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To all whom 1t may concern :
Be it known that I, THOMAS HENRY SELL-

ERS, of Vallejo, county of Solano, State of Cali-

fornia, have invented an Improved Boat-De-

taching Apparatus; and 1 hereby declare the

following to be a full clear, and exact descrip-
tion thereof.
My invention relates to an improvement in

“apparatus for detaching boats when they are
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to be Jaunched from vessels, and for again re-

attacbing them to the falls, by which they are

to be raised to the davlts when they return to --

the vessel. |
It consists of a horizontal shaft turning in
boxes in the bottom of the boat and having

itsendsenlarged, with longitudinal slots,which

extend to the center line of the shaft, so as to
admit the free ends of bolts, which bave their
opposite ends hinged in line with the shaft.
Suspending-links are hooked upon these bolts
and connected with the tackle, and when the

~ shaft is turned by .a lever until the slots are
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able height above the keel.
- preferable to have it as low as possible, to be
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upward the free ends of the bolts are drawn
out and allow the links to slip from them, so
that the boat is free to fall.

Referring to the accompanying drawings for
a more complete explanation of my invention,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device.
Fig. 2 is an enlarged view of one end of the
dewce Fig. 3 is a section of the same.

1 have shown my detaching apparatus fit-
ted to a boat, A, in the present case; but 1t
will be mamfest that it will be used in any
connection where it is applicable.

B is a shaft, which extends fore and aft par-
allel with the keel of the boat and at any suit-
It will be found

out of the way,and it is fitted to turnin boxes

C at each end, and D in the center for steadi-

ness and toavoid springing. The endsof:the
shaft may be enlarged, as shown af E, and
have short slots @ ¢ut in one side, extending
to or just beyond the central line or axis of the
shaft. Beyond the ends of the shaft are boxes
I, which, for convenience of fastening and so-
lldlty. may be formed upon or secured to the
same base with the boxes C.. |
Bolts G have one end pivoted in the boxes

E, so that their free ends may turn in a line

Wlﬂl the axis of the shaft and lie in the slots a.
The shaft B has a lever, H, near a thwart

| at any suitable point, by Whlch it can be ro-

l

| tated, so that when the ends of the bolts are in

the slots, by turning the lever downward the g5

slot will face downward, and the bolts cannot

be withdrawn until the shaft has been again
tarned with the slot upward. A link, I, 1s
made to fit over each of these bolts, their up-
per ends extending up through thestern-sheets
and the bow-gratings respectively, so as to
give plenty of space to hook on the blocks
when the boat is to be taken up. These links,
by passing up through tlie gratings, serve to
steady the boat and prevent its tipping, as it
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| might otherwise do with the center of attach-

ment low in the boat. Anyclosed link of sut-
ficient length may be used if the boat 1s to be
hooked on in the ordinary manner.

The operation will be as follows: The bolts
G pass through the lower ends of the links I
and enter the slots ¢. The shaft B is turned
so that the slots are below a horizontal posi-
tion, which prevents the bolts coming out,and
the links are suspended from hooks upon the
blocks of the falls or tackle in the usual man-
ner. When the boat has been lowered and 1s
in the position to belet go the lever H.is
thrown up, and this turns the shafts so that
the slots ¢ are upward and open, so that the
ends of the bolts G are drawn out and the
links I slip off, leaving the boat free.

Each boat should be provided with two sets
of links, so that when it has been detached
and one set left with the blocks the other set
may be connected with the bolts and be ready
to connect the boat when it is to be taken up
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| again.

Having thus described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by TLetters 9o
Patent, is—

A boat detaching apparatas cousisting of
the shatt B, extending lengthwise of the boat,
turning in boxes 0, and having the longltudl
nal slots ¢ & 1in its ends, in combination with g3
the bolts G, so hinged as to lie in the slots in
line with the axis of the shaft and the links I,
by which connection is made with the blocks
or tackle, substantially as herein described.

In witness whereot I have hereunto set my oo

fhaud

TE[OMAS H. SELLERS.

Witnesses:

Wu. R. Cox, Jr.,
- JNO. J. HARRIS.
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