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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JOEN TmoMAas, of Cedar
Rapids, in the county of Linn and State of
lowa, have invented a new Improvement in
Buckles; and Idohereby dectare thefollowing,
when taken in connection with accompanying
drawings and the letters of reference marked
thereon, to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the same, and which said drawings con-
stitute part of this specification, and represent,
10—

Figure 1,a face view; Fig. 2, a face view of
the frame, the tongue-slide removed; Ifig. 3, a
perspective view of the tongue-slide detached;
I'ig. 4, a longitudinal section, showing the at-
tachment.

This invention relates to an improvement in
trace-buckles, and is an improvement upon the
Invention for “which Letters Patent were
granted to me April 4, 1882, No. 256,075. In
that patent the buckle-frame iscurved upward
at one end,so as to form a loop through which
the trace will pass to be engaged, the other
end fitted for attachment to the tug, and across
theframeis a tongue-slide, the slide extending
over both sides of the frame, one bar of the
slide on one side of the frame and the other on
the opposite side, the one upon the back side
forward of the bar upon the outside, the out-
side bar provided with a tongue to engage the

‘trace, and so that the tongue-slide may be

turned over forward to take the stud or tongue
out of the way for the adjustment of the trace.

1The object of my present invention is to em-
ploy substantially the same slide upon a trace-
buckle and conceal the slide inside the trace,
and construet the buckle-frame for the attach-
ment of the saddle and belly straps; and it
consists in the construetion as hereinafter de-
scribed, and more particularly recited in the
claims, -

The frame of the buckle is composed of two
sides, A A, and two end bars, B C, the sides A
and bar B arranged to stand upon the inner or
back side of the trace. The bar B is fitted for
the attachment of the tug, as shown in Fig. 4.
At therear or opposite end the sides are turned
upward, so as to bring the bar C outside the
trace, as seen in Kig. 4, and substantially as
in my previous patent. The two sides A A
are curved outward, as seen in Figs. 1 and 2,

—

| and to these, respectively, the saddle and belly
straps are attached.

Between the two sides, and near the bar C,
a connection, D, is made across, of U shape,
the ends of the U being attached to the sides
near the bar C, the bend extending forward to-
ward the bar B, and sabstantially in the plane
of the-sides, and so that the opening E is to-
ward the bar C. This U shape forms an aux-
lliary frame, as it were, upon which the tongue-
slideis arranged. The tongue-slideis seen de-
tached in perspective, Fig. 3, and is composed
of two sides, a «, the distance between the
sides being substantially equal to the U-shaped
part D.  The two sides are connected by a bar,
b, which carries the stud-like tongne d. The
inner bar, e, stands forward of the bar B, as
shown; butinstead ofextending entirely across
the slide it is divided, its two ends f £ turned
inward, as seen in Fig.3. The slide thus con-
structed is placed upon the U-shaped part D,

turned up near their respective sides of the
opening in the U-shaped part, as seen in Fie.,
1, each acting against its own side as a culde
to retain and hold the slide in place, and so
that the tongue-slide may be turned forward
on the part D, as seen in broken lines in Fig.
4, and substantially as in my previous patent,
This inner bar, ¢, as in my previous patent,
may be constructed to extend entirely across,
and with a single tongue turned up into the
opening 14, or the tongue or tongues f may be
dispensed with; but I prefer that the loop shall
have a tongue to be turned up into the open-
ing I, as seen in Fig.4. By this construction
the tongue-slide is entirely concealed, the bar
only being left exposed, and so much of the
sides as stand in front and rear of the back
and belly straps.

I do not claim, broadly, a buckle provided
with a slide having a stationary tongue ar-
ranged to enter the trace or strap and be drawn
toward the stationary bar of the frame, as such
I am aware is not new; but

What I do claim is—

1. Theherein-described buckle, consisting of
the frame composed of the tug-bar B, the two
sides A A, the said two sides turning ontward
and connected by the bar O, to be outside the

as seen 1n Ifigs. 1 and 2, the two ends f f

. trace, and a connection, D, between the two
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' mdes, near the bar C, and extending forward, |
combined with the ton gue-slideaa b e,arran ged'

upon the extended part of said connectlon, be-
tween the two sides, the one bar b of the slide

on the outside and the other bar,e,on the inside

of said extension, the outer bar, b, provided

with the tongue d, substantially as desgribed.
2. A buckle-frame consisting of the tug-bar

- B,thetwosides A A, the said sides turning ont-

IO

W ard and connected bv the bar C, to be outside

the trace, and the U-shaped connection be-

tween the twosides, near the bar U,theopening

of the U toward said bar C, combmed with the |

tongue- shde aab e, arranged upon the said U-

shaped connection, between the two sides, the 1cg

one bar b of the shde on the outside and the
other bar, ¢, on the inside of said U-shaped

conuectlon the outer bar, , provided with the -
| tongue d, the inner bar, e, dlwded its two ends

in said U-shaped counectlon substantially as
| descrzbed | |
| JOHN THOMAS.
-Wltnesses : : |
. O. ROLLINS,
G. S. RuGH.

turned toward the bar B and into the opening 2zo
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