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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ALEXANDRE PICARD, OF MONTAIGU, FRANCE.

BREECH-LOADING FIRE-ARM.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 267,583, dated November 14, 1882,

Application filed August 24, 1882. (No model.) Patented in France February 3, 1879, No, 128,840, in Belotum January 19, 1830,
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To all whom it may concern :

| breech-block, where it bears upon an anti-fric- 5o

Be 1t known that I, ALEXANDRE PICARD, | tion roller.

of Montaigu, (Jura,) France, have invented
Improvementsin Breech-Loading Guns; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, refer-
ence being had totheannexed drawings, mak-
g a part of the same.

The object of the invention is to make cer-
1o tain improvements upon the fire-arm patented

to me February 7,1882,and numbered 253,422,

The accompanying drawings show general

and detailled views of this mechanism.
Figure 1 shows a longitudinal view of the
15 mechanism adapted to the stock of a gun.

Fig. 2shows a longitudinal section of the same.

Figs. 3 and 3% show a longitudinal view and

plan of the breech-box. Ifigs. 4, 4%, and 4" show

- a side elevation, an end view, and a plan of

20 the movable breech-block. Figs. b and 52show

a tront view and plan of the extractor. Figs.

6 and 7 show a longitudinal section of the same

mechanism with the breech closed and open,

1n which the frigger does not form part of the

25 breech-block. Fig. 8 is a side elevation of the

trigger-plate, showing the application of a

spiral spring to the cocking-lever for the pur-

pose of causing this latter to resume its origi-
nal position after the cocking of the gun.

¢ 1s a gun having the whole length of the
socket b of the breech screwed, as is seen in
Fig, 2. | |

¢ 15 a breech-chamber, having at its lower
part a strong fork, f, between the cheeks of
35 which the extractor g can work, the extractor
turning freely upon its pin k. A bridge, 7,
joins together the two cheeks of the fork, and
serves for a bearing for the hook j of the trig-
ger-plate k.

[ 1s a counter-fort piece, receiving the recoil
at the time of the firing of the gun. It is
shouldered into the wood of the stock, and re-
ceives the screw m, which joins the trigger-
plate to the tail end of the breech-box.

n 18 a strong spring, causing the whole of
the breech-block to move upward onits hinge.
The heel of this spring is fixed in the tail end
of the breech-box by the screw o, and its other
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The breech-block s has in principle the ar-
rangement shown 1n Kig. 2.

The piece ¢, by which the gun is cocked, is
fixed in a groove, or in auny other convenient gc
way, 8o as to permit of its easy and inexpen-
sive removal and replacing by another piece
in the case of its being worn out.

u 18 a leaf-spring, fixed by a screw, v, to the
plate x, serviug to retain the eartridge in po-
sition after 1t has been introduced into the gun.,
This spring maintains the plate in its upper-
most position, so that the bore of the gun is
closed at the moment of firing.

Z 18 a trigger pivoting upon the pin 2, fixed
in the clieeks, made in one piece with the trig-
ger-plate k. This trigger acts by means ofits
hook 1 and 1ts spring 3, fixed by means of the
screw 4 to the trigger-plate k. The extension
of the trigger-plate 5 protects the hand of the 70
firer and prevents 1t coming in eontact with
the lever of the breech-block. This extension
serves also as a plece for the left hand to rest
upon when firing.

g1s an extractor, made in a single piece, with 73
two branches, Figs. 5 and 53, 1t is placed in
a recess made in the breech and pivots upon
1ts pin k. The breech-block, arriving toward
the lower part of its stroke, strikes sharply
against the tail 7 of this extractor, which
causes its upper part to pivot backward, and
In consequence to throw out the empty car-
tridge-case backward from the barrel. |

8 1s a percussion-pin placed in the block of
the breech. It is represented as just having
struck 1n the center of the cartridge.

9 1s a retracting-spring of the percussion-

6o

80

pin.

10 is a hammer turning freely around its pin
11 1n the block of the breech.

12 1s a projection or embossment, made in
one piece with the breech-box.

When the breech is caused to sharply move
upward for the purpose of firing the gun, and
when the closing of the bore is complete, the
tail end of the hammer 10 comes into contact
with the embossment 12, causing the head of

sle

95

end free to enter into a recess formed in the | this hammer to strike sharply the percussion-



pin and so fire off the gun. When the mech-
anism Is again brought into a firing position

- the point of the percussion-pin re-enters the

10

20

30

35

40

block on account of the action of the little

spring g.

At one of the“eztremltles of the trlgwer

plate is embedded the square piece 13, which |

comes out upon the piece for the bemmﬂ' of
the thumb, m being unscerewed, and the square

piece