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OF SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS.

REVOLVING FIRE-ARM.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 269,890, dated January 2, 1883,

Application filed August 16, 1882,

(No model.)

To all whom it may concern :
" " Beit known that I, DONALD D. SMITH, of
Springfield, in the county of Hampden and |

State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Revolving Fire-

Arms, of which the following is a specification ]

and description.

The object of my i1nvention 1s to provide a
cheap and efiective means for locking the bar-
rel of a revolving fire-arm to the frame; and
I accomp!lish tl]lb by the mechanism Subhtan

tially as hereinafter described, and iltustrated

. in the accompanying drawin n*s.. in which—

20

25

- 30

35

40

45

50

Figure 1 is a side view of a revolving fire-
arm, -showing the locking mechanism which
secures the barrel to the frame in vertical see-
tion on a vertical plane at the axis of the bar-
rel; and Fig. Il is a plan view of the same.

In the drawings, 1 lepresents the frame of
a revolving fire-arm; 2, the barrel hinged -to

the frame at 3; and 4 represents the cham-

bered f'_}lmder, above which is the strap, as
6, extending rearward from the upper portion
of the barrel with a vertical hole or mortise,

as 16, in the rear end of said strap to receive

the upwardly-projecting catch, as 14, made
on the upper part of the frame 1. A longi-
tudinal hole, as 8, is made in the strap 6 ‘[rom
its rear end, 'and also a short longitudinal ver-
tical slot, as 13, 1s made in the apper side of
the strap, extending thmugh into the hole, as

8. and a small hole, as 17, is made in the front

mde of the catch 14 directly in line with the
hole 8 in the strap. A small bolt, as 7, is in-
serted into the hole 8 wich a small dctuatnm-
spring, as 9, inside, and -a th]"f‘ddt‘d_h(}le_l%

‘made in the bolt 7 iu the direction of its di-

ameter, into which 1s turved firmly up against
its shoulder 12 the threaded shaunk of a but-
ton, as 10, the distance between the shoulder
12 ot the button and 1ts head being sucir as to

permit the bolt and button to slide freely to
The spring, as 9, always forces the

and tro.
bolt, with its button, as l() 1to its most rear-

ward position, and when the-st‘rap is forced

down upon the frame into the position shown
in Fig. I, the bolt, as 7, is quickly moved back,
with its rear end projecting into the hole in
the catch 14 on the frame, and when in this
position the rear end of the strap 6, directly
in rear of the vertical catch 14 of the frame,
secuerly holds the barrel in position when the

arm 18 discharged. A. short cap, as 15, 18|

- made upon the upper part of the hammer,

which cap, when the hammer is down in po-

sition to explode the cartridge, projects for-
ward a little over the extreme rear end of the
strap, as 6, so that at the instant the arm is

! discbarged the position of the hammer and its

projecting cap operates to prevent the strap
'rom rising should it by apy chance happen to
remain . unlockell by the bolt 7 at the instant
of the explosion.

To unlock the barrel from the frame to in-
sert the charges in the chambers of the eyl-
inder or for any other purpose, it 1s only
necessary to push the button forward toward
the barrel and bring the hammer to a hall-
cock, by which the cap, as 15, on the hammer
will be drawn back from its position above
the rear end of the strap, and the front end
of the barrel is tilted down to expose the rear
end of the chambered cylinder. By tilting
the forward end of the barrel npward with a
quick movement, the barrel 1s locked firmly to
the frame.

Having thus desmlhed my invention, what I
clalmn as new i1Is—

1. The combination, in a revolving fire-arm,
of a top strap connecting the barrel with the
frame in rear of the c¢ylinder, and provided
with a longitudinal cavity and a vertical slot
or opening above said cavity, a sliding bolt
actuated rearward in said cavity by a spring,
a button whose shank extends down through
said slot avd into sald bolt, a cateh project-
ing apward from the frame m rear of the cyl-
mder to engage in a hole in said strap, and

provided with a hole to receive the rear end of

said bolt, substantially as described.
2. The Gomlmmtlon in a revolving fire-arm,

of a,n-upwardly-projecting catch made upon
the frame in rear of the c¢ylinder, a top strap
connecting the barrel with the frame and pro-
vided with a longitudinally-sliding bolt and
aotuatlumsl)rmm an operating-button pro-
jecting through the top of the strap, and with
a vertical hole through the rear. end of the

‘strap toreceivesaid upwardly-projectingcatch,
and a hammer provided with a cap extend-

ing forward over the rear end of said top
strap, all sabstantially as and for the purpose
set forth. - :

DONALD D, SMITH.

YWitnesses:
- T, A, CURTIS,
CHAs. H. Woob,
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