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To all whom it may concern:

Be it kunown that I, WirnLiam H, LEwis, of
Brooklyn,in the connty of Kings and State of
New York,have invented a new and Improved
Plate - Holder for Photographic Cameras, of
which the following 1s a full, clear, and exact
description.

The object of my invention is to faecilitate
the inserting and removing of sensitized plates
trom the plate-holder of photographic cameras.

The invention consists in a photograplsce-
plate holder having one end of its frame made
removable 1n order to facilitate the iusertion
and removal of the sensitized plates.

The invention also consists in the combina-
tion, with the plate-holder, of alocking device,
and of springs for moving the plates, and in
certain other peculianties of construction, all
of which will be fully set forth hereinatter.

Reference is to be bad to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the ficures,.

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of my im-
proved plate-holder, showing one ot the slides
withdiawn, and showing the removable frame-
piece opened and tuwined down., Xig, 2 is an
elevation of the plate-holder, showing the mov-
able end piece turned down and the glass plates
and the slidesremoved. Ifig.31isa perspective
view of part of the plate-holder, showing the
removable frame-piece closed.
~ In general the plate - holder is of the usual
con~truction, with the exception of the im-
provements to be described hereinatter.

1 bave shown these improvements applied
to a double plate holder; but they may he ap-
plicd equally as well to a single plate holder.

The tiame A of the photographic-plate hold-
er hasone end, B, made movable, and this mov-
able frame-piece B is hinged to the fixed part
of the frame at one end by means of a hinge,
Ly, and at the opposite or swinging eud it is
provided with a stud, O, which catches in a
spring-lock, D, fastened to the frame A, which
stud aud spring-lock hold and lock the mova-
ble trame - piece B to the frame A when it is
closed or folded against the same. Theinner
longitndinal surface of the removable frame-

groove, a, for receiving the end of the sentum
15, with two longitudinal side grooves, b b, for
receiving the inner ends of the slides K, and
between each side groove, b, and the groove ¢

with a longitudinal shoulder, d, for the ends of

the sensitized glass plates I, These grooves
and shoulders cause the removable frame-piece
to fit closely against the ends of the septum, the
siides, and the plates, thereby exclunding the
light at the removable end of the plate-holder.
The end piece of the frame A, opposite the
movable frame-piece B, is provided in its inner
longitudinal surface with two longitudinal

grooves, f f, in each of whicb a bow-spring, G,
Is Tastened at the middle, so that the ends of

the spring will be free and will press against
the ends of the glass plates IY, which are passed
1ntothe plate bolder. The usnal plate-springs,
H,areattached totheseptum. Thespring-lock
D and the stud C, in order that they may not
project above the outer surface of the frame,
are located in grooves ¢ and L in the frame A
and in the end of the movable frame - piece,
respectively, and the movable frame - piece B
13 provided at its end with a finger - notch, J,
which admits of Inserting the finger to raise
the lock . To insert sensitized plates the
frame-piece B 1s unlocked by raising the lock
D, and the frame-piece B is then swuang down
below the grooves of the frame A, whereby the
end of the frame A will be opened and the bot-
tom grooves completely exposed, so that the
plate I' can bLe inserted and pushed home
agalnst the springs . Theplate-holderisthen
closed by swinging back the frame B, whereby
the plates If will be pushed completely into the
plate-bolder, thereby fiattening the spring G,
and the frame - plece B will be antomatically
JIocked by means of the lock D and the stud C.
If the plates are to be removed, the {frame-piece
B isopened and swung down, as deseribed, and
tlie springs G will then act to push the plates
If outward—that 1s,toward the open end of the
plate-holder—so that they can be seized very
conveuniently and withdrawn frou the plate-
holder.

1 do not limit or confine myself to the exact
form herein shown of the several parts, as they
may be varied, as desired by the maker, with-

5o piece Bis provided with a central iongitudinal | out departing from my invention.
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1 am aware that a spring - catch has hereto-
fore been emploved in plate - holders, and 1
therefore lay no c¢laim, broadly, to snch inven-

tion.

Having thus fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— |

1. A photographic-plate holder constructed
substantially as herein shown and deseribed,
with one end of the frame and itsend grooves

made removable, as and for the purpose set |

forth. | |

2. The combination, with the fixed end ot the
frame, and with the removable end thereof, of
a spring adapted to yield and allow the pho-
tographic plate to be pressed home toits place
when the removable end piece is closed,and to
push the plate forward for removal when the
removable end is opened, as set forth.

3. The combination, in a plate-helder, with
the fixed part A of the frawme, of the hinged

part B and spring-lock D C, constructed and |

22,717

arranged tooperate substantially as described,

and for the purpose set torth.
4. The combination, with the extremity of

the fixed frame-piece and the extremity of the
removable frame-piece, of a hinge, L, substan-
tially as herein shown and described, adapted
to allow the removable frame - plece to turn
down below the level of the groove in which
the photographic plates move, as set torth..

5. The combination, with a photograpbic-
plate holder, of a removable frame-plece hiav-
ing its inner surface grooved, so as to adapt 1t
to fit over the ends of the septum, the photo-
oraphie plates, and the slides, substantially as
herein shown and described, and for the pur-
pose of holding the sensitized plates in place,
as set forth.

WILLIAM H, LEWIb.

Withesses:
KDGAR TATE, _
Davip M. HOLDREDGE,
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