(No Model.)

No. 267,585.

F. M. PIPER.
 TRUNK.

Fig. 1.
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Piatented Nov. 14. 1882.
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N. PETERS, Phato-Lithographer, Washington, D. C.
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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

FRANCIS M. PIPER, OF LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HTALF

TO GEORGE L. DRAKE, OF SAME PLACE. .

TRUNK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patenf, No. 267,585, dated November 14, 1882,
" Application filed April 12, 1882. {No model.)

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANCGIS M. PIPER, of
Lynn, in the county of Essex, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented a new and -useful Im-
nrovement in Trunks, of which the following
is a tull, clear, concise, and exact description,
reference being had to the drawings accompa-
nying and forming a part hereof, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view, showing one
end and the front of the trunk with the drawer-
covers open. Fig. 2 is a section. Iig.31s a
perspective of the frame, Fig. 4 is a detail
shhiowing tenoned sill-piece arranged to slide 1n
orooved frame-piece. @

My improvement relates to trunks contain-
ing drawers, or what are known as * bureau-
trunks;” andit consists ehilefly inthe constrac-
tion of such a trunk with a drawer frame or
case placed directly inside the shell of the
trunk, and which affords a strong and secure
resting-place ior the drawers. -

It has been common heretofore toconstruct
tranks with drawers, the drawersopening from
the frout or back ofthe trunk; and 1n order,
in such trunks, to provide a support for the
drawers, on which tliey could slide when being
opened or closed, the end pieces of the trunk
were made of heavier material than the sides,
and were grooved or partially cut away to form
ledges for the reception of the drawer ends.
In order for the proper working of the drawers,
these end pieces must remain 1n exactly the
position in which they were originally set, or
substantially so, for if they vary from tihat po-

sition the drawer will bind and eannot beread-

ily opened. In the wear and tear of travel
these end- pieces were found frequently to
change their relative positions, and this was
more frequently the case than with the end
pleces of the common box-trunks, since the ends
are held in position by the side parts of the
shell, and in bureau-trunks a large part of the
side is cut away to accommodate the drawers,
thus weakening the part which held the end
pieces in position. To avoid this and gain a
perfectly strong and durable drawer-trunk, I
constructa drawer-frame consisting of four up-
rights and suitably-placed cross-pieces, (see

set so as to open from either the ends or sides
of the trunk. I construet this frame of wood
in any well-known manner, and I prefer also
to secure the shell of the trunk directly to this
frame, thus securing a very stroug, durable,
and inexpensive bureau-trunk, the drawer-
rests of which are not liable to get out of po-
sition in traveling, and the drawers of which
are therefore.always readily opened and closed.

In the bureau-trunks hitherto known to me
the drawer-front covers have been arranged to

slide up or down inside the ends or sides of

the trunk, or have been hinged at the sides and

arranged to open like doors. In place ot these

devices, I arrange the end covers, H, of my im-
proved trunk to swing down by hinging them
at the lower edge, h, to.theend J of the trunk,
and secure them, when closed, by lock at the
upper edge. These covers, when open, hang
down close to the end of the truuk, and are
not in the way. The cover If for the drawers
in the front of the trunk is also arranged to
swing downon hinges in opening. Itwasnec-
essary, however, to devise some method of con-
cealing this cover when open, as otherwise 16
would be in the way when the drawers are In
use, and would beliabletobebroken. Ithere-
fore place the lower drawer, A, so as to leave
a space, K, between the bottom of the trunk
and the drawer-bottom. In this spacelplace
a sliding sill-piece, E, which is so arranged
that it may slide in this space from the back
to the-front of the trunk, butis prevented from
coming out. To do this the piece E 1s pro-
vided at either end with tenons T,which slide
in grooves P inthe frame-pieces K’. To this
sliding piece the front cover, If, is hinged at
itsloweredge. Atits upperedgeit issecured,
when closed, by lock to the upper front of the
trunk. When, therefore, it is desired to use
the front drawers the cover is unlocked, swung
down, and shoved back, with the sliding picce
E. to which it is hinged, into the space be-
tween the drawer and the bottom of the trunk.
By this arrangement the cover is protected
when not closed, takes up no extra space, and
at the same time is in a convenient place, and

Iig. 3,) in and on which the drawersrest, and | not in the way.

which protects them and allows of their being
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I disclaim all that was secured to me by Pat- | with removable drawer-covers which admit of
ent No. 242,506, dated June 7, 1831, access to the drawers, and which cover them
What I claim is— - | when not in use.
The combination, in a bureau-trunk, of a | FRANCIS M. PIPLER.
5 skeleton drawer-frame arranged to receive and Witnesses: ;
sapport a series of drawers, with a trunk body | Wi, A. MACLEOD,
or shell secured to said frame and provided ROBERT WALLACE.
o
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