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Be it known that we, JACOR BRINKERHOFF

'and WARREN M. BRINKERHOI‘F citizens of

the United States, residing at Aubum in the

county of Cayuga end State of New Yerk have

invented new and useful Improvewments in De-
vices for Securing I‘enelng Material to its Sup-

port, of which the following is a specification.

Heretetore great difficulty has been experi-
enced in withdrawing staples from the fence-

‘posts in which they have been driven in order

‘to support and hold the metal fencing mate-

rial thereon, for the reason that they are not

~ adapted to 'be conveniently engaged by the
claw of a hammer or other analogous tool with-
out the slipping of the latter durmﬂ‘ the act of

drawing the staple.

_ Theobject of ourinvention is to Obvmte such

- defect in the construction of fence- staples, and
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" tooland readily withdrawn from the bed into
‘which it has been driven.

~ tainby prevldmg the fence-staple with a teat or
25

to produce a staple which can be engaged and
firmly gripped by the claw of ahammeror other

This object we at-

stud on one or on opposite sides of the head at

. - apoint distant from the extremity of the head,
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- sothattheclawof the tool can be engaged w1th
~ thefence-stapleunder said teat or stud, and the
‘tool then operated so that the claw shall bear
outwardly againstthe teator stud, and thereby

- beprevented from. ellppmg Whlle drewmg out
- the staple.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represente a flat

' -metel fence-rail, held against apost by means
of our 1mproved fence - staple, said figure also

~ representing in dotted lines a claw-hammer in

. the actof drawing. out the staple from the post.
Figs. 2 and 3 respectively illustrate side and

' edge views of the staple provided with ourim-
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provement. Iigs. 4 and 5 respectively illus-

~trate side and edge views of another form of

fence-staple having our 1mpmvemeuts applled

Intheseseveral ﬁgures A indicates the fence-

staple, preferably prowded with a notched or

barbed shank, ¢, and with a head, &, for sup-

porting and cenneetlng the strand or strands |

ing substantially ﬂet surfaces.

| of a fence to it post, the sides of the hea be-

The feature constituting our improvement 50

consists in forming a teat or stud, B, on one or

both sides of the head of the steple eb a point
| distant from the extremity of the head in such

a manner that the same serves as an obstrue-
tlon or stop for theclaw of a hammer, whereby
the staple can be readily withdrawn from the
bed or postinto which it hasbeen driven. The
head of the nail, as shown, is comparatively
thin, with its mdes parallel w1th each other, so

that the claws of the hammer act solely on the

teatorteats, stud or studs, onsaid plainsidesat
a point distant from the extremity of the head,

forif-the head were of a tapering or beveled
form, to serve as an obstraction for the clawsof
& hemmer to aet upon, the head would become
wedged between the jaws and there ¢“cling”
after extracted from 1ts seat in a fence. -post,

and considerabledifficulty be experiencedin de--

taching it from the jaws, and, further, the sur-
face of the head be marred. =~

1t will be seen from Iig. 1 thet when the_
staple 18 to be withdrawn from the post in

which 1t has been driven the claw of the ham-
mer or other tool can be engaged with the sta-
ple, the prongs or jaws of the claw embracing
the sides of the staple and passing between the
teat or stud B thereon and the post.
when the hammer is operated as a lever, with
the post for its fulerum, and the claw moved
outwardly or away from the post, the jaws of

said hammer will bear against the teator teats,

stud or studs, on the staple, and thus be pre-

vented from slipping, and enable the eperetor"

to draw out the staple.
In the two forms of fence staples herem
shown the head of one is made hook-sheped

while the other has at its head a pair ofjaws,'
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Hence |
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between which the wire or flat metal strip is
received. The head of either form of stapleis

substantially flat, and the teats or studs are lo-
cated ou either or both of said flat sides of the

head at a point dlstent from the extremlty of

the head.
A fenee staple ceustrueted in eccordance
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~with our improvement is of great value in at- | head havingflat sides with a teat or stud there-

taching wire or metal rails to fence-posts, since | on located at a point distant from the extrem-
when all or any part of a long line of fencing | ity of the head, substantially as set forth.
is to be removed the staples can be readily In testimony whereof we have hereunto set 13
¢ withdrawn from the posts. our hands in the presence of two subscribing
Having thus described our 1mprm ement, | witnesses.
‘what we claim 18— . - JACOB BRINKERHOFF. ~
- As an improved article of manufacture, the - WARREN M. BRINKERHUI‘F 3,
staple herein shown for supporting and con- Witnesses: | a
10 fining metal fencing material to fence-posts, WALTER F. BROOKS,
- formed with a shank, @, and the head «/, said | O. F. MANN.
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