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To all whom it may concern:

of West Liberty, in the county of Howard and

State of lndiana, have invented certain new

and useful Impr ovements in Hay-Knives and
Feed -Cutters; and I do hereby declare ‘that
the following lb a full, clear, and exact deserip-

tion of theinvention, whu,h will enable others
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skilled in the art to which it appertains to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, which form a part of
this speuhcatwn, and in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of my improved feed-
cutter. Fig. 2 is an end view of the same.
IFig. 3 1s a vertical transverse section through
the front part of the same, and IFig.4 is a per-
spective view of a handle for the knife.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

My invention has relation to that class of
feed-cutters in which the bifurcated recipro-
cating cutter is mounted upon a rod or bar

1(11110‘ in bearings and operated by a hanale
pwoted upott the, bar; and it consists in the

improved LOthLI‘llLtIOII of the metallicframe in-

closing the front of the box, said frame being
made in one piece, and forming bearings for
the cutter-bar, as hereinafter wore fully de-
scribed and claimed.

Iu the accompanying drawings the letter A

indicates the box of the usual construction sup-
ported by legs [

a is a bluck triangalar in section, and ta -

pering toward the rear of the mauhme, which
is fastened in the middle of the bottom of the
box, extending trom the front a short distance
into the box., , |

E II are two rounded and beveled blocks,
fastened in the upper corners of the irout of
the box, increasing in thickness toward the
front, aud serve, in conjunction with the taper-
ing rldge or block a, to compress the feed as 1t
1S ted toward the kmfe

D is a metal frame, which incloses the front

part of the box, and exteuds above the box at

b b, forming a’bearing, b’, for the guide-rod I
of the kuoife.

d d are- guides fastened to the sides of the
frame D aund the front legs, I, in which the
points of the biturcated knife slide.

The frame D serves three different purposes,
viz: in strengthening the front part of the bux

where the teed is compressed and the greatest |

o,

strain is; in serving as ouide for the knife and *
Beit known thatl, WiLLiAM H. HUNNIOUTT  guide - bttr', and 1n forming a surface apon

which the kunife slides, protecting the ridege a
and the blocks I K, which are preferab]y

made of wood, and the whole front of the box"

from wear.

B is the knife, which is bifurcated, forming
two divergent blades, B’ B/, the inuer t,uwed
edgesof whichare Sharpeued, givingthe blades
a sliding cut.
the guldes d d,aund the upper part of the knife
is fastened by b(ﬂ[b ¢ and ¢ to the guide-rod I,

O is the haundle by which the knife 1s oper-
ated, it being connected to the kuife by the
bolt e. The bandle is hinged to an arm, f,
which is hinged at its otber end to the box
and a |n*0jectiun,f", serves to support the han-

dle and preveutits going too far dowuo.

In Fig. 4 is shown a handle, O/, which may
be fastened to the knife B when the latter 1s
removed from the cutter, forming a knife for
cuatting hay or straw out of the stack or mow,
and for other like purposes,

I am aware that straw-cutters h&ve been

The ends of the blades slide in
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made with a bilurcated reciprocating cutter

operated by a handie pivoted to the same and

guided by a downward-projecting rod sliding
in bearings, and [ dv not claim that as my in-
vention; bul:

W lmb I ¢laim, and desire t{) secure by Let
ters Patent of the United States, 18—

1. The fred-catter box A, having triangular
tapering ridge a, aiid rounded Leveled triangu-
jar biocks E H, aud provided with the metal

frame D, having knife-guides d d, and form-’

ing be.;umg b for the cuide-bar I" substan-
Lidlly as and for the purpose ah(mu and set
forth, o

2. In a feed-cutter, the combination of the
box A, having triangular tapering ridgea, bev-
eled I'uuude(l blocks E E, and frame D, with
the reciprocafing bltulcatud knife b, blldlllg‘
in guides d, and having guide-bar I d:ﬂd han-

dle O, subbt.:mtmlly as and for the purpose

shown and set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my
own I have hereunto affixed my signature 1n
presence of two witnesses. |

WILLIAM H. HUN‘\TICUTT

Witnhesses:
DAVID BAILEY
LOWE LEWhLLYN.
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