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{(No model.)

To all whom it ma J CONCEYN :
- Be it known that I, BENJA‘\IIN F. FERGU-

SON, a citizen of the United States, residing

I do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the construc-

at Allen, in the county of-Collin and State of

Texas, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Cotton-Gin Buildings; and

~ tion and operation of the same, reference be-

IO

ing bad to the accompanying drawings, form-

- ing a part of this specification, in which—
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Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view, show-
ing theengine-platform, gearing-platiform, gin-

stand platform, the tracks, ropes, and the cot- |

ton-car. Fig.21is an elevation showing the
engine -platform and the gearing-platform.

Fig. 3 is a plan, partially in section, of the
ground-tracks, hereinafter described.
This invention has relation to cotton-gin.

buildings; and it consists in the novel con-
struction and arrangement of parts, as will be
hereinafter fully described, and particnlarly
pointed out in the claims appended. |
The objects of the invention are to secure
greater protection against fire than 1s now ob-

tainable by the gin-buildings in use, and to

lessen the cost of handling and ginning the
cotton. The gin-building is erected upon posts
or partial walls If built on posts they should
be sunk a sufficient depth in the ground to

give them the requisite stability, and should

be sufficient in number to obtain the strength

required.
a designates a track, which is built on the |

ground-floor of the gin- bmldmg, and extends
away from the bailding any desired distance.
A truck, b, is built for and mounted on the
track a, and on the platform ¢ of this truck the
engine for operating the several working parts
is located. On this platform ¢, near one end
thereof, is built a cross- platform d, which car-
ries the gearing and the windlass e. A post
having 2 block and tackle 1s erected at the
outer end of the track «, and a rope, f, which
passes over the pulley in the block, may bave
its ends connected to the truck b and the drum
of the windlass e, for a purpose hereinafter ex-

plained. The track b is held in place about

the center of the gin-building by bars g, rest-
ing on the treads of its wheels and secured by
stirrups & &/, as shown in the drawings.

¢ designates the second or upper floor of the
oin-building, to the under side of which the
pulley-house j, carrying preferably three pul-
leys, 4, is secured. Upon the floor 2 a track, 55

&, running at right angles to the track a, 1s

built, aud extends outwardly from the build-
ing for some distance, and 1s supported at its
outer end by braces I. This track is provided
with notches m for the wheels of the trucks n, 60
which ecarry the gin-stands. The gin- Stdndb |
are usually three in number, and the trucks
on which they rest are coupled together, in
order that they may be all removed at one op-
eration. The lower section, 0, of an inclined 65
track intersects the track h. lhe upper sec- |

“tion, p, of the inclined track i1s hinged at its

upper end to a horizontal track, g, above the
gin-room and beneath the roof of the building,

a, sufficient space being left between the track 70
g and the root to permit the cotton-cars to be
ran up the inclined track onto the horizontal
track ¢, where their contents may be dumped
upon an apron in front of the gin-stand, ready
for the feeders. The cotton-cars should be 75
covered to protect the seed-cotton. One end

of the npper floor of the building should be

provided with a lint-room.

At the foot of the inclined track a double
track with switches is laid, so that the cars 8o
can be run upon the S(:alesim mediately at the
foot of the inclined track and weighed, run ap
and dumped,and run down and reloaded, with-

out interfering with other cars on the double

track. Ialsobuild atrack for the cotton-press, 8;s
which is placed at the side of the building
nearest the lint-room. The side of the press

is provided with flanged wheels, so that when

it is pulled over by a rope connected thereto
and to the drum it may be run away from the go
building through the mediaof a ropeand tackle
attached to a stake at the outer end of 1its
track, thereby removing it from dfmger, h]l()llld

the bmldmg catch fire.

The cotton-cars 7 are provided with an eye- g3
bolt, 7/, for engagement with a hookon the rope
s. This rope passes over pulleys s’ s% down
around a pulley, 83, under the Hoor to the pud
ley-house, over one of its pulleys, and down to

‘the drum, where it is provided with a hook for 100

engagement therewith. The trucks for the gin-

| stands are also prowded with eyebolts, and a
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rope, t, connected to the forward truck of the | mounted on a track or tracks prior to my in-
- Series, passes over a pulley, ¥, near the outer

end of the notched track, back under the floor

‘of the gin-room, over one of the pulleys in the
pulley-house, and down to the drum, where it

is provided with a hook for engagement there-
with. Whenthetrucksearryingthe gin-stands
are run out in ease of fire they come 1n con-

tact with the upper hinged section of the in-

clined track and raise it automatically, and |

descend the lower section to the track below,
and are run out of the way of danger. The
last to leave the bunilding when on fire is the

truck carrying the engine and gearing. The

belts shounld be cut that con{pect the engine-
gearing with the gin-gearing, the rope con-
nected to the truck b and to the drum, and the

- engine reversed to take up the rope, which,

20

when the bars have been removed, will run the
engine-truck out of the building and away from
the fire. Thus only the bulldmg will be con-

sumed, and a great saving over the present
construction will be had.

A truck carrying an engine for operating a
25 crane or a rock-drilling machine has been i

vention, and trucks of this class have been.

chocked in position on their tracks while their
surmounted mechanism wasinoperation, and I
claim neither of these features, broadly.

What I claim is—

1. In a gin-building, the track «, truck b,
and cross-platforms for the engine and gear-
ing,in combination with the bars and stirraps
for securing the same in place upon the track,
substantlaliy as specified.

2. In a gin-building, the eombination, with

the track ¢ and truck b, carrying the drum, of

the rope and tackle for running the truck out
of the building, substantially as specified.

o. In a gin-building, the notehed track upon
the upper ﬂoor extending out to the inclined
track,in camblnatlou with the gin-stand trucks,

‘the inclined sectional tracks, and the rope and

mechanism for operating the trucks, substan

tially as specified.
B. I' FERGUSON.
Witnesses : |
G. C. MOUNTCASTLE,
J. H. BATES.
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