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To all whom it ma Yy concern: .
Be itknownthatl, JOHN CAMERON BUR‘\IES,

a citizen of the Umted States, and a resident
of Hopkins, in the county of Hennepin, in the.

State of Minnesota, have invented certain new
and useful Improv ements in Combined Band-
Catters and Finger-Protectors for Thrashers,
of which the following specification is a full
clear, and exact descrlptlon, reference bemg
also had to the accompanymn dramngb, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the front
of a hand with one of my protectors arranged
thereon, and Fig. 2isa similar view of the back
of a hand Fig. 3 is an enlarged perspective
view of one of the hook-supporting thimbles
or ferrules detached. Ifigs. 4 and 5 are eu-

larged detached perspective viewsof two forms

of the cutter-supporting thimbles or ferrules.
Ifig. 6 is a perspective view of a portion of a

- hand detached, illustrating a slight variation
in the constructlon and manner of arranging
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the band-cutter. -

My invention consists in the paths, and also
1 theircombination,as hereinafter particularly
described, and then sought to be specifically
defined by the claims.

A is a metal thimble or ferrnle adapted to

. - fitoverthefingers of the operatorsupon thrash-

ing-machines, and secured to the hand by suit-
able straps, ' a¢® and cuff or wristband B.
Attached to the lower side of the thimble A
18 a steel cutteror knife, C, havingaserrated or
toothed cutting-edge, said serrations slanting
backward, so as to cut the bands more readily

‘when the cuttlng blade isdrawn over them.

This knife may be attached directly to the
thimble, as shown in Fig. 5, or made longer

~and attached by one end to the thimble and
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the other end to a ring, D, back a short dis-
tance from the thimble, as shown in Figs. 1,
2, and 4. When the ring D is used the straps

~a' a® will be attached to the ring, while 1n the
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form shown in Fig. 5 they will be attached
directly tothethimble. When theringis used
the cutter can be made longer, so that the cut

will be from abovethe first joint of thefinger.

One or more of these cutter-armed thimbles,

caps, or plates may be used upon each hand,

each thimble being provided with 1ts separate
set of straps a' a?, connecting 1t to the cuft B.
The straps are of such a length that they will

| ﬁrmly hold the capson the finger,-so that they
will not slip in catting the cord. The straps
are preferably secured to the inside or front
face of the cap, so as to pass up over the finger,
and then crossed before being secured to the
wristlet, as shown, such construction holding
‘the thimble more ﬁrmly in place and at the
same time offering less obstruetion to the ordi-
nary use of the fingers. - _
- Under some circumstances a separate thim-
ble, eap, or plate, I, armed with a small flat

and 3 and connected to the cuff B by itsown
.qtraps ¢ ¢, to assist the operator in handling
‘the bundles of grain.

It will be observed that the straps a’ «? and
¢ ¢ are attached to the thimbles A E or band
orring D on the outside, and that the ‘“heels”
of thecutter C and hook Earepartiallycovered
by the straps, so that no projeeting obstruc-
tions occur to catch the straw and annoy the
operator.

the knives and hooks are attached, but also
protect the endsof the fingers of the operaters.
- The cutter-armed thimbles may be attached
to ordinary leather gloves, if desired; but I
prefer them attached by leather or other straps
to the cufls, as shown.

| The cutts and straps may be made adjust

able by buttons or other means to adapt the
device to different-sized hands, and the caps
may be of metal or other suitable material,

Instead of thimbles, a metallic plate curved
at the end and adapted to protect the tlp and
ball of the finger might be used.

If the cuttmg -blade be connected to a glove
or other attaching means so as to lie along the
. side of the hand, between the little finger and
wrist-joint, as shown in Fig. 6,1t will be with-

connected to any other part of the hand. The
blade may haveits serrations running in oppo-
site directions, asrepresented in Fig. 6,sothat
the cord can be cut in either the for W ard or
backward movement of the hand.

I am aware of the various forms of corn-
huskers which have been patented.  T'heyare
different from my cord-catter in construction,
in the nse made of them, and are not capable,

i signed for and adapted to.

hook, b, may be used as shown in IFigs. 1, 2,

The thimbles not only form a base to which

without alteration, of the use my device is de-.
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in the scope of my invention 'the same as if _
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Having described my invention and set
forth i1ts merits, what I claim 1s—

1. A device for cutting cords on grain-bun-
dles, consisting of a cap or plate provided on
its side face with a cutting-blade having round-
ing ends, substantially as shown, whereby no
acute angle is presented to catch and interfere
with the cutting of the cord, in combination
with means for securing it tothe hand, for the
purposes specified.

2. The finger plate or cap provided with the
face-attached cutting-blade, in eombination
with means for seeuring it to the hand, said
means being fastened to the plate so as to cover

1ts front edge on opposite sides of the blade,
substantially as shown, for the purposes speci-
fied. |

5. The finger plate or cap, the ring, and the
face-attached connecting cutting-blade, in com-
bination with means for securing the plate to
the hand, substantially as set forth.
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4. The combined cord - cutter and feed-
finger protector for thrashing-machine oper-
ators, consisting of a plate or cap provided
with a cutting-blade, and a plate or cap pro- zs
vided with a hook on its face, in combination
with means for securing them to the hand, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

5. The cuff B and straps a’ «?, in combina-
tion with plate or cap A, provided with a cut- 3o
ting-blade, C, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses.

JOHN CAMERON BURNES.

Witnesses:
C. N. WOODWARD,
LoUIs FEESER, Jr.
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