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Do all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, ADAM W. SPROULE, a
citizen of the Umted States of America, re

siding at Joliet, in the county of Will and
State of Illmms, have invented certain new

~and useful Improvements in Barbed Wires for
- Fences, of which the following is a specifica-
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tion, reference being had therein to the accom-

panying drawing.

The figure is a perspective view.

This invention relates to the pecullar and
particular manner in which the wire barbs are
attached to a single-strand wire so as to form
four points or prods in a place, and in sueh

mannerthatthey are permanentand cannot ro-

tate on the strand-wir e, or have lateral motlon
along on the strand-wire. |

| The invention is for fencmg purposes, and
especially adapted for use as a .stock-fence.
One single-strand wire is used for economy,
and 1s as duarable as more than one wire, as
twho or more-corrode when in contact with each
other,

The peculiarform of my barb is shown in the

,ﬁﬂ'ure, in which 7 represents the strand-wire,
having two loops, a’ ¢/, formed in it, through
-~ each of which loops one of the prods of the

barbs a and ¢ passes.

The barb is constructed in two parts, and
¢, which are reverse duplicates, and applied
to the strand-wire alike,soa description of the

application of one to the strand -wire will sof-

fice for both.
For convenience, I will descnbe the apphca-

..tl()[l of barb a to the strand- wire w. AsIis

shownin thefigure,one end passes through the
loop in the strand-wire, and then its body i8
bent back against the coil of theloopin aline
nearly parallel with the strand-wire, and then
1ts opposite prod coiled upon the strand-mre
immediately beyond the other loop in the
strand-wire, so that each barb incloses the op-
posite loop 1a the strand-wire, and the two
barbs combined form four points or prods, and
are held firmly thereon by passing through said

loops and by being coiled upon the strand-

wire, as described.
The novelty consists in thus combmmg the

iy

| two barbs @ and ¢ on a single-strand wire by

means of the two loops, and in such manner
that each barb incloses the loop of the oppo-
site barb, for the purpose of preventing thor-

oughly the stralghtemng of the loops by a
strain on the wire.

I am aware that loops in a single wire for
this purpose are in common use ; but I am not
aware of the unity of the two barbs a and ¢
with thestrand-wire, having the twin Ioopsin-
closed by the two barbs and the whole com-

bined as set forth; but in this case the most

particular feature is that but one end or prod
of the barbs a and ¢ passes througha loopfrom
the outer side so the two bodies of the barbs
may cross the strand-wire w diagonally be.
tween the loops on the strand-wire and then
coil upon the strand-wire just beyond the loop
of the other barb, thus forming a complete tie
to prevent the loops from straightening out
when a strain is applied to the wire strand.

I am also aware of the use of a single-strand

wire for this purpose having two loops a short

distance apart for the reception of the prods

of wire barbs formed like a staple, each prod

of the barb passing through a separate loop in
the strand-wire, and then the two prods bent
In opposite directions trom each other to hold
them in but not coiled upon the strand-wire.
Such a construction I do not claim.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Lebters
Patent, is as follows, to wit:

In a barbed wire for fences, the wire barbs
a and ¢, each passed through one of the loops
in the smgle strand wire w, and each having
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its body bent back against the coil of the said 8s

loops and coiled upon the strand-wire w next
beyond the opposite loop containing theother
barb, as and for the purpose set forth.

In tes:.tlmony whereof I affix my signature, in

presence of two w1tuesses, thls 22d day of No-
vember, 18382.

~ ADAM W. SPROULE.

. Witnesses : |
Wi, J. HUTCHINS,
THOS. H. HUTCHINS.
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