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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

ABDIEL W. EICHELBERGER, OF HANOVER, PENNSYLVANIA.

ICE-CREEPER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Pa.tent No. 272,669, dated Febru&ry 20, 1883.
Application. fuea December 4, 1882. (No model.)

1o all whom 4t ma,y CONCErn :

Be it known that I, ABDIEL W. EICHELBER-
GER,a citizen of the United States of America,
residing at Hanover, in the county of York and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Ice-Creepers,
of which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings.

This invention relates to improvements in
1ce-creepers, whereby the coustruction of the
device 1s simplified and its effectiveness in-
creased, and whereby also the creeper may be
readily a,t.ta.(,hed toand detached from the shoe
or overshoe. _

One of the objects of my invention is the
construction of an. ice-creeper which shall be
well adapted for application to a rubber or
gum overshoe,and at the sawme time be equally
as well fitted for use with the ordinary walk-
ing shoe or boot. The construction issuch as
to enable the creeper to be readily applied to
and taken from the heel of the overshoe with-
out cutting, indencing, or otherwise damaging
the rubber.

In the accompanying drawin os, Figure 1 is

a perspective view of an overshoe thlIlﬂ' the
a per- |
spective view of the creeper, showing a modi--

mvention applied thereto. Fig. 2 is
fication 1n its construction.. |
Similar letters of reference indicate similar
partsin both figures. -
A is a rubber or gum overshoe. B is the
creeper, made of pldte steel, ¢ showing the
part which fits ap against Lhe under surface of
the heel of the shoe, and b portions extending

- upward, constituting springs to fit against and
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around the counter or part & ot the shoe. The
part ¢ of the ereeper is provided with down.

wardly-projecting points or spurs ¢, which inay

besuitablyarrangedto givetherequisiterough-
ened under surface. The forward end of the
part @ 1s inclined upward, as shown at @/, to
fit or abut agaiust the forward edge of l:he
heel, against which it is drawn by the elas.
ticity of the rear spring, b, The part ¢/, thus
fitting against the tforward edee or bredst of
the heel assists in preserving “the steadiness
of the creeper upon the heel of the shoe, Each
of the springs b1is atits top curved outwardly,

Into the material of the shoe or overshoe as

the heel is forced down iuto the ereeper. The -

central portion of the flat surface a is prefer-
ably open or centrally perforated, as shown,
In order to decrease the weight of the devu_,e
and also to afford a better bearing or hold ln
the ice, by reason of the formdrion' of projec-
tions d, extending from the inner edge of bclld
opening. |

In manufacturing. the creeper as shown in
Fig. 1, the whole is S’[‘meed out of a blank of
sheet-steel at one operation by suitable dies.
In the modification shown in Fig. 2 the springs
b are riveted to the lower or flat portion, «,
which construction may be preferred by some

manuafactarers with a view to economy in ma-

terial.

| so that the edge will not bind against or cut
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The rear spring, b, may, 1f preferred, be pro-

vided with a slot,
Sy of rubber, usually found at the counter of a
rubber overwhoe to facilitate its removal from
{ the foot. The slub fitting over said pm]e(..tmn

| will assist in mdmt&mmg‘ the creeper in place.

This 1nvention, it will be seen, provides a
cheap, simple, inexpensive, and efﬁeutn e safe-
guard against slipping on ice, and is readily
applied to or removed from the shoe.
| I claim as my invention—

1. In an ice-creeper, a centrally-perforated
heel-plate having an inner and an outer series
| of spurs and a front or breast portion extend-
ing across the entire width of the plate, com-
bined with front and back vertical springs

—

~adapted to fit around and embrace the coun-

ter of a shoe, both at the front and rear ot the
heel, subsmutlally as set forth.,

2. In an ice-creeper, the combination of a
lower plate and a rear slotted spring adapt-
ed to fit over the projection at the rear of the
counter portion of an overshoe, substauntially
as set forth, |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature, in
presence of two W1t1165btb, this 29th day of

—

" November, 1882,

ABDIEL W, EIC HELBDRGER

Witnesses:
GEORGE H. HOWARD,
W 11 bOLFn '
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