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To all whom it may concern: _ o
Be it known that T, JAMES W, HOBBS, a citl-
zen of the United States, residing at Hunts-
ville, in the county of Madison and State of
Alabama, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Cotton - Presses ; and I
do declare the following to be.a full, clear,
 and exact description of theinvention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
Jo it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
 erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters and figures of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of this

- specification. --
1z My invention relates to improvements in !

cotton-presses; and it consists in certain novel
features in the constraction and arrangement |
of parts, as hereinatter more fully deseribed
~and claimed. |
,0 In the annexed drawings, which fully illus-
"~ trate my invention, Figure 1 1s an elevation of
my improved press. Iig. 2 is a top view of
the same. Fig. 3 is a vertical sectlon on the
line x x of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 is a similar sec-
2z tion on the line y y of Fig. 3. | |

Like letters of reference are used to desig-
nate the same parts in the several views.

The frame of my improved press, which 18
rectangualar in form and of much greater height
than width or breadth, consists of four uprights,
A A, that are connected atb the bottom and
top by suitable cross-pieces; B B'. The cross-
pieces B/, at the top of the press, are grooved
longitudinally for the reception of the remov-
able upper platen, C, said platen being grooved
to correspond with the cords, wires, or ties by
means of which the cotton-bale is secured.

At a suitable distance beneath the npper
platen, C, is a box or chamber, D, that is sup- |
4o ported by the cross-pieces E E’. Within this

box or chest is arranged the vertically-recipro-
cating platen or follower I, the upper surfaceof
which is grooved, in the same manner as the
platen C, for the reception of the bale - ties.
45 The upper portion of the chamber 1), beneath
‘the platen O, is closed at the front'and back
of the press by means of doors G G, thatare
hinged to the cross-piece ‘B, so as to open
downward. The inner faces of these doors are

co grooved for engagement with the removable |

5

il

20

35

press,

| be observed that

end pieces, H H, that close the ends of the
upper portion of thespacebetween the platens.
The lower platen or follower, F, is provided at
its lower corners with downward-projecting
ouide-pieces F/ I',and 1s connected by means
of levers or connecting-rods I I, attached to
its lower face, with the main levers K K, which
are pivoted in the lower portion of the -press-
frame. It will be seen that as the main levers

| 1T are raised to a vertical position the connect-

ing rods or levers 11, whieh are pivoted there-

to, and also to the follower I, will raise the

‘same within the chest or chamber D, and

thereby impart a steady and powerful press-
are to the cotton that is confined within said
chamberbetween thefollowerand upper platen.
The upper ends of the levers K K are each pro-
vided with a pulley, M, journaled in snitable
bearings, said pulleys being connected by a
rope, band, or chain, N, with a drum, O, that
is journaled centrally 1n the top or cap of the
and provided with a pulley, P, for op-

erating said drum by any suitable power.

When the follower F is lowered by revolving

the drum O, so as to permit the levers K Kto
assume the position shown in Fig. 4, a space
will be formed within the chest 1), above sald
follower, for the reception of the cotton to be
pressed. The bale-ties being placed in posi-
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tion within the grooves formed in the face of 8o

the follower and platen, and the box or chest
being filled with cotton, the doors G G are
closed and secured and the dram O revolved,

5o as to operate the levers K and 1 for the pur-

pose of causing the follower to ascend and ap-
ply the necessary pressure to the cotton con-
fned between it and the upper platen. It will
the levers I 1 operate in the
spaces between the guides T’ T, and 1n slots
or ways D/, formed in the sides of the chest
D, the levers being thereby caused to operate
steadily, while the guides 1¥ also steady the
followor Fin its upward movement. Lhe cross-
pieces I/, supporting the lower end of the box
D, are braced by the vertical supports A’ A’,
that also serve to hold the follower-guides I
I in place when the follower is lowered. The
upper portion of the press-frame is firmly se-
cured by means of metallic straps C’,attached

| to the nprights and cross-pieces.
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~isreadily accom plished, and, owing to the sim-

-1 claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters |
10 Patent, is—

- the frame A B, grooved cross-pieces B’ B , Te-

I§

frame A B, grooved cross-pieces B’ B/, remov-
able upper platen, C, supported therein, the |

0 . . 2%8,080

_ By means of this press an effective applica-
tion of power in the operation of baling cotton

ple manner in which the several parts are con-.
structed and arranged, it will be seen that
great strength is combined with com pactness
of form and economy in space. o
"Having thus described my 1nvention, what

1. In a cotton - press, the combination of

movable upper platen, C, box or chest D, and |
follower I, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.,

2. Ina eottdnépress, the combination of the

~with pulley P, and the chain or
‘hecting said pulleys, all substantially as shown

chest D, having doors G and removable side

pieces, H, the follower or lower platen, F, hav- 20
ing guides F/ F, the main levers K K, pivot-
ed to the Jower part of the frame and provided
at their upper ends with pulleys M M, the le-
vers I I, connecting said main levers with the _
lower part of the tollower, the drum O, jour- 25
naled in the top of the frame and provided °
rope N, con-

and described. | |
In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES W, HOBBS.

n 3c

Witnesses: = |
JOHN RENAKER,
JNO. H. BROowN.
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