,
respectively, at b ¢, to indicate where the ad-
dresses of theconsignorand consignee areto be
written; but when a great number of the tags 7«
are to be used the proper addresses may be
printed, stenciled, or otherwise portrayed on
sald tablets. The head A is slotted longitudi-

| nally in four places, so as to afford two loops

or keepers, D I, which serve to retain the 8o
shifter or slide If, the preferred shape of the
Jatter being shownin IFigs,2and 4. Reference
to these illustrations will show that the slide
is a long narrow strip of material with a lat-
eral projection, (, having two shoulders, ¢ ¢/, 8z
that serve as stops to limit the play of said
slides in either direction. Iurthermore, this
slide has two holes, H H/, either one of which
can be brought in line with the aperture « of
the tag, according to the direction in which go
said slide is shifted. The slide has printed on
its face the words *Krom,” “To,” and ¢“To,”
‘“ From,” these inscriptions being arranged as
seen 1n Fig. S. -

To use this tag the ends of slide K are in- g3

| serted in the keepers D K, and said slide is

shifted until the shoulder ¢’ strikes against
the keeper L, as seen in Ifig, 2, which act
brings the word *Y¥rom?” in line with the ad-

go a hole in the tag, is passed the cord or tack | dress on tablet B, while the word “To” is in 10¢
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line with the address of tablet C, thus show-
ing at a glance the name of the Shlppﬁl and
party to whom the package is sent. (See Fig.
1.) Fuarthermore,when the slide is in this po-
gition, its hole H is coincident with the hole
a ot the tag, and the attaching cord or tack
being now passed through these holes H a, ac-
cidental shifting of said slide is eﬂectmlly
guarded agamst As soon as 1t 1s desired to
return the box or other “empty?” to the con-
signor the tack is withdrawn and the slide

shifted as far as the shoulder or stop ¢ will |

allow, as seen in Fig. 4, which changed posi-
tion of said slide brings the other word ¢ From?”
in line with tablet C, and the other word ¢“To?”

2%6,16%

said devices may consisteither of raised or sunk-

en letters. This modification of theinvention

would render the tag especially adapted for

use on ratlroads, so as to designate the proper 4g

disposition to be made of freight-cars.
Instead of the words ¢ From?” and ¢ To,” the

slide or shifter may be inscribed with any other

words, characters, or devices capable of con-
veying the same meaning. Finally, the slide
may be shifted longitudinally of the tag, card,
or label, or equivalent device.

1 clalm as my invention-—

1. An improved shipping tag, label, or card
of suitable material, having two separate lines
or series of lines or spaces for address upon its

in line with tablet B thus exactly reversing
the directions of the tag, and showing that the
box 1s to be shipped back to the party who
sent 1t, as represented in Fig. 3. In this new
position of the slide its hole H’ is coincident
with the hole a, so as to receive the cord, tack
or other retaining device.

The above is a description of the preferred
construction of my tag; but the device may be
modified, as seen in Figs. 5 and 6, where the
slide or shifter is adapted to have a recipro-
cating rotary movement being pwoted to the
tag at 1.

If1g. 7 represents the slide as a plain strip
of materlal without any lateral projection, the
holes H H’ being located along the median
line of said slide, which may be of a different
color to the tag, so as to contrast therewith.

Whichever construction is adopted, it is ap-
parent that the slide, being situated between
the tag and box or other receptacle, 18 not lia-
ble to be rubbed or otherwise injured, and
when the tag is tacked down at all corners
there 18 no chance of the slide being detached.

In some cases the tag and slide may be made
of sheet metal, and the inscriptions on both of

1ront face, one space for the shipper and the

other space for the consignee, and provided
with a shiftable slide for changing the charac-
ter of address, so that the same card, tag, or
label shall serve to forward goods or drtlcles

| to market and for the return of the empty case
to the shipper, substantially as herem de-

scribed.

2. A shipping tag, card, or label consisting
of the head A a, tablets B C, keepers D E,
and 1nscribed slide or shifter F, the latter be-
ing plerced with a pair of holes, H H’, for the
purpose specified. |

3. A shipping tag, card, or label consisting
of the head A «, tablets B C, keepers D E
and inscribed shlfter or slide b which latter
has an extension, G, provided wu;h shoulders
g ¢’y and perforations H 11/, for the purpose

'Speclﬁed

-~ In testimony whereof I affix iny signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM F. EDW’ARDS.

Witnesses:
JAMES H. LAYMAN,
SAMIL. S, CARPENTER.
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