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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLLiAm F. WHITNEY,
of Poughkeepsie, in the county of Dutchess
and State of New York, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Racks for

Pool-Balls, of which the following is'a speci-
fication. |

The object of my invention is to provide a
very shinple and desirable rack for pool-balls,
In which the balls are so retained that they
may all .be simunltaneously released and deliv-
ered into a tray provided with a bottom, in
which they are carried to the pool-table.

The invention consists in the combination,

“with a rack or case comprising channels or

compartments whiech are adapted to receive
the Dballs of the several players, and which

~have openings at their ends, through which
the balls may be delivered, of a stop or stops-

arranged adjacent to said openings, for pre-
venting the escape-of the balls except-at the
desired time, and adapted to be moved to af-
ford the balls free egress when it is desired to
deliver them. | o | |
The iuvention also consists in the combina-
tion, with a rack or case comprising channels
or compartments formed by aseries of shelves
which are arranged one above another, and
which are inclined and have openings at their

lower ends, through which the balls may be

delivered, of stops arranged adjacent to said
openings, forpreventing the escape of the balls
except atthedesired time, and which areadapt-
ed to be moved to permit the balls to pass
throughsatdopeningswhendesired. Thestops
may be moved vertically or horizontally toallow

the balls to escape from the inclined shelves,

or they may be pivoted so that they can be

turned aside for tlie same purpose, and the

stops at opposite sides of the rackor case may
be connected so that they may be moved aside
by operating a single lever or device, as here-
inatter fully deseribed.
Intheaccompanyingdrawings, IFigure 1 rep-
resents a partly sectional front elevation of a
rack embodying my invention. Fig. 2 repre-
sents a vertical section thereof on the dotted
line x #, Fig. 1. TFig. 3 represents a detail
view, showing stops of modified form. Fig. 4
represents a tront elevation of a rack of modi-

e

| egress of the balls.

permtit the balls to pass through it.

Fig. 5 represents a vertical section on the dot-
ted line ¥ ¥, Fig. 4.

Similar letters of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

Referring first to Figs.1and 2, A designates
an upright rack or case, open at the front, and
adapted to be secured in an upright position
to @ wall or other support.
the rack or case is made suofficiently broad to
support a tray, B, in which the balls may be
carried to the pool-table. At the frontot the
case are lips or flanges a, which projeet in-
ward from opposite apright sides thercof,and
between these flanges aud the back of the case
are shelves O, which are arranged one above
another, and are inclined alternately toward
opposite sides of the case, as ¢learly seen in
I'ig. 1. These shelves C may be channeled or
recessed longitudinally on theirupper sarfaces,
as seen ¢learly in Fig. 2, so as to retain the
balls when placed upon them, and they may
be provided with lips or ledges at their front
edges, and they are set at such an inclination
that the balls will roll toward their lower ends.
Instead of being inclined alternately in oppo-
site directions, the shelves might all be in-
clined in one direction.
C form beftween them channels or compart-

The bottom A/’ of

The several shelves
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ments C/ for the balls, and at the lower end of 8o

each shelf is an opening, b, large enough to
There-
fore 1t will be seen that when permitted the
balls will roll along the shelves and downward
from oune shelf to another, until they are de-
livered by a spout or chute, D, into the tray
B, in which they are taken to the pool-table.
- Adjacent to each operning b is a stop, ¢,
which, when adjusted into proper position
relatively to the opening, will prevent the
As here represented, the
Stops ¢ consist of projections upon upright
bars I, which are adapted to slide vertically

10 grooves d in opposite sides of the case, as

shown in Ifig. 1, and which may be connected
by a eross-bar, I/, so that they may be raised
and lowered together. Thetwobars E may be
raised and lowered by applying the hand to the
cross-bar Ii’ or by meansofalever, F, fulecrumed

at eto the case, and connected at e’ to the said

cross-bar. When the stops ¢ are in their low-

fied form, also embodying my invention; and | est position, as shown in Fig. 1, they will all
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be obtruded in the way of the balls and pre-
vent the latter from passing through the open-
ings D, but when raised the stops will permit
the balls to pass under them and through the
openings b, which will enable the balls to all
pass downward into the tray B. The grooves
d constitute guides forthe bars I, and it is ob-
vious that by modifving these guides, or pro-
viding guides of different form, the said bars
might be moved outward horizontally away

from each other to withdraw their stops ont.

of the way of the balls, or toward the backor
frout of the case sufficiently to withdraw the
stops and allow the balils to escape. 1f the
stops were adapted to be withdrawn toward
the back or front of the case, a very slight
movement would be sufficient.

