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To all whom 4% may CONCETn : -
Be it known that I, GEORGE M. ROCKWELL,

of Woonsocket, in the county of Providence.

and State of Rhode Island, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Dress
Forms or Stands for use in Dressmaking, &e.;
and I dohereby declare thatthefollowing speci-
fication, taken in connection with the draw-
ings turnished and forming a partof the same,
is a clear, true, and. complete description of
the several featnres of my invention.

The objects of my said improvements are to
provide a cheap, compact, adjustable,

~fective device, which will serve the purpose of
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‘the usually expensive and cambersome lay-fig-
ures now employedin connection with the mak-
ing of dress-skirts and other flowing or draped
articlesof dress,not requiring a lay-figure hav-
ing a bust and shoulders. |

+ L

After a detailed description of one of my |

dress-stands the features deemed novel will be
specified 1n {

nexed. -

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a side

view of one of my novel stands arranged for
‘use; and with a dress-skirt thereon, indicated
g, 2 illustrates said.stand
in side and end views when in its folded or
compact condition, as when out of use. Ifig.

3 is a top and a bottom view of a detached ad- |
; 1| per ends of the bars C, according to the par- -

-justing-plate. - -
~ In my dress-stand I employ a central slid-
ing rod or spine, A, preferably composed of

erably composed of wood, and arranged to
slide upon said spine without rotation. 1o
each of said disks B there is jointed an annu-
lar series of radial arms, The upper disk B

is provided with short arms a, and the lower

disk with longer arms, ¢/, and said arms are

“flexibly secured.to their respective disks by a

45

pivot-wire, b, preferably after the well-known
manner of connecting bows and braces to the

slides and ringsof umbrellas, An annular se- |

‘ries of vertical bars, C, are each pivoted to an
“upper and a lower arm, a and a’, and these
bars not only serve as supports for a skirt, bat
they also serve as the legs of the stand. . ¥or

zo cheaply obtaining very flexible and durable

joints between said arms and bars I employ
one or two sheet-metal links, ¢, and suitable

and ef- |

he several c¢laims hereuanto ap-.

wood, and sqoare in cross-section. Upon said
spine are two radially-slotted disks, B, pref-

contraction for folding them into a compact
eylindrical condition -closely adjacent to and
parallel with the sliding spine A. For setting
said vertical bars in their expanded position
‘I employ at the lower end of the spine, and
below the adjacent disk B,an adjusting-plate,
D, having radial slots, inclined at their inner

cesses—one set on éach side thereof—the slots

other, so that by turning the plate over either
adjustment can be provided for. The spine at
its lower end has a scrgw knobor cap, d, which,
when removed, enables the adjusting-plate to
be readily taken from: .
in a reverse position. Torlocking the barsC

a pin, f, inserted in a transverse hole in the
spine A,adjacent tothe lower disk B, as shown,
and also a sliding annular block, e, on sald

prevented from sliding on the spine by means
of a transverse pin, g, placed in some one of
the several holes h in said spine, as indi-
cated in the drawings, thus enabling the block
e to cause more or less expansion of the up-

tienlar hole which may be occupied by said pin.

those used in umbrellas—or a simple thumb-
Jatch and spring may be obviously used for
engaging with serrations or teeth provided
therefor on one side of the spine. It will be
seen that when expanded for use the spine 18
elevated, and that the lower ends of the bars
(,serving as legs to the stand, will rest evenly
upon a floor or carpet, thus obviating any
necessity for and theexpenseof a special stand-
ard, as is requisite for lay-figures; and when
the stand is folded it will be seen that thé spine,
with the adjusting-plate D atfached thereto,
by being moved longitudinally, places said

thereby admits of the desired compactness of
the stand when not in use. It will also be

| be set or adjusted to any desired diameter, thus

In lien of the pins, various forms of spring-
latches may be employed—as, forinstance, l1ke

| plate beyond the lower ends of the bars C,and

| seen that the upper ends of the bars C may

| rivets, as clearly indicated, thus providing for
the expansion of the series of bars, and their

6o

ends for the reception of the several arms a'.
This adjusting-plate is rigidly connected tothe
spine, and has two series of said slots or re-

on one side being deeper than those on the . -
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the spine and replaced

in their expanded condition I prefer to employ
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spine, which engages with the arws @, and is
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. cunabling it to snugly receive the waistband of | vertical bars serving as legs to the stand,and ==
. Aadressskirt, and permit the convenient ar- | the arms and disks for flexibly conne tingthe 35

- standis light, readily bandled, and occupies | 4. In a dress forin or stand, the combination

.. Havingthusdescribed my invention, I claim | 6. The ¢ mbination, with the spine, the ta- =
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