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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, RICHARD J. WELLES, of
the city of Chieago, in the county of Cook and
State of 1llinois, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Landing - Net Rings and
Handles, of which the following is a specili-
cation, .

My inventionrelatestothe landing-net rings
which are detachable from their handles, and
which may be slipped inside the handles, when
the latter are hollow, or otherwise packed so
as to be conveniently carried,

The invention consists in novel details of
construction and combinations of parts, illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings and set
forth 1n the claims.

Inthe accompanying drawings, Figure 1 rep-
resents a partly-sectional view of a ring and
handle embodying wmy invention. Fig. 2 rep-
resents a view of the two said parts detached
from each other. Fig. 3 represents a sectional
view on the dotted line # #, Fig. 1, upon a
larger seale; and Fig. 4 represents a view of a
ring-piece composed of two sections and a
slide for connecting them.

Similar letters of reference designate corre-
spouding parts in all the figures.

A desiguates the handle, which may be com-
posed of a single piece, or of two or more
pieces connected by a ferrule or ferrules.

B designates thering-piece, which may con-

sist of a single strip or band, elastic or flexi-

ble, and continuous from end to end, as shown
in Fig. 2, or of two scetious adapted to be con-
nected by a slide, B, like that shown in Fig.
4. In either cave the two ends of the ring-
plece areentirely unconnected with each other.

The upper end of the handle A is provided
with a ferrule, A? in which is fixed a nut, a;
and Cdesignatesa rod or stem whichisserewed
into sald nut, and has a head consisting of two
widely-diverging arms, (.

D dexignates a croteh, the upper surface of
wiich 1s recessed, or which is formed with
tlanges b to receive the arms C’ between them,
as shownin Fig. 3. The two sides or members
of the croteh D diverge at the same angle as
the arm C/, and said crotch is provided with a
tubular shank or stock, ¢, which loosely sur-

rounds the stem C and fits inside the ferrule _
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In the upper surfaces of the crotch D are
formed notches or recesses d, and the ends e
of the ring-piece B are bent or hooked slightly,
80 as to enter said notches or recesses. By
bolding the croteh D in one hand and turning 55

on the handle A the stem C will be extended
or drawn in by the action of the nut «, and

when extended the ends of the piece B may be
inserted between the parts ¢/ and D and into
the notches or recesses d. The handleisthen 6o
turned to draw in the stem O, and as the in-

-ward movement of the crotch D is arrested by

the ferrule A? the end portions of the ring-
plece will be securely clamped in place and
held against withdrawal, and also against lat- 6
eral shifting, by reason of their fitting between
the langes b of the crotech D. ,

The ring-piece B, when detached, will
straighten by reason of its elasticity, and may
be placed inside the hollow haudle A, or other- 70
wise packed intosmall compass, whether made
of a single piece, as shown in Ifig. 2, or of two
sections, as shown in Fig. 4.

It will be observed thag the construction and

- arrangement of the crotch D and arms O/ are 75

such that when the ends of the ring-piece B
are mserted and secured between them a ring
ot oval form will be produced, which is pret-

erable to a round ring.for a landing-net.

WhatI claim as my invention, and desire to 8o

secure by Letters Patent, js—
- 1. The combination, with a handle, A, pro-
vided with a nut, a,and a ring-piece, B, of the
crotch D, the stem C, and diverging arms ¢,
all substantially as described.

2. The combination, with the handle A and
ring-piece B, of the nut @, the screwed steun
C, the diverging arms (¥, and the croteh D,
provided with flanges b, which receive be-
tween them the ends of said ring-piece B aud go
sald arms ', substantially as described.

o. The combination, with the bandle A and
ring-piece B, provided with bent endse, of the
nut a, screwed stem O, arms C/, and croteh D,
provided with recesses or notches d, all sub- gg
stantially as deseribed.

RICHARD J. WELLES.
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Witnesses:
H. M. MUNDAY,
T, EVERETT BROWN.
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