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To all whom it may concern : |

Be 1t known that I, HENRY ALBERT HAY-
DEN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Baltimore, in the county of Baltimore and
State -of Maryland, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Clasps for Sus-
penders and similar articles; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention consists of an improved clasp
for suspenders and similar articles, adapted to
graspthegarmenttobesupported with aclamp-
Ing action, to whieh end it is composed of a fur-
cated frame and a clamping-tongue pivoted to
one of thelegs of said frame, and provided with
an elastic hook-arm, which is sprung to hook
around the closed end of the frame in turning
thetongue down on the garment, thereby lock-
ing the tongue; but in all cases the elastic
hook-arm 18 to be retained, to operate in the
manner set forth, so as to lock the tongue and
prevent its being accidentally thrown back by
slack on the cloth it holds or by its lever-arm
being acecidentally caught and tarned by the
clotbing. The hook springing over the end
and under the frame will c¢ffectually prevent
all this. |

Im order that my invention may be clearly
understood, I have illustrated in the anunexed
drawings, and will proced to describe, the best
form of my improved clasp at present known
to me and as applied to men’s saspenders.

Figure 1illustrates a man wearing suspend-
ers provided with my improved clasp. 1fig. 2
Is a longitadinal section of the clasp as it ap-
pears when the tongue is closed or turned
down. Ifig.3is8aperspective viewof the clasp
as 1t appears when the tongue is open or

~ turned up. -

The same letters of reference indicate iden-

tical parts in all the figures.
The frame A of the clasp is, in the example

| illustrated, composed of a plate bent so that
. 1ts legs are nearly parallel to each other, the

E

upper leg being somewhat shorter than the
lowerleg. A large openingiscutin the lower
leg, and the upper leg is forked. The bend of
the frame is a regular curve. e
The tougue B is pivoted at the outer end
and plays in the fork ot the upper leg of the
frame, Itisconstructed with asomewhat elas-
tic hook-arm, B/, adapted to be sprung around
the bend of frame A in turning the tongue
down. -When sosprung around it closely hugs
the bend of frame A, as best seen in Fig. 2, and
locks the tongue against accidental turning.
When turned down the tongne enters the open-
Ing in the lower leg of the frame, near the end
cross-bar, «, thereot, as shown in Fig. 2,s0 that
the garment will be kinked between said cross--
bar and tongue and firmly clamped. The
frame is provided with a loop, C, for the at-
tachunent of the suspender-end. The loop is
made of wire, its exterior portion being bent,
as shown, its ends, after passing through holes
in the bend of frame A, being clinched to se-
cure if. | | |
The details of construction may be consid- 70
erably modified without affecting the general
nature ot the constraction and operation of
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the clasp.

I do not claim broadly a clasp composed of a
furcated frame and a pivoted clamping-tongue. 7
Having thus described my invention, what [
claim is— | ]
A clasp composed of a furcated frame and
a pivoted clamping-tongue provided with an
elastic hook-arm adapted to be sprung around 8o
the closed end of the frame, substantially as.
before set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
| H. A, HAYDEN,
Witnesses: | |
C. A, NEALE,
B. I, J. E1Ls.
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