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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, AM0OS DICKERMAN, of
New Haven, in the county of New Haven -and
State of bonneutlcut have invented certain

5 new and usefal Im provements in Breech-Load-
ing Ordnance; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
IO

to the accompanying drawings, which form a

part of this specification. |

~ Figurelisalongitudinal sectional view, and

IMig. 2 is a side view showing the breech open.

L5
sponding parts in both figures.

This invention relates to breech- loading ord-.

nance, and more especially to small pieces
known as ‘“yacht-guns;” and it consists in
certain improvements in the construction of
the same, which will be hereinafter fully “de-
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seribed, and pmtlcularly pomtecl out in the

claim.

In the drawings hereto annexed A repre-
sents the barrel, ‘which is cored to receive the
tube B, formnw the bore.

O 1s Lhe butt- bloch, whieh 1s hinged to the
under side of the rear end of the barrel by a
pin, D. The under side of the barrel has a
be\«, el-sided or dovetailed stud, B, adapted to
engage a suitably-constructed cam, I, ar-
ranged in a recess, G, in the hinge- arm H of
the butt, and fixed upon a vertical stem or
shaft, I, hwnw at its lower end a lever, J, by
Whl(,h 1I; may be manipulated so as to secure
the butt in a closed position when required.
The butt-block C is recessed to form a cham:
“ber, K, in the front wall of which, L, the firing-
pin M is placed, said pin being forced antomati-
cally in a rearward direction by a suitably-ar-
ranged spring, N, Pivoted between the sides
of the recess 1s the hammer O, which is thrown
forward by a strong spring, P secured to the
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‘bottom of the recess, and ennagmﬂ' a lug or

45 projection, (J, upon the hammer.

R 1s a follower sliding longltudmally in the
recess K, and having a pin or stem, S, project-
ing throuﬂ‘h the rear end of the butt, and hav-
1ng an eye, T to which a cord or chmn may be

SIII]ILH' letters of reference indicate corre-

make and use the same, reference being had |

’

attached, The iollam er R carries a slide, U,
to which 18 pivoted a dog, W, having a tooth
V, engaging a recess or notch X, in the upu
per end of the hammer. The doo* W 1s foreced
automatically in a forward tlllectlon by a suit-
ably-arranged spring,Y. Aspring,Z,1scoiled
around the follower I3 between slide U and
the rear end of recess K to for ce said follower
in a forward direction.

In operation, when a cartridge h&b been in-
serted and the breech closed it is only neces-
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sary, in order to discharge the piece, to draw

the stem S in a rearward direction, The dog
W, enguging the hammer, pulls the latter
back against the tension of ammn P, until the
tooth 'V slips out of the noteh X, thus releasing
the bammer, which is then forced forward by
the spring P, 30 a8 to strike the firing-pin and
discharge the piece. When the stem 'S is re-
leased the spring Z returns the follower to its
original position, the spring Y permitting the
dm._, W to yield autil its tooth YV agaiu engages
the noteh X in the hammer.

By coring the gun, as herein deseribed,
the lOl’ldlIE’:b‘w of the repﬂlt is much 1m,r(,.;1se{]
which 1n this chtass of guns, which are genm-
ally used for signals onl;}, 1s of course of im-
portance.

I elaim and desire to Seune by Letters Pat-
enf— .

The (,ombmatwn with the uame] of tlie 8o
hinged breech block or butt C, having Lhambel
K, the firing-pin M, fitted in the fumt, wall of
Scild chamber, the hammm U, pivoted between
the sides of smd chamber, thﬂ hammer-spring
P, the follower R, lmvmﬂ stem S projecting
throuﬂh the rear end of the breech-block, and
slide U formed by an upward extension of sald
follovrer' the dog W, pivoted to slide U, and
having dctuatmg spring Y, and the spring Z,
coiled around the followm" and forcing the Qo
same in a forward direction, as set torth, |

In testimony that 1 claim’ the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed wy smuature 1n
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‘presence of two witnesses.

AW{IOS D[GKLR\[A\F
Witnesses:
GEORGE FRANKLIN BURGESS,
- WILLIAM DDG—AR JENNINGS.
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