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To all whom it may concern :
~ Be it known that I, GEORGE L. WASHING-
~ TON, a citizenof the Unlted States, and a resi-
- . dent of Matanzas, Island of Oub& ‘have in-
5 ventedan Imprwed Fiber for Oordaﬂ‘e, Textile
Fabrics, &e.,of which the followmg 1S a spem-
fication.
I have discovered that valuable fibers per-
‘meate the leaves of the plant known by the
botanical name of Sanseviera or Sanseviera
Africana, and that the fibers can be extracted
and made available for the manufacture of
- cordage, textile fabrics, &e. There are two or
three plantsof thespecies, all indigenous in the
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and, doubtless, in other tropical countries, and
thejr can be cultivated in the southern part of
Florida. _
- four to sixfeet long, and from twoand a half to
" 20 five inches across at the widest part.

extending from eud toend of the leaf. In or-
der to separate the fibers, I have hitherto sub-
Jected masses of the leavesin a green state to

25 the action of steam, and while the leaves are
saturated w1th mowture I have scraped them,

Island of Cuba and other West India Islands,

The leaves of this plant are from

Hach
leaf is composed, mainly, of a mass of fibers.

| s0 as to expose the fibers and separa,te the

same from gummy and other foreign matters,
the fibers being afterward washed, when they
are ready for use. This is the hand process-
which I have hithertopracticed ; butI propose
touse machinery for separatm o the fibers more
economically. The fibers admit of minute sub-
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-divisions, and, being of great length, are es-

pecially wePI adapted to the manufacture of 3¢

cordage, rope, &c.,and, being of asilky texture,

they may be apphed either alone or In connec- .
tion with other ﬁbers to the manufacture of
textile fabrics. |

I claim as my invention— |
- As a new article of manufactare, fibrous
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strands suitable for the making of cordage,

 textile fabrics, &c., produced by separating
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the fibrous portlons of the leaves of the p]ant
Sanseviera, substantially as set forth.
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In testimony whereof I have signed my name

to this specification in the presence of two sub-

serlbmn wilfnesses.

GEO. L. WASHINGTON.

Witnesses :
Jos. H. WASHINGTON,
JOSE MANUEL LOVIE.
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