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To all wkom it mmz CONCern :

Beit known that I, JESSE A. HOWE of Nor-
walk in the county of Huron and State of Ohio, -

_havei invented certain new and useful I mprove

mentsin Bozesor Pigeon-Holes for Usein Post-
Offices; and I do hereby declare the following

- to be a full clear, and exact description of the

- invention, buch ab will enable others skilled in
. theartto ‘ﬂ hlch lt pertams 1:0 make and use the-
10 same. . | -
My mt'entlon reldtes to an 1mpr0vement in|
~ boxes or pigeon-holes for use in post-offices,
. the same also being adapted for store-room
,ﬁxtures or fittings, the object of the same be-

ing to provide a box so constructed as to pre-

~ vent letters, postal-cards, or papers from lying
. flat,asis the case with the box ordinarily used.

Y
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o A further object of my invention is to pro-
~ - videadevice of this character which shall com-

- 20 bine lightness, cheapness, and simplicity of

- const_ructlon w1th dura,blhty and efﬁmency in

S Wlth these ends in view my invention con-'_
- sists in certain features of construction and
combinations of parts, as will be hereinafter
- fally described, and pointed ont in the claims.

In the accompanying drawmgs. Figure 1 is

S _a front elevation of a section of pigeon-holes
-~ embodying my improvement, the upper por-
- thelower portion thereof being shown as when

- used for lock-boxes, the door of one box being
. open. Fig.2is a plan view of the frame.

- 3isa detached view of tlie hinge used in se-
curing the door 0f a. lock box to the fla,me or

tion being shown as when used for call-boxes,

Fig.

- side of the same.

Theboxesarearran gedin ﬂ‘roups each group

~being provided with a frame or case, A, the

~ together.

- sides of which are so molded, grooved, or cor-j;-
rugated as to prevent any lateral movement’
or sliding between the frames of any two or
- more series.of boxes when set up and secured;';
| The top portion of each frame is.
- provided at one end with a hook, @, and on the
‘other end with an eye, b, for the purpoqe of re-
.. movably securing thereto the adjoining frames,

 the hook a being adapted to enter the eye on

the frame adjoining on that side, and the eye

 _   .:_ | b being adapted to receive the hook on the
.. 50 11S 1 ._
. ment is preferable, in _thatit'permits of the re- |

frame nearest that side. This mode of attach-

-

m'm*al' '_or ad_.dition of a section without the use

or aid of nails or screws. The floor of the
frame A may be provided mth slits or grooves |

adapted to receive the lower sides of the boxes

55 ¢+

or .-_1partments and hold them securely i in pow -

'_tlon

- The- lmxes BB B are made of metal SO

--crlmped or bent as to form openmgs of hex-

agonal shape and of any desired size,the edges 60 N

of the boxes being joined or locked together

"When my Improved device is used for  call-
boxes, as shown in the upper portion of Flg
1 of the drawings, the frame of each series is

bly beld in position by means of the usnal se-
curing devices. This glass face C is placed

1n: poutlon from the front side, thereby per-

mitting it to be removed and replaced w1thout

‘interfering with other parts.

When my improvement is ased for lock

_bozes, as shown in the lower portion of Fig.

1 of the drawings, doors D, preferably formed
of pulp made from any desmed material, are

ings for glass faces E, to enable a person .or

owner of the box to ascertmu its contents with-
"The doors D are -~
secured to the sides of the Doxes by the hinges 8o

I, said hinges bemg secured to the doors and =

out. the trouble of opening.

SIdes of the boxes in the ordinary manner.

These hinges F fulfill a twofold function, in
that they serve the purpose of a hinge for the
doors D, and in that they serve as a stop and 85
strike iur the door next adjoining. This lat-
| teris eﬂ'ected by means of a projection, ¢, ex-
‘tending out from the stationary plate of the

hinge, said prq]ectmn e being made integral

‘hinged to the sides of the boxes B. These doors 7 5
are provided with locks G, and also with. open-

‘Boxes made in accordance with my inven-

‘tion have many advantages over the ordinary
‘square box now in common use, as they serve

to keep the contents from Iying flat, thus en-

also economize space and furnish more availa-

ble room than the square box, and being con-
‘structed of non-combustible materlal are less

liable to be destroyed by fire.

I do not limit the use of this device for post m:jr"

offices alone, as it may be advantageously used
for store ﬁttmgs or ﬁxtures, and means tor

provided with a glass face, O, which is remova- 6 5. |

:70 :

‘therewith, as shown in Fig. 3 of the. drawmgs 90,.

‘abling them to be handled more readlly They 95_
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packing bottles to prevent breakage in s‘mp-

g6
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ping or transportation. Neither do I confine
myself to the hexagonal form of boxes, as they

mnay be made to assume a heptagonal or other

‘regular polygonal form.-

In view of the fact that‘many changes in the
construction and relative arrangement of the
different parts might be resorted to, I would

“have it understood that I do not limit myself

to theexact construction shown and deseribed,
but consider myself at liberty to make such
changes and alterations as may fairly be con-
sidered to fall wwhm the spirit and scope of
my invention.

I am aware that packing-boxes have been

subdivided into polygonal compartments, and
1 do not e¢laim such box.

Having fully described my invention, what 1
claim as new, “and Gesire to secure by Letters
Patent, ig—

1. The combination, with a sroup of boxes |

of regular polygonal form, arranged in rows

‘with laterally-projecting angles, the project-

ing angles of each row fitting the re-entrant
angles of adjacent rows, of a frame embracing

| said group of boxes, and provided with devices

| substantially as described.

B 2. The combination, with a series of adja-
i cent boxes and their doors, of a hinge for each
door provided with a lateral extending stop
| arranged to limit the inward movement of the

I free ed ge of an adJacent door, substantlally as

Speclﬁed S |

d. A series of groups of boxes inclosed in
separate frames, having grooved mterlockmﬂ'
‘sides, substantla,lly as described.

4. A series of post-office letter-boxes having

bottoms of the boxes, substantially as de-
' scribed, and for the purpose set forth,

In tesinmony whereof I have signed this
| specification in the presence of two subscrib-
Ing witnesses.

JESSE A. HOWE.

- Wltnesses
A, B. GRIFFIW
| - HENRY W, OWEV._

by which it may be detachably locked edgewise
| to similar frames embracing -similar groups,
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their sides inclined to meet at angles at the 4o
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