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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, CHARLES KAEPPEL, of

the city, county, and State of New York, hme
‘invented certain newand useful Im provements

in Damping-Tracks, of which the following is

a Specification. .

1his invention has reference to an improved
dumping-truck for carrying coal and other
materials; avrd it consists of a track-body
hinged to the bolster of the hind wheels below
the Iwei of the surface of the platform, said
body being locked by a transverse lookmg bar

to the truck-platform that extends from the |

bolster of the rear axle to the fifth-wheel.
The lochﬂ' bar is released from the driver’s
seat by means of a treadle and conneetin o.rod
at the front part of the truck, so that the tr uck
body is readily dumped 111thout the driver
dismounting. An end-gate is hinged to the
body at its upper rear end, and opeued at the

Jower end on releasing its retammg -chaiifs by

the pressure of the matendl to be dumped.
The body is returned into horizontal position
after dumping by a conuécting-chain and pul-
leys and by a winding-drum, whmh latter is
arranged below the dm er’s qedt

In the accompanyiugdrawings, Iligure 1rep-
resents a side elevation of my improved dump-
ing- truch Fig. 2 is a plan of the same; and
Ifig. 3 is a deteul view of a modified conbtruc
tion of bar for locking the body of the truck
to the platform thereof.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
spouding parts.

My improved dumping-truck is specially de-
signed for discharging the load—such as coal
or other material—then opening the end- -gate
and retarning the truck-body to its normal po-
sition mthout requiring the driver to dismount
from his seat. For this purpose all the mo-
tions of the truck-body are controlled by the
driver by mechanisms arranged near the seat
and at the front part of the truck.

In the drawings, A represents the platform, -

that extends from the bolster B of the hind
axle to and over the fifth-wheel C, which lat-
ter 1s supported 1n the usual manner by
springs on the front axle. The platform A is
recessed from the rear bolster, B, forward to
such a length as required by the truck-body D,

which is hinged by a transverse pivof-rod at
t of 1ts transverse

a point somWn\
center line to éyesd of the truck-body, and of

clips d?, attached to the bolster and axle of the
hind whee]b. The platform A 1is also support-
ed by inclined forward-extending brace-pieces
¢ on the hind axle, soas'toimpart the required

strength and rigidity to the former.

The hinge-connection of the truck-body D is
located at or slightly below the level of the

upper surface of the recessed platform, which

feature facilitates the dumping of the body D
with but a small effort, while the close fitting
of the body I into- the recess of the pldtf{)rm

A prevents any pieces of coal or other article
to enter between the platform and body.

The truck-body D is locked to the platform
A by meaus ot a transverse and centrally-ful-
crumed bar, D/, that is acted upon by a strong
band-spring, f, at one side, and operated by a
pivoted connecting-rod, f" and bell-crank le-
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ver %, having a treadle,fs, as shown in Fig,.

1, so as: to engage or disengage the locking-
hooks ¢, which are arranged 1n opposite direc-
tion to each other near the sides of the truck-
body.

The bottom of the truck-body D may also be
provided with staples ¢/, which are engaged
by hooks ¢® of the locking-bar D/, that is piv-
oted at one end and provided mth a handle at
the opposite end, as shown in Fig. 3; orit may
be locked to the platform by any other equiv-
alent means.

The rear end-gate, D? of the truck- hodv D is
pivoted at its upper eml to the sides of.the
body, and held in closed position by chains A,
whieh pass through eyes at both sides of the
truck body, and are retained by rings or other
device on fixed hooks A/ at the front end of the

body D, as shown in Fig. 1. When 1t is de-

sired to dump the load the said chains are re-
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leased, so that the end-gate is swung back by

the pressure of the load, so as to open thereby
antomatically and admit the dumping of the
load, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1.

The truck-body D is- returned to its .hori-
zontal position after damping by means of a
chain or chaius, [, attached to the front end of

the body, and passed over guide-pulleys I’ to
| & winding-dram, I, the shaft of which turns in
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bearings below the driver’s seat, and is pro-
vided with an actuating hand crank as showu
in IFigs. 1 and 2,

BV turning the crank of the wmdmg drum
the driver can pull the truck-body D from its
dumped position back into horizontal position
until the locking-bar D’engages the hooks and

- secures the body to the platform.
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If 1t be desired to simplify and cheapen the
counstruction of my improved dumping-truck,

the driver's seat may be dispensed with, in
which case he takes his seat in the usual man.
ner on the front gate of the truck-body.  In
thig case the driver returns tbe body D into
horizontal position after dumping by taking

bhold at the upper part of the- body, in which

case the winding-drum and chfun may be dlS
pensed with.

Having thus described m y invention, I claim
as new and deswe to secure by Letters Patent-—-

272,555

A dumping-truck havinga platform receqsed
or higher in front than in the rear, and hlgher
than the bottom of the truck-bod y, for the pur-

pose described, and a device for locking the
body to the platform and releasing it, consist-
ing of transverse and centrally- fulmumed bar
D’,that is acted upon by the band-spring £, and
opemted by pivoted connecting-rod f’, and
bell-crank lever f2 having a treadle, 13, so as
to engage or disengage the loclmm hooks ¢,
substantially as described.

In testimony that T claim the foregoing as

my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two submubmg witnesses.

CHARLES KAEPPEL,

Witnesses:
PAUL GOEPEL,
CARL KARP
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