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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it kuown that I, CORODEN J. SLAFTER, |
of Grand Junetion, in the county of Van Bu-
ren and State of Michig‘ml, have invented a
new Improvement in Telegraph - Cables, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact

The object of my invention is to provlde
means for allowing ready access to the sepa-
rate wires in a eable for repairs and connec-
tions,

The invention consists in a fluted box or
bead having apertures and cleats, in combina-
tion with a telegraph-cable consisting of wires,
insulating-beads, and coatings, as hereinafter
deseribed.

[t the accompanying drawings, B ioure 1is
a longitudinal section of the cable I‘lﬂ 218
a cross section on line # x, and Ifig. o a ¢ross-
section on line ¥ y of ¥Fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A A are short eylinders or btadb, nade of
olass or other suitable material and formed
with longitudinal apertures, one of which 1s
central and the others arranged concentrically
at a suitable distance ‘lpﬂrt These beads A
are strung on a central wire, ¢, which 1n prac-
tice should be of suitable size for supporting
the cable, and will be the main wire of the
telegraph - line, connecting only at principal
stations. The beads are in contact at their
ends, or nearly so, and their ends are formed
sllﬂhtlv rounded, to allow bending of the ca-
ble. Through the other apertures of the beads
the wires b pass, and are thus kept separate
from each other and insulated from exterior
contact.

B are the station beads or blocks, whlch are
to be placed at stations where connection is to
be made with any of the wires b, and at suita-
ble intervals for allowing aceess to said wires
The blocks B are proportionately |

| longer and larger than the beads A and are

tapered at eacly end, and the ends are aper- 4c
tured from the outer surface to allow passage

of wires b to the outside of the bloek. Their
outer surface is fluted to couebpond with the
number of wires b, and in the flutes cleats ¢
are formed, around which the wires are wound so
to furwish a surplus for use in making connec-
tions. The main wire @ passes through the
middle of blocks B, and thus sustains them.,

To thoroughly insulate and protect the
wires, the cable is coated with india-rubberor gs
other material or composition and wrapped
with a covering, d, of tarred canvas or other
flexible material. This can be done by dip-
ping the cable in melted rubber, so that the
wires and the beads shall be coated on every 6o
portiomn.

In case the wires need to be spliced, ex.
tended, or mended, they are accessible at the
block I3. The cleats ¢ have each a number
raised on their surface or otherwise perma- 63
nently fixed and corresponding with the num-
ber of tlie wire that is wound on the cleat, so
that the wire wanted can be readily found

I prefer to use wires formed of one or more
strands twisted together to obtain strength, 7o
and so that In case one strand breaks the
other will hold the cireuit.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what L
claim as new, and desire to secure by Lette1s
Patent, 18— 75

The ﬁuted box or bead B, having a longitudi-
nal aperture and other apertures, as described,
and provided with cleats ¢, in combination
with a telegraph-cable consisting of wires and
insulating beads and coatings, substantially 8o
as described.

CORODEN J. SLATTER,

Witnesses:
BELLE SLAFTER
W. P. SQUIER.
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