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Application filed July 10, 1882, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JoSEPH I. BARNUM, of

‘the city of New York, in the State of New
York,have invented an Improvement in Music-

Leaf Turners, of which the following is a speci-
fication. |
'The objeet of this invention is to provide an

attachment for pianos, organs, and similar in-
straments and music-stands, by meansof which

the music-leaves can be turned by the action
of apedal moved by the foot,so that the hands
are kept free for playing upon the instrument,
and the-musician is not dependent upon any
person for turning the sheets. I also place the
sheet-music in a holder somewhat resembling
a photograph-album, so that the sheét-music 1s
supported and can be reliably turned by the

turning of the album sheets or frames. -

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical sec-
tion transversely of the music-holder. Iig. 2

is an elevation, with part of the base of the

musgice-rack in seetion. Fig. 3 is a section 1n
larger size of the sheet-holder and turning-
arm. Tig. 4 is a plan of the book for holding
the sheet-music. Iig.5is a horizontal section
through one of the frames in larger size, and
Fig. 6 is an elevation of a portion of a frame,
and of the clamp for retaining the sheet of
music within the {frame.

The music-rack « and its base b are usually
above the keys in the instrument. "L'hese are

- to be of any desirable or ordinary character.

Within the base b there is a shaft, ¢, which

extends up through the bottom of the music-
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rack, and is provided with an arm, ¢/, with a
spring, d, at the end. This shaft has around
it a‘helical or other suitablespring, ¢, by means
of which the shaft and arm are thrown around
to the right, when not otherwise acted upon.
This spring e is fastened at one end to one of
the journal-bearings that sustain the shaft e,
and the other end to the shaft itselt, so that
the spring is either coiled or uncoiled by the
partial rotation of the shaft. Upon this shatt
¢is a grooved pulley, f, around which is passed
a cord, ¢, the end of which cord is fastened to
the pulley, and said cord is led over the sheave
h down to a pedal or pedal-lever, so that when
the foot is pressed upon such pedal the cord g
is drawn down and the pulley / and shait ¢
are given nearly a half-revolution. As the

or leather.

pedal is relieved the helical spring e turns the
shaft and arm ¢’ back to the normal position
and winds up the cord partially wapon such
puliey.

A spring-plate, /7, rests against the peripkh-

ery of the pulley /, to prevent the leat-turner
‘moving or being moved too suddenly, and also

to prevent the cord from flying from the pulley.

The shaft ¢ is not vertical, but at an 1nchina-
tion, the lower end of the shaft being to the
right of a vertical line. Thisis done so that the
arm ¢/, with its spring-finger, as it is moved
around from the right to the left in turning
the musie-leaf, may draw down from the plane
in which the musie-sheets are swung, and there-
by separate the finger d from the musiec-sheet,
allowing such sheet to fall to the left as the
arm ¢ goes back to position at the right, where
the spring-finger again takes another music-
holding sheet, ready for being turned at the
next movement of the turner-pedal.

Thebook into which the sheet-musie is placed
is provided with covers I I and a flexible back,
and to this flexible back the trames n # are
conntected by flexible material, such as muslin
Bach frame is of card-board or
other light material, of a size as large as the
sheet-music, and there are clamps by which to
hold the sheet-music to the frame 2. These
clamps are of any convenient character. Those
as shown at o o are made of wire, with helices
near the ends, through which helices the wires
or staples # pass, and the ends of the spring-
wires and the ends of the wire staples are fast-
ened to the frames, so that the wire clamps
may be raised and the sheet ¢ passed between
the clamp and the frames n, and then the
clamps at the top, bottom, and front edges ot
the sheet will hold the same to the frame, so
that the sheets can be turned by swinging the
frames from the right side over to the left in
the book. I however prefer to use two of the
card-board frames for each sheet of music,sach
music being placed between thesaid framesand
the frames held together by swinging clamps
or clip-pieces a?, of sheet wmetal, set over the
edoes of the frames, as seen in Iigs. 5 and 0.

It is to be understood that the frames for
the sheets are kept apart a slight distance by
studs or stops v, so that there will be a space
for the spring - lateh d to pass up and eateh
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each sheet 1n succession, and a stop at # is
provided upon the arm which comes against
the surface of the frame as the arm returns to
the normal position at the right side of the
book and below the outer sheet of unturned
music.

It 1s to be understood that as each frame
with the sheet-musie is turned the stop ¢ and
spring-finger become separated from the under
edge of the sheet-holding frame automatically,
in consequernce of the arm swinging in an in.
clined plane to the plane described by the
leaves in being turned, the inclination of the
shatt ¢ eiffecting this movement.

There are to be studs or pins at J? upon the
music-rack at each edge of the book - covers
when open, so that the book will be held in its
proper position relatively to the devices that
turn the sheets. -

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination, with the leaf-turning |
arm ¢, of' a shaft, ¢, supporting such arm, with |

253,938

the lower end inclined to the right, so that the

arm and sheet separate antomatically, and a
pulley, cord, and treadle,.substantially as set

forth.
2. The combination, in a music-leaf turner,

of an inclined shaft, an arm with a stop and
spring - lateh, a pulley, a ceord, and a treadle
for moving the shaft, and a friction-plate, sub-
stantially as set forth.

o, The combination, with the music-turning
arm, of a sheet-holding book having open
card-board frames, a back to which the frames
are fastened, and clamps to hold the sheet-
music against the card-board frames, sabstan-
tially as set forth.

Signed by me this 28th day of June, A. D,
1882, .

JOS. I. BARNUAM,

Witnesses:
- GEo. T. PINCKNEY,
CaASs, H. Sarrrmo.
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