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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, GEORGE T. LAWRENCE,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Greenfield, in the county of Frank-
lin and Stateof Massachusetts, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Chin-
Rests for Violins, of which the following 1s a
specification, reference being had therein fo
the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to certain lmprove-
nmients in violin chin-rests.

It consists essentially of a plate, formed in
the manner hereinafter described, adapted to
bear lightly upon the violin tail-piece, being
held to place against the violin proper and
the tail-piece button by the elastie force of the
material of which 1t 18 ‘composed, as will be
hereinafter fully set forth. The chin-rest is
s0 formed that when in place it will bear but
lightly upon the tail-piece, but not at all upon
the sounding-board, so that through it no re-
sistabhce will be offered to vibration.

In my drawings, Figure 1 1s an end eleva-
tion of the chin-rest as applied to a violin.
Fig. 2 1s a side elevation of the same. Fig.
3 is a transverse section of a violin, showing
the rest in position,

Similar reference-letters in the drawings
and specification refer to like parts in all fig-
ures.

Referring to the drawings, A is the violin,
and B the chin rest in position. Tiie rest is
irregular in shape, and formed preferably of
sheet metal. It isadapted to fit over the vio-
iin at the part where the chin of the performer
without the chin-rest would bear on the sound-
ing-board. The metal which composes the
rest is preferably widest at the part «, which
isintended, when the rest is in position, tobear
directly upon thetail-piece 1)'.. Thenarrowest

portion of the said rest 1s the part o, which:

is curved in an S form and padded or cush-
ioned, so that when 1t bLears upon the under
side of the violin-body 1t will not serateh the
sarface of the same. The portion C of the

chin-rest is bent in the ogee form, and it is
adapted to receive the chin of the performer.
A portion of 1t is bent downward to form the
portion a intended to bear upon the tail-piece. |

(N0 model.)

The part ¢ is bent back and upward against
the upright portion g of the rest, and is theuce
curved outward toform a hook, ¢, which serves
as a bearing or hold to be fixed over fhe coliar
of the perf{)rmer In the upright porticn ¢ is
formed a hole, f, located prefembly toone side
of the Oenter, which 1s intended to fit over the
button ¢’, by which latter the chin-rest is held
firmly atmnst lateral motien.

In .«.umiymn iy chin-rest to place upon the
violin I first slip the curved end d under the
back of the same, so that the hole £ will come
opposite the buotton ¢. I now lift the rest
upward and spring 1t until the arch in the up-
per portion ot the said rest comes opposite to
the tail-piece D/, when it is released and finds
its place at the same time that the opening f
finds 1ts place over the button ¢’. The chin-
rest, when released, will so adjust itself to
positicn that the edge surrounding the hole /
will bear against the under side of the said
buttor’s s 'lmnlc and be,prevented from coming
off by reason of the elastic force of the mate-
rial of which said rest is composed.

I do not wish to confine myself to this ex-
act torm of chin-rest, as the vital points are
to be fonnd 1n the arrangement of the contact-
points, the holding-hook, ana the manner in
which the rest is held toposition on the violin.

Having thus desceribed my invention, what
I claim as new,and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. A c¢hin-rest for violins, formed, substan-
tially as described, with a lower cushioned
bearing, an upricht portion provided with an
opening to iit over the button ¢, a curved
portion provided for the chin and terminating
to form the bearing part a, as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

2. T'he combination, with the rest desecribed,
of the supporting or holdnw hook ¢, as and for
the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof | aftix mysignature, in

presence of two witnesses, this 25th day of

November, 1882,
GEORGE T. LAWRENCE.
Withesses:
JAMES S, GRINNELL,
If, M. THOMPSON,
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