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To all whom it may concern : |

- Beitknown that I, Lours TOWNSEND, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Evans-

- ville, in the county of Vanderburg and State

IO

of Indiana, have invented a new and Improved
Automatic Top, of which the following is a
spectfication. T

My invention relates to that class of toy
spinning - tops which are secured to handles
and operated by pulling strings, and it has

for its object to furnish means whereby not

only one but several tops may be kept con-

- tinuously spinuing in one direction; and it
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consists in the construction and combination
of parts forming an automatie top, hereinafter
fully described and claimed, reference being

- had to the accompanying drawings,in which—

20

2

Figure 1 is a longitudinal vertical section,
part in elevation;:
showing my invention. TFig. 3is a detail view.

A represents the body of the device, which

‘mmay be given any ornamental exterior, pro-
‘vided with a handle, B. Both the body and
the driving .

handle are made hollow to hold

mechanism, _
C represents the principal top, consisting of

a solid metallic wheel mounted upou a verti-

cal spindle, ¢, which spindle has its lower bear-

. 1ng, @, in the body A and its upper bearing

3¢

~ body. dis aratchet-wheel secured upon the
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n a cross-bar, b, which crosses the opening in
the body, and is secured atits two ends to the

spindle e. -
- e1s a sleeve turning freely upon the spindle
¢, having a flange, f, on which is pivoted a
pawl or ratchet, g, pressed by a spring, h, to
engage the teeth of the ratchet-wheel d when
revolved in one direction, but free to drag over
sald teeth when revolved in the other direc-
tion. R | |

Upon the sleeve ¢ is wound one turn of a

cord or strap, ¢, which extends one end out |

To this end a piece

throngh the handle.
spring is attached,

of elastic rubber or other
connecting

other end, ¢, of the cord ¢ passes ont through
the front end of the box, to serve as a handle.
In operation the cord 7/ is pulled outward
quickly, causing the sleeve ¢ to revolve, car-
rying with it the top C, by means of the ratchet
g and wheel d, stretching spring 7 inward to-
ward the spindle. As soon as tension upon

the cord with a button, k. The

aud FKig. 2 is a plan view, |
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[ the cord is relieved the sprin g [ draws it back

into the handle, revolving the sleeve ¢ back-
ward; but as the pawl g drags freely over the
teeth of the ratchet-wheel d, the spindle ¢ and
the top G, secured thereon, continue to revolve
by the momentum of the first impulse, and by
repeating this reciprocating motion of the cord
the top will continus to spin indefinitely in
one direction. - -

D represents an indefinite number of other
tops or bobbins mounted to revolve freely on
vertical spindles F, which are fixed on the
body A. These spindles stand Just outside
the circumference of the main top O, and the
tops D are extended over and rest upon the
rim of the main top, so that the revolving of
the main top causes all the other tops D to re-
volve by frictional contact. o
These tops may be given any desired form,
or they may be substituted by images of men
and other objects to please children.

Havingdescribed my invention, whatIeclaim,
and wish to secure by Letters. Pa tent, is—

1. The hollow handle B and body A, and
thecross-bar b, secured thereto, in combination
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with the top C, having a ratchet-wheel, d, se-

cured on its spindle ¢, which is journaled in
the body A and cross-bar b, the flan ged sleeve
¢ upon the spindle ¢, earrying the pawl g and
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spring % to engage the wheel d, the cord i i, -

the spring [, secured at one of its ends to the
other end of said cord, and secured to the han-

~dle to prevent its being pulled into the box,

as described. |

2. The combination, with the top C, box A,
having a handle, B, the cord ¢ i/, the spring I,
the sleeve ¢, provided with a flange, the pawl
g, spring &, and the ‘ratchet-wheel d, of the
button %, secured to the spring I, as shown and
described. - )

J. The combination, with the body A, the
handle B, the main top O, journaled therein,

and the driving mechanismn described, of the
Spindles E, secured in said body, and the tops

D, mounted thereon tangent to the main top,
subStantially as specified,

LOUIS TOWNSEND.
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‘extending one end out through the box, and
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