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-~ To all whom it may concern: .

~ writing-desks; and it consists in constructing

i

~ ple piece, said body furnished with a hinged |
20

fully and at large appear. -

e

30

~at line y of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detail section. |

.:I . _.40

' JAMES J. JOHNSTON, OF C©

aud I do hereby declare that the following

~ings, and to the letters of reference marked:
[0 | - .

- In the accompanying drawings, which form
‘part of this specification, Figure 1is a perspec-

floor of the compartment D for the purpose of

slate and writing material placed in the com- |
- partment D. | . '
45 _ _ _
- - much confusion and annoyance are occasioned
at the commencement of school and ecall of
class by searching for books or slates or-

- UNI1TED STATES

PATENT OFFICE@ |

OLUMBIANA, OHIO, ASSIGNOR TO THE UNITED

STATES IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, (LIMITED,) OF SAME PL ACE,

WRITING-DESK.
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(Nd .mode].) |

Beit known tbat I, JAMES J. JOHNSTON, of
Columbiana, in the county of Columbiana and
State of Ohio, have invented a certain new
and vseful Improvement in ‘Writing-Desks ;
18
a full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-

thereon. | o |
My invention relates to an improvement in

the body of the desk with compartments for
books, slate, and writing material, and a pen
and pencil reeeptacle, all constructed of cast-
Iron and in a single piece and mounted upon
a hollow pedestal of cast-iron, made in a sin-

lid and book-shelf, constructed of wood, and
sald shelf surrounded with an ornamental cast-
iron guaard, all of which will hereinafter more |

To enable others skilled in the art with.
which my invention is most nearly connected
to make and use it, I will proceed to desecribe
1ts construction and operation.

tive view of my improvement in writing- |
desks. Iig. 2is a vertical section at line x of
Fig. 3. Fig. 3 is a vertical transverse section

Reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, A represents the body of the desk, |
having compartments B C for books, which
compartments extend down below the floor of
the compartment D, which is for slate and |
writing material, in front of which compart-
ment D is a receptacle, E, for pen and peneil,
The compartments B and C extend below the |

preventing the books interfering with the

It is a matter of observation that in scliools

—

| The receptacle E for pen and pencil, when

screws, as indicated at. e.

writing material or pen and pencil when they

| 50 are placed in a desk having a single recep-

claim as new, and desire

mixed—that is to say, the books lap over on
the slate and writing-paper, and the pen and
pencil hide under the slate, paper, or books,
and the adjusting of said articles or search-
ing for the desired article causes noise and con-

_tacle for said -articles, which often become

55

fusion. Now, one of the objects of my inven-

tion is to have separate compartments for the
‘books, slate, writing material, and pen and
'| pencil, and yet the whole exposed to view up-

on the raising of the lid: | -

The body A, with its several com partments,
18 constructed of cast-iron and in a single
piece by the molding and ecasting process, -

viewed in cross-section, forms the half of a
tube, which receptacle imparts strength and

65

stiffness to the forward edge of the compart-

ment D between the compartments B C, and
prevents the warping of the casting at that
point. The body A is mounted apon a pedes-

tal, I, and is secured to the upperend of said

pedestal by means of screws, as indicated at
a. The pedestal I'is hollow, and constructed
of cast-iron and in a single piece by the mold-
ing and casting process. By baving the com-
partments B and C extending below the floor
of the compartment D room is secured forthe

70
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lower limbs of the scholar and the body of

the desk brought down on the pedestal. - The
lid G is constructed of wood, and is hinged
to the shelf H, which is also constructed of
wood, and secured to the body A by means of

8o

The ornamental

guard I, which surrounds the rear sides and 85

ends of the shelf H, is constructed of cast-
iron, and is secured to the shelf H by screws:
passing through the lugs d. N

A desk constructed as Lereinbefore de-
scribed will be strong, firm, and durable, and
not liable to injury by the cutting and hack-
ing process due to the whittling propensities
of school-boys. - ' _

The advantages of the desk hereinbefore

90

described will meet a want common to sehools, g
and said desk can be manufactured cheaply

and with great facility.

Having thus described my 'inv'e-ntiem, what1 |

to secure by Letters

4]
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In a writing-desk, the body A, having com- ] formed in a smgle piece for supporting said

- partments B C D, the comnartments B O ex- | body A, substantially.as and for the purpose
- tending below tbe floor of compartinent D, | set tﬁrth

‘and receptacle E, said body constructed of JAMES J. JOHN STON.

-5 cast-iron in a smgle piece and furnished with Withesses:

hinged wooden lid and shelf H, baving a -~ T. D. D. OUBAND, '
guard, I and a cast-iron hollow pedestal i FRDD (. DIETERICH.
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