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| which passes loosely through the ends of the

To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, GILES GEAR, of Cleve-
land, in the county of Cuyvalioga dml State of
Ohio, have invented a certain new and Im-
proved Guard for Excluding Air from Jce-
Chambers; and I do hereby declare that the
tollowing is a fall, c¢lear, and complete deserip-
tion of’ the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, making part of this
specification, |

The special use of the above-said guard is
to prevent air from passing into an ice-cham-
ber by closing. the space around the fancet pro-
jecting Ihl“OlIDh the door of the chamber, so
that theice tlwrmn may not be exposed to the
~warm air from the outside. aud thub be pre-

vented from rapid meltine.
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A further and more full description of the
mnvention is as follows, being illustrated by the
accompanying {lmmnm wh1ch make part of
this specification, in which—

Figure 1 shows a mtlex 1ew of the guard, par-
tm]lvln section. Iig. 2 1s afront view., Tig.
2 18 a view of the back of the guard.

Lllxe letters of reference denote like parts.

tis desirable that kegs and barrels of beer
whll on draft should be kept cool. To thisend
they are placed in a chamber and surronnded
with ice. To avoid opening the door of the
chamber and atlowing the warm air from the
outside to enter, access is obtained to the bar-
rel by making the faucet of considerablelength,
so that 1t may extend from the barrel to the
outside of the chamber., Thehole in the door
through which the faucet passes being of
large size—that is to say, much larger tha,n
the body of the faucet—ihere is more or less
space between the faucet and the sides of the
lole through whiceh it passes, thus allowing
the warm air from the outalde to enter and
melt the ice. This opening is sometimes
stopped with rags or paper, which present an
unsightly appearance, and for that reason are
frequently not used and as often thrown away
for being unclean.

To avmd the use of saild rags and to exclude

‘the air from the chamber wmore effectnally is

the purpose of thiz invention, which consists
of a guard composed of a pmr of arms, A and
B, lﬂg 2, having their upper ends joiuted to
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arms and screws into a nut, D, Fig. 3. Fur-
ther attention wili be called to this part of the
device. Ontheinner edge of each of the arms

18 made a semicircular notch, respectively, a

and b, IF1g. 2, which, when the two arms are

brought togethier, as shown in said Fig. 2, form
“a circeular hole, of which a and 0 is the bound-

aryv-line. Oun the innerside of each of the arms,
and in conformity with the semicircular notch,
Is arranged a flexible packing, I and F, Ifig.
3. secured to the arms, respeciively, by pldteb
G and H, attached to the arms by set-serews.
¢. In the packing are slotted holes d, throagh
which said” screws pass, so that the packing
may be adjusted I”ldl.:l”y to adapt it to the
body of the faucet I, I'ig. 1, so that it may fit

¢losely around it, as seen in said Fig. 1, there-.

by closing so much of the hole as may not be
taken up 113 the faucet passing through it.
The inner edge of the lower end of the arm
A is rabbeted, as seen at ¢. The correspond-
ing end of the arm B has a projection, &,
adapted to fit in the rablet e- when the two
arms are closed, as seen in Fig. 2, The arms,
when closed, are fastened by a clamp consist-
mg of a ﬁngvr, J, fixed to the face of the arn
A-and projecting therefrom over onto the arm
B, where it engages a nib, m, against which
the finger impinges tightly enough to hold the
two p.-ntb togetlier, as seen in Flg 2. In the
plate KX is a slot, n, through which the stem of
the rct-screw O pdsaes ml:o the nut D, above
referred to. On the inoer side of the Slot 1S &
rabbet in whbich the nut fits, and is thereby

prevented from tarning, when working the

screw, for a purpose presently shown.

The applicationof theabove- denorlbcd guard

1§ as foliows:
As shown in Ifig,
section of the d(mr of an 1ce-chamber, having

therein a hole, b/, through which the faucet

passes into the barrel C’, supposed to be in the
ice-chamber behind said door, and from which
the beer or other liquor is drawn through the
faucet on the ontside of the chamber. To pre-

vent the air from passing into the chamber

1, Af rvpreqonts a vertical
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through the aperture around the faucet is the

purpose of the above-described guard, which

1s inade fast to the outside of the door by means

cacl other and secured Ly a thumb- SCTew, C, | of the plate K, which is let into the doer a8
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seen in Fig. 1, and fastened by screws inserted
in the holes 2. In attaching the guard to the
door it is so adjusted that when the arms are
closed, as seen in Fig. 2, the hole ¢/, formed by
the two scctions of packing, will be in central
relation with the hole in the door, as seen 1n
Fig.1. The barrel is first placed in the proper
position in the-chamber, after which the door
is closed, and the two arms are spread apart
from over the opening in the door, as seen in
TFig. 3, for the admission of the fancet, which
is inserted through the hole in the door to the
tap-hole of the barrel. The end of the faucet
is driven into the tap-hole, forcing the cork
into the barrel. The space in the door around
the faucet is closed up by bringing together
the two arms A and BB, as shown 1n Fig. 2,
thereby causing the packing E and I to close
tightly around the faucet and exclude the air
from the chamber, thereby avoiding the use of
rags or paper for keeping out the air, as afore-
sald. | |

I is a hole for the admission of a pipe for
ventilating the Dbarrel, and is also provided
with a packing, as shown in the drawings.
That the lower side of the hole in the guard
may not be in the way of the fancet on tipping

‘the barrel so the contents may all be drawn off,

2 2%1,623

said guard can be lowered, so as to adapt the
hole therein to the position of the faucet, by 30
loosening the serew O, which will allow the
ouard to be moved upward or downward, as
the case may be. The two arms can be opened
or expanded to any desirable height and re-
tained so expanded by the set-screw,and when 353
they are closed and no faucet in use the lole
may be wholly covered by the cap M.

What I elaim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, 18— |

In a device for excluding air from an ice- 4o
chamber for beer or other liquors on draft, the
combination of the arms A B, pivoted to each
other by a set-serew forming a pivotal joinft,
with said set-serew inserted in the slot ot the,
plate K and movable therein for adjusting the 43
armg, packing I, and clamps at the lower ends
of the arms, and provided with an adjustable
cap or cover for opening and closing the faucet-
opening, arranged substantially as and for the
purpose set torth. 5Q

Intestimony whereof I affix mmy signature in
presence of two witnegses.

GILES GEAR.
Witnesses :
J. H. BURRIDGE,
H. W. MAaronr.
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