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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, THoMAS H. DODGE, of

the city and county of Worcester, and Com-
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monwealth of Massachusetts, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Metal
Supports and Guards for Wire and Metal-
Strip Fencing; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, elear, and exaect-descrip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the

accompanying drawings, forming a part of this

specification, in which—

Figure 1 represents a vertical section of a
wire fence havingmyinvention applied thereto,
as will be hereinafter described. Fig. 2 repre-
sents a side view of one piece or section of my
said metal fence support and guard as it ap-
pears betore it has been secured to the strands
of wire forming the body of the fence, as shown
in Fig. 1. Tig. 3 represents a vertical section
of a cabled-wire fence with my invention ap-
plied thereto. Fig. 4 represents a side view

of one piece or section of my said metal fence |

support and guard as it appears when specially
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while the right half represeuts the old or com-

mon wire fence, as will be hereinafter more

fully described. .

To enable those skilled in the art to which
my invention belongs to make and use the
samé, I will proceed to describe the same more
in detail. | N

The nature of my invention consists in an
improved metal support and guard for wire
and metal-strip fencing constructed so as to
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bequicklyand convenientlyapplied orattached

to the metal strips or wires of the fence, and
also in the ecombination of such fence support
and. guard with the fence strips or wires,
substantially as hereinafter set forth and de-
scribed. | .
The separate strands A of wire and metal-
strip fences are liable to sag, as indicated by yo
dotted lines, Fig. 12, and they are liable to
break, as shown in the same figure. When
the wires or strips A of the fence sag, stock are
liable to push their heads through between the
strands and crowd through, and also break
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‘made to Le applied to a fence composed of | the fence. Then, again, the strands are liable

metal strips, as shown in Fig. 5, which repre- | to break from various causes, when the ends of

sents a vertical section of a metal-strip fence
with my invention applied thereto.

~ represents upon an enlarged scale a vertical
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section of one strip of the metal-strip fencing
shown in Yig. 5 and a portion of the support
and guard, and the points of the tool or 1n-
strument employed in closing the loop of the
support and guard about the strip, as will be
hereinafter deseribed. Fig. 7 represents two
of the parts shown in Fig. 6, when in the posi-

‘tion to have the fastening tool or instrament
applied thereto to close the loop of the sup-

port and guard about the metal strip. Fig.8
represents a section of the support and guard

part shown in Fig. 7, before it is placed nupon-
the rail-strip. Ifig.9 represents corresponding
parts shown in Ifig. 6, when the fence sapport

and guard ismade forand isapplied to a strand
of fence-wire instead of a metal strip. Fig.
10 represents two of the parts shown in Fig.
9, before the loop has been closed about the

fence-wire; and Fig. 11 represents one of the

parts shown in Fig. 10, before placed in posi-
tion upon the fence-wire, preparatory to being
fastened thereon; and Fig. 12, Sheet 2, repre-
sents a side view of a section of a wire fence

Tig. 6

the broken strand drop down, as shown in Fig.
12, right-hand end, whereas the same style of

fence, when my invention has been applied 8o

thereto, will stand more secure and uniform,
‘and the stock are not tempted to try to push

through, as in the old style of fence, and, be-
sides, when a strand Dbreaks the ends do not
drop down, as in the old style, since the sup-
ports and gunards preventf such a result, as 1s
represented in the left-hand end of Kig. 12 of
the drawings. The ends of the support and
ognard wires may rest on the ground, as rep-
resented in Fig.12, or they may stand above it. go
I prefer to make the support and guard
wires B of suitable length for application to
common wire and metal-strip fences, the loops
C being the right distances apart to fit the
strands and hold them all parallel to each
other. I prefertomake loops C ty machinery
and alternately upou opposite sides of the wire,
as shown in Figs. 1 to 5 inclusive, and then
place the support and guard wire in position o
bring the open end of the loops C alternately
upon opposite sides of the wire or strip, as
shown in Tigs. 1, 3, and 5, since by this ar-
rangement a zigzag appearance is given to
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with my invention applied to the left half, the wires B, thereby attracting moreattention,
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