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To all whom it ma J CONCETN :

‘Be it known that I, FERDINAND SELLE of

Detroit city, county ot' ‘Wayune, State of M10h1

Ln

‘gan, haveinvented a new and useful Improve-

ment in Wagon Platform-Gearings ; and I de-

; " clare the following to be a full, clear, and exact

description of the same, euch as will enable

others skilled in the art te which it pertains to.

~make and use it, reference being had to the ac-

-.'I. IO

companying dra,wmgs, which form a part of

- this specification.

My invention. e01131ste in the combinations

~ of devices and appliances hereinafter specified,

and more particularly pointed out in the clelme
In the drdwmge, Flgure 1 is a plan view of
a device embodying my invention.

- aside view.. IFig. 3 1s a plan view of a varia-

20

tion.

Irig. 4is a view . of the head- block in

perspective.
head-block.
My invention relatee te pletform gears for

- wagons.

 Heretofore it has been eustomery to belt the
truss-rods used in platform-gearings to the
timber.

To do this holes are madein the truss-
rods, Whereby they are weakened.” Ithasalso
been customary to mortise the centerbar, futeh-

ells, and a woodenhead-block together, Where

by the structure is also weakened.

- ,f '30"_
. these difficulties, first, by providing means

It is the object of my invention to remedy

whereby the trusses are secured in platform-
- gearings without lmpelrmg their strength ;

- second, by providing an iron head-block in
35

which the center bar and futchells are secured

in such a manner as to prevent any materlal

o dumnutmn of their strength.

I. .. "_50

- ells.
© straight or curved, as may be desired, secured
to the outside tutehells B and B/, and also to
 the end of the center bar A. Di 1s the center
cross-bar, secured underneaththe futchellsand |
the center bar, and which assists in carrying
~ the circle-bar E. These parts may be con-

- In carrying out my mveutlou A lepresente '-
o the center bar or ‘bars of a. platferm -g'earing.,

B and B’ represent the outside bars or futch-
C is a front cross-bar, which may be

stracted in-any ordinary .manner.

F is a metallic head- block, preferably con-
_strueted in a single casting, as shown in the |

Fig. 2 is

I‘ln 5 is a Cross- seetlen of the !

l

drewin-gs,_adepted to receive the rear ends of .
the futchells B and B’ and the center bar, A,

without mortising, and to hold them rigidly in
| place by the end bolt or bolts, b, and center

bolt, «. This metallic head-block is provided

with bolt-sockets f, whereby it may be secared
to a spring-block, also with the prejectmﬂ |

hold a truss-rod, and with an interior post, /2,
to Teceive a pertmn of the strain of the truss.

‘G is a truss-rod coustructed in a single piece,

‘bent midway of its extremities and secured at
the center over the pre]ectmg groove f/, ex-
tending under the center cross-bar, D, and pro-
vided with screw- cut ends, whereby it is adapt-

groove f/ upon the top, edepted toreceive and -

ed to be secured in the pendent bmckets g by- -

a nut, ¢'.

In heevler gearmge, as ehewn 1n Flg Oy

double center bars may be used, in which case '-

it is my purpose to provide an eddrtlonal out-
side truss-rod, G/, constructed like the first, and

additional groove, as shown at ¢?, its screw-

‘cut ends bemg adapted to pass through the

front cross- ber, C, and be secured by a nut as

shown at ¢°.

It will be observed that accordmw to my in-

vention, as above explained, I eonstrucb the
| head.- bleelx with a groove or grooves extending

across it to receive the bend formed mldway

between the extremities of the truss rod or
By . this means the head-block is sub-

rods. .
stantially strengthened and sustained, and I
avold the necessity of employing two mdepend
ent truss-rods, which latter necessarily in-
volve the provision of screw-threads at both

| ends of each rod to pass.through independent

brackets forged on the underside of the futeh-
ell, and engaging nuts at both the forward
end rear ends of the rods. Ifurther, by my
construction and arrangement I simplify the

_structure, thereby reducing its cost, while I
Aimpart to the same increased strenﬂ'th and
-durablhty |

70

secured over the front of the head- b]eek by an -

80...

90

1t is evident that it is not eesentlel t0 con- 95:

stract the metallic head-block F of a single

casting, asit way be made with a tep plate and
a separate band over the end without depart-

ing from the principle of my invention.

A platform -gearing thus consttueted' 18

100




(G

. easily and quickly put together, while strength
- 1s also materially gained thereby.

- Iamawarethatplatform-gearingshavehere-
© tofore been constructed with trusses secured
-5 by a nut toa wooden head-block, and by a bolt

passing through the truss to the futchells at

- the opposite end. 1 am also aware that me-

tallic outside futchells have heretofore been

- constructed with ends bent and passed around

ro the outside of a melallic head-block, while in-

stde futehells with ends bent have been secuged

to the opposite face of the head-block,and with

tbe trusses secured ateach end by a nut; but
| I do not claim such constructions.

15  What I claim is—

1. In a wagon platform- ge.:umg, a metailic
head-block adapted to secure the rear ends of
the futchellsand centerbar or bars in the man-
~ ner specified, said head-block being provided

20 with one or more exterior grooves adapted to
- receive one or more truss-rods, and means

‘whereby the head-block may be secured to a

spring-block, substantially as and for the pur- |

| pose described.
25 -2, In a wagon platform-gearing, a metallic
- head-block adapted to secure the rear ends of
the futchells and center bar or bars, said head-
block being provided with an interior post,
~means whereby it may be secured to a spring-
3o block, and with one or more exterior grooves |
| adapted to receive one or more truss-rods, sub-
- stantially as and in the manner debcmbed
- 3. In a wagon platformn-gear, one or more
truss-rods, each constructed in a single piece,
35 bent midway of its extremities, whereby it is

2%01%5*1 -

| adapted to be secured -over a suitable groove

~upon the head-block, and screw-cut at itsends,
whereby 1t is adapted to be appropriately se-

~cured by nuts to the forward end of said gear,
.substantially as and for the purpose deseribed. 40

4. In a platform-gear for wagons, the com-
bination, with a metallic head block provided
with one or more exterior grooves, of one or
more truss-rods bent over said groove or
grooves, each of said truss-rods being provided 45
with screw-cut ends, whereby it is adapted to
be secured by nuts to the forward end of said
gear, substantially as and for the purpose de-

crlbed | |

5. A platform-gear for Wagonb, cons1stmg of 50
outside futchells, one or more center bars, a
front cross-bar uniting their front ends, a cen-
ter cross-bar under the futchells and center bar
or bars, a circle-bar suitably located, and in
combination therewith a metallic head-block, 5
and bolts securing the rear ends of the futch-
ells and center bar or bars, said bead-block
being provided with exterior grooves and bolt-
sockets, and one or more fruss-rods bent over
the groove or grooves upon the head-bloek, 6o
said truss-rods bemg provided with screw-cut
ends passed under the center cross-bar and se-
cuared by nuts to the forward end of .sald gear,
suhstdntlal] vy as described.

In testimony whereof I sign this specifica- 6z
tion In the presence of two witnesses.

FERDINAND SELLD

‘Withesses:

J EDWARD WARRE
N, S, WRIGHT.
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