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to be applied to the miter- -joints of {rames |
‘used by artists and others for the purpose of
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To all whom it gnay concern :
Be it known that I, AARON D. SHATTUOK

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Granby, in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements pertaining to Stretcher-
Frames, ot which the follomnﬂ‘ 18 a apeuﬁca
tion.

My invention counsists ot a metalllc plate
and wedge combined, forming a stretcher-key,

stretching canvas and other like material.

The-object of my invention is to furnish a
secure and substantial fastener for miter-
joints, which, united with a wedge driven for-
~ward into saul joints, shall str etuh the canvas
or like material when fastened to the stretcher-
frame, and at the same time hold the frame
together. I attain these objects by the device
illustrated in the ¢ accompany ing dra,wmns, 10
which—

Figure 1 is a view of the under side of the
plate and wedge united. Ifig. 2is a side view
of the same ; Iig. 3, a perspective view of the

wedge; Fig, 4, the mstrument as 1t appears
when- first ddjukted to the miter- -joint, and

Figs. 5 and 6 the same device in operation.
The common method of making stretchers
heretofore has been with complicated joints,
requiring much time and skill in their pro-
duction, and keyed with wooden wedges which

were liable to shrink and fall out of place.

Other contrivances are in use having springs !
set within the angles of the frame, which are
apt to fail from excess of strain or otherwise,
and require special machmexy for their ad-
Juc;tment |

My inv ention is simple and durable, and, be-

ing practically in one piece, caunot get out of

place, and is easily adjusted by any one WhO
can put together a common miter-joint.
Referrmg to the drawings, where similar
letters indicate similar parts, Figs. 1, 4, 5, and
6 show two open grooves or slots, a a,, m_ the

m—

-' | plate A, which are parallel to the sides of the
| wedge B as seen in the under side of the plate

A, Fig, 1.
The wedge may be of any required thick-

must coincide with the angle formed by the
sides of the wedge.

The wooden frawe being joined with small
brads at the outer angles, to facilitate adjust-
ment, Fig.4 will display the method of adjust-
ing the stretcher-key to the miter-joint.
are guiding-points of contact.. The instru-
ment 1s fastened to the stretcher-frame by the
screws b b through the slots a¢ a, the wedge
having its pomt at the inner .:mule of the
trd,me

Tigs. 5 and 6 show the stretcher-key in op-
eration. In this instance the key has been
driven forward,so that the wedge has euntered
half its length into the miter- joint and the

key be driven forward till the screws have
traversed the whole length of the slots, the
wedge will have gained its full power, having
been driven its whole length into the miter-
joint. . It will rarely happen in practice that
the whole force of the wedge will be needed,

surplus of power. -
- T'his device, being of metal, may be east or
forged whole; or the wedge and plate can be
produced separately and riveted together. 1t
may be made also of any requlred size or pat-
tern for special adaptation.

I claiin as my invention-——

tallic plate A, provided with the converging
slots @ a,and the wedge B mtegral therewith,
substantially as desecribed.

AARON D. SHATTUCK.

Witnesses:
H. V. EGGLESTON
|  NED E, KENDALL.

ness’; but the angle of the slots in the plate «

screw-heads reciprocally have gained a posi-
tion half-way along the slots @ @. Should the
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as it can be made sufficiently wide to allow a |
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| A canvas stretcher-key composed of the me-
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