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- lowing is a full, clear, and exact description of
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| parts of an upper berth for the same, as here-
inafter more tully deseribed and claimed, =
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To all whom it may concers.:

Be it known that I, WiLrniaAm H. PAULD-
ING, of New York, in the county of New York
and State of New York, have invented certain |
new and useful Improvements in Palace Sleep-
ing-Oars; and I do hereby declare that the fol-

the invention, which will enable others skilled

in the art to which it appertains to make and

use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, which form a part of
this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is an elevation of a section of a |
rallway-car, showing the upper berth in the
position whieh it occupies during the day-time.
Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the same. Fig. 3
1S a top or plan view of my improved upper
berth, Fig. 4 is a cross-section of the berth-
frame; and Fig. b is a longitudinal sectional |
view through oneend of the berth, ready to re-
ceive the bedding. |

Like lettersof reference indicate correspond-
ing parts in all the fignres.

My invention has relation to sleeping-cars
or railway passenger-cars adapted to be trans-
formed iuto sleeping-cars; and it consists in '
the improved construction and arrangement of |

'

For the purposes of strength and economy |
of space I coustruct the frame A of my im-
proved upper berth of wrought - steel or its
equivalent, covered with wood B, the wood
covering extending inwardly, (that is, toward
the interior of the frame,) so as to form a bev-
eled ledge, C. This combined wood and steel
frame 1s of rectangular shape and any desired
size—say about six feet and two inches long
by three feet wide. A steel rod (shown at D)
connects the side pieces of the frame mid-
way, and at opposite ends of the frame are
placed spring-rollers L, having curtains I, of
sheeting, duck, or other suitable material,
which, when extended, as shown in Figs.3 and |
O of the drawings, to forms the bottomw of the
berth, may be booked or otherwise fastened
with their free ends upon the middle cross- |
bar, D. 4

G and H are respectively the head and foot
boards, which are hinged at opposite ends of |

is not in use and the. sheeting wound upon

the rollers, these, with the sheeting, are cov-
ered by the hinged boards G and H, which are
folded down upon them, as shown in Fig. 1,
and suitably fastened in their folded position,
the boards being paneled or otherwise deco-

rated to present an ornamental appearance on

the side exposed to view. This frame is not
hinged or fixed permanently to any part of the
interior of the ear, but when not in use is
stowed away by placing it against the sides of
the car across the windows, as shown in Figs.
1 and 2, the lowermost side resting on hooks,
brackets, or other suitable supports projecting
from the wainscoting. When in this position
the thin rod or cross-bar D will run along the
papel, dividing the pair of windows of each
section, and the rollers, with theircurtains, will
be concealed from view by the folded orna-

mental panels G-and H. The upper side piece,

stretching across the windows, is so thin and
slender as not to obscure or otherwise inter-
fere with the view, or obstruet the admission
of fresh air when the windows are raised.

1 do not eonfine myself toany specific means

for supporting the berth in a horizontal posi-

tioninthe night-time,as there are varions ways
In which this may be done, which will readily
suggest themselves. For example, one of the
sides of the berth-frame may be provided with
projections fitting into sockets in the timbers
of the car-side, while the other side, facing the
middle aisle of the car, may be supported upon
braces, the lower ends of which are fixed in
the car-floor orin the seat-arms, and the berth-
frames may be locked together endwise by slid-
ing bolts or other snitable means. NordoIcon-
fine myself as to the construction and dispo-
sition of the bedding, which wmay, if desired,
be formed by the removable backs of the seats
of each section, each chair-back being made
either in one or two pieces, as may be found
expedient, to adapt i6 to this purpose.
Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States— |
1. The berth-frame composed of a rectangu-
lar frame of steel or its equivalent, A, covered
with wood B, shaped to form an inwardly-pro-
jeeting beveled ledge or shoulder, C, substan-

‘the trame. In the day-time, when the berth | tially as and for the purpose set forth.
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2. An upper berth for sleeping-cars, consist- | devices at their free ends, and hinged boards
ing of the rectangular frame A B C, having | or panels G and H, constructed and combined
middle cross-bar, D, and spring-rollers X L, | substantially as and for the purpose herein ig
hung in opposite ends of the frame, and hav- | shown and set forth. .

5 ing curtains I If, adapted to be fastened with In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
their free ends to the middle cross-bar, sub- | my own I have hereunto affixed my signature

stantially as and for the purpose shown and | in presence of two witnesses. |
set forth.

3. An upper berth for sleeping-cars, consist- WILLIAM HENRY PAULDING.
10 ing of the rectangular frame A B C, having Witnesses:
- middle eross-bar, D, spring-rollers K E, having | ADRIAN A. POTTIER,
curtains I IY, provided with suitable fastening | THEODORE K. SMITH.
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