Instead of the sliding stops, 1 may employ
stops ¢ arranged and operdted as shown in
Kig. 3.
that it may be swung or turned into the posi-
tion shown in full outline to prevent the es-
cape of the balls, or into the position shown in
dotted outline to permit the balls to escape.

The several pivoted stops ¢ on each side of

| the case may all be connected by a rod or bar,

ry

2, as clearly shown, to provide for operating
them together, and the two rods or bars ¢?on
opposite sides of the case may be connected
by a cross rod or barsimilar to the manner in
which the bars If are connected by the Cross-
bar B/,

Turning now to Ifigs, 4 and 5, A {1051g1mtf=s
2 rack or case, which 1s divided by upright
partitions £ into a number of channels or comn-
partments, C/,.in which the balls are placed.
The balls are prevented trom escaping from
the channels or compartments at the front by
flanges ¢ ¢/, attached to the partitions f, and
the upuuht flanges ¢ are discontinued. or
omitted near the top, as clearly shownin Ifig.
4, so as to afford provision for placing the

'ballb in the channels or compartments C/.  In

this example of my invention the openings b
are at the lower ends of the chaunels or com-

partments €/, and all the openings are closed

by a single stop, G, which consists of a flap or
leaf, hinged by arock-shaft, G/, at its frontedge,
so thatit may be swung downward and forward
into the position shown in dotted outline in
Fig. b to permit all the balls to escape from
the channels or compartments G/ into the tray
B, placed on the bottom A’ of the case in po-
Sltmn to receive them. The pivot or rock-
shaft (/, on which the stop  turns, is pro-
vided with an arm or lever, (%, whereby itmay
be turned ; and this arm or lever 1s here rep-
regsented as elastic and provided with a shoul-
der, &, which may engage with a stationary
catch or fixed shoulder I/, on the case to hold
the stop G in position to close all the open-
ings b, WWhen the stop & is to be 'mthdr AW

THach of said stops 18 pivoted ate’, so0
. ?

!

the lever G? is first raised or sprung upward
to release the shoulder ifrom the catch 2/, and
1s then raised still farther to swing the stop
downward and forward. When the lever G?
is pushed down toreturn the stop &, the shoul-
der i engages automatically with its catch A'.

By my invention I provide for retaining the
balls of different plavers separate and for de-
livering them quickly and without the neces-
sity of handling them into the tray, in which

they may Le carried to the table.

1 do not wish to here make a specific claim
for 4 rack which is adapted to be slid longi-
tudinally in an inclosing - case, and in which

stops are provided for retaining the balls in

front of openings in the case; nor do L claim,

specifically, a rack composed of two sets of

shelves in which the ballsare placed and which
are inclined in opposite directions and provid-

ed with swinging stops at their lower and ad-
“jacent ends, which stops are connected with a

pull-piece, so as to provide for releasing the
balls from both sets of shelves at the same
time. I do, however,.regard the above- de-
scribed racks as generically of my invention,
and thereforeintend toclaim.thesame, generice-
ally. -

What I elaim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, i5—

1. Thecombination, witha rack or casecom-
prising channels or compartiments which are

adapted to receive the balls of the several play- .

ers, and which have openings at their ends,

through which the balls may be delivered, of

a movable stop or stops adjacent to said open-
ings, for preventing the escape of the balls be-
fore the desired time, substantially as Speu-

| ﬁed

2. The combination, with araclk or case com-

prising iunclined shelves arranged one above

another and having at their lower ends open-
ings for the deltvery of the balls, of movable
stopsadjacent to said openings, for preventing
the escape of the balls before the desired time,
substantially as specified.

3. Thecombination, with a rack or case com-
prising shelves arranged one above another
and inclined alternately in opposite directions,
and which are provided with openings at their

lower ends, of stops adjacent to said openings

and adapted to be slid to withdraw them from
said openings, substantially as specified.

4. ‘I'he combination, with the rack or case A,
comprising the inclined shelv es O, which are

provided with openings b at their 10wer ends,

of the bars H, carrying stopse, and connected
so that they may be moved simultaneously,

| substantially as specificd.

W, K. WIITNREY.

Witnesses: |
HENRY A. HORSFALL,
GrO. W STORM.
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