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10 taching cockeyes, hooks, buckles,or other con- | the plates are secured to the trace, a socket in 6o
trivances of this sort, to the end of the traces | which the cross-bar g of the cockeye, hook, or
Or straps. buckle turns or rests. As shownin the draw-
~_The object of the invention is to construet | ings, the hooks 77 f/ are arranged on the outer
the clasp or coupling in such mannerthat the | side of the hooks f /, and a sufficient opening,

(5 cockeye, buckle, or other device which is at- | &, is formed between the inner hooks, 1 f, to 65

JAMES M. BASINGER, OF BUFFALO, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR OF ONE FOURTH
- TO PRATT & LETCHWORTH, OF SAME PLACE. - .

TRACE-COUPLING.

- SPECIFICATION fOfming part of Letters Patent No. 272,624, dated February 20, 18883,
Application filed October 21, 1882. (No model.) |

To all whom it may concern : _
Be it known that I, JAMES M. BASINGER, of

‘the city of Baffalo, in the county of Erie and

State of New York, have invented new and

useful Improvements in Couplings for Traces,

&c., of which the following is a specification.
This invention relates to an improvement in

clasps or couplings designed for use on traces

and other harness-straps for the purpose of at-

tached to the trace by means of the clasp or
coupling can be readily removed and another

by forming a metallic casing inclosing the end
of the trace. |

ff represent two hooks formed on the outer

end of the plate C, and f7 f/ are two similar
hooks formed on the outer end of the plate (.
The two sets of hooks £ f and f” f/ are turned
10 opposite directions, each set forming a half-
bearing for the cross-bar gof the cockeye, hook,

~or buckle, and both sets ot hooks forming, when

permit the shank ¢ of the cockeye to play there-
in.. The endsof the hooks f close against pro-

53

device substituted in its place. | .
My invention cousists of the peculiar con-
strauction of the clasp or coupling whereby this

jections j, formed on the outer end of the plate
C’, 80 as to form a continnation of the hooks

20 Jand close the opening thereof when theplates 7o

25 and Fig. 3 is a side elevation, of my improved | projectionsk, and the flanges ¢/ of the plate O/ 7 5
coupling. Ifig. 4 is an end view thereof with | are provided with recesses k', which receive
the cockeye turned to one side. Fig. 5 is a | the projections , as clearly shown in Fig. 1,
¢ross- section in line # z, Fig. 3. Tigs. 6 and | and whereby the plates are retained in the
 are edge views of the two parts of the coup- | proper relative position longitudinally.

30 ling detached. Tig. 8 is a perspective view, The plate C' is provided with a stud, I, which 8o
showing the two parts of the coupling partially penetrates the trace and enters an opening, V/,
put together. Iig.9is an edge view of the | in the plate C, and which serves as an addi-
cockeye. Pig.10 is a side elevation of the end | tional fastenin g connecting the plates with the
oi the coupling,showing a hook substituted for | trace. When the plates are disconnected from

33 the cockeye. | each other, the cockeye, hook, buckle, or other 8¢

end is accomplished, as will be hereinafter fuliy
described, and pointed out in the claims.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

an edge view, Iig. 2 a longitudinal section, |

- Like letters of reference refer to like parts

in the several figures. |
A represents a trace, tug, or other harness

' Strap, to the end of which a cockeye, B, or a
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e ¢ are flanges tformed, respectively, on the
longitudinal edges of the plates C C/, so as to
overlap the edges of the trace, tug, or strap
and come in coutact with each other when the
two plates C C/ are secured to the trace, there-

C O’ are secured to the trace, and the ends of
the hooks f/ close against similar projections,

J's formed on the outer end of the plate C.

The flanges e of the plate Care provided with

(levice which is to be attached to-the trace or
strap, 18 placed with its cross-barin one set of
the hooks. Theother half of the clasp or coup-

ling 18 then applied to the opposite side of the

readily accomplished by removing the screw or
vivet d and separating the plates.

Iach of the parts constituting my improved
clasp or coupling is readily ¢ast complete of
| malleableiron or other suitable metal,and the rco

40 hook, buckle, or other similar fastening device, | strap, whereby the socket containing the cross- Qo
1s designed to be attached. | bar of the cockeye or other device is complet-
C U’ represent two metallic plates adapted to | ed,and the platesarefirmly secured tothe trace
Le placed against opposite sides of the trace, | or strap by the screw or rivet d. | |
tug, or strap A, and secured thereto by means If at any time it becomes desirable to sub-
45 of a screw or rivet, d, stitute another device for the cockeye, this is g5
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device forms a neat and durable trimming for

the strap, and avoids the necessity of doubling
the strap around the cross-bar of the cockeye

or other device, thereby effecting a saving both

5 in leather and in labor.
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If desired, the socket may be constructed
Wholly upon oune of the plates, and the other
plate, when in place, may rest with its end
againstthe end of the socket, whereby the cock-
eyeorotherdeviceiskeptinplace; butinsocon-
structing the c¢lasp the strain or draft falls prin-
cipally upon the plate upon which the socket
is formed, and tends to disarrange the plates,
and I therefore prefer to form each plate with
a portion of the socket.

The flanges along the edges of both plates
may be omitted, if desired, or the fianges may
be constructed wholly upon ouve of the plates,
and the other plate'may rest upon the edges
of the flanges or befween the flanges; but 1
prefer/to construct both plates with ﬂ.;n.lffes,
as hereinbefore described, |

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination, with the }ﬂﬂtt‘b C O, of
the hooks f f7, turned in opposite directions,
and COIlth'Hbth to form a socket for a cockeye
or other similar device when the plates are se-
cured to opposite sides of the trace or strap,
wb%mtml]y as set forth.
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2. The combination of two plates, C €/, pro-
vided with hooks f 1/, tur ned in opposite direc-
tions, and projections j j/, against which the
hooks close when the plates are secured to the
trace or strap, substantially as set forth.

3. The combination of two plates, C C/, each
provlded with a portion of a socket for the re-

ception of a cockeye or similar device, and
longitadinal flanges e¢/,adapted to overlap the

edges of the strap to which the plates are se-
cured, substantially as set forth. |
4. The combination of two plates, G (J’, each
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provided with a portion of a socket for the re- .

ception of a cockeye or similar device, flan ges
¢, provided with projections %k, and tlanges ¢/,

provided with recesses A/, Sub%tantmlly as Set--

forth
The combination of two plates, C {’, each

-pmmded with a portion of a socket for the re-

ception of a cockeye or similar device, a stud,
[, formed in one of the plates, an opening, Z"
formed in the opposite plate, for the 1eceptmn
of the stud I, and a serew or rivef, d, whereby
the plates are secured to the strap, substan-
tially as set forth.
JAMES M. BASIN GER.
Witnesses:
JNO, J. BONNER,
CHAs., I, GEYER.
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