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To all whom i1 may concern : ed by mechanism known as ¢“lazy-tongs,” con-

Be 1t known that I, THOMAS SPENCER, of | sisting of a series of levers hinged together
Meriden, in the county of New Haven and | and to the sleeves, as seen in Fig. 2, the cen-
State of Connecticut, have invented a new In- | tral levers of the lazy-tongs being pivoted to

¢ provement in Ocvered Dishes; and I do bere- | the uprights, as at f, and wherehy an up-and- 53

by declare the following, when taken in con- | down movement imparted to one sleeve will
nection with the accompanying drawings and | impart a corresponding movement to the other
the letters of reference marked thereon, to be | sleeve in the opposite direction. Supposing
a full, clear,and exact description of the same, | the parts to stand in their ¢losed condition, as

10 and which said drawings constitute part of | seen in Figs. 1 and 2, if the cover be raised, oo

this specification, and represent, in— the body will deecend to the same extent, as
Figure 1, a front view; Fig. 2, a side view; | indicated in broken lines, and thereby open

- Fig. 3, a vertlcal sectlcn shcwmﬂ' the locking | the dish, the two parts moving on their re-
mechanism enlarged. spectne guides from each other in opening.

15 Thisinvention Telates to an improvement in | Then, if the cover be forced down,the body will, 635
that class of articles for table, toilet, and other becauee of the lazy-tongs ccnnectlcn be corre-
service, which consist of a dish or body and a | spondingly raised until the two 1)“11“138 come to-
cover arranged in a frame, so that the cover | gether,and when they are so brought together

| 18 raised from the body and guaided in its | a latehing mechanism is provided, which will
o 20 movement, the more general use for these | engage one part and hold them in their closed 7o

- articles bemg for butter dishes, but applica- | condition. That latching mechanism, as here
ble to other covered dishes for table service, | represented, consists of the spring - latch e,
or for jewel-cases and other articles of the | hung in one of the uprights, and so as to en-
toilet-table; and the invention consists in the | gage the lower sleeve, a, as seen in Ifig. 3,

2 3 rrangement of -the body of the dish and the | where the parts are enlarged for convenience 75
cover on suitable vertical guides, with a con- [ of illustration; but it will be understood that
nection between the two, whereby, when the | any suitable latching mechanism may be em-
two are permitted, they will separate,the cover | ployed to secure the parts in their closed con-
rising and the dish falling on their respective | dition. When standing in their closed condi-

30 guides, and so that by the downward move- | tion and thus latched, if the latch be disen- 8o
ment of the cover the body of the dish is raised | gaged,as by pressing in the thumb-piece, then
to meet the cover and close the dish, as more | the weight of the dish D will cause it to de-

fully hereinafter described. scend, and because of its connection with the
A represents the base from which the arti- | cover wﬂl cause the cover to rise, as Indicated
35 cle 1s supported. At each side stands an up- | in broken lines. 85

right, b, which preferably form the guides on ILarrange the connecting mechanism between
which the parts move. They may be and pref- | the two parts preferably on both sides; but one
erable are connected by a bar, C, across the { side may, in many cases, answer the puarpose.
top. I also show the cover as having a sleeve at
40 D is the bcd;r of the dish; and E, the cover, | each side to run on the same uprights as the go
may be of any desirable shape or de&gn, ac- | sleeves ol the cover; buat, instead of this side
cording to the use for which the dish is to be | guiding of the cov er 1t may be by a central
employed, that shown 1n the illustration being | rod from the top dcwnward through the cover.
for a butter-dish, and as such I shall deseribe | In that case the sleeves at the sides of the cov- .
45 it.  On each side the body D is a sleeve, a, ar- | er may be dispensed with,and the mechanism, g5
ranged so as to move freely upon the vertical | instead of being connected to the sleeve, as
nprights B as guides. The cover on each side | shown, would be connected directly to the cov-
is provided with a similar sleeve, ), arranged | er, and 1If preferred, this mechanism may be
. on the same nprights and so as to slide verti- connected to the body of the dish instead of
L ' co cally thereon. The two slides « b are connect- | to the sleeve, and accomplish the same result. 100




I prefer, however, that the sleeves or slides |
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which guide the two parts should be at each
side and upon the

I ciaim—

1. The combination of the body D and the
cover 1i, each arranged for vertical movement
on suitable guides, with mechanism, substan-
tially such as described, connecting the said
two parts, whereby an up or down movement
imparted to the one part will give a corre-
sponding reverse movement to the other part,
substantially as described.

2. The combination of the body D and cover
Ii, arranged on suitable guides for vertical
movement, with mechanism, substantially such

vertical guides.

~as described, between them, whereby an up or |
down movement imparted to the one part will

give to the other a corresponding movement
In the opposite direction, with a locking de-
vice to hold the parts in their closed position,
substantially as described.

3. The combination of the base carrying the |
uprights b B, the body D, supported by the |

slides @ upon said uprights, the cover L, sup-

ported on the same uprights by t.hé, guides b,

with lazy-tongs connection between the body
and cover,said lazy-tongs hung to the upright,
and wherebyan upor down movement impart-
ed to the one part will impart to the other a
corresponding movement in the opposite diree-
tion, substantially as deseribed.

4, The combination of the base carrying the
uprights B B, the body D, supported by the
slides ¢ upon said uprights, the cover E, sup-
ported on the same uprights by the guides b,
with lazy-tongs connection between the body
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and cover,said lazy-tongs hung to the upright, _

and wherebyan up or down movement impart-
ed to the one part will impart to the other a
corresponding movement in the opposite direc-
tion, with a locking mechanism to secure the

parts in their ¢losed position, substantially as
described.

THOMAS SPENCER.

Yitnesses:
Jos. C. EARLE,
J. H. SHUMWAY,
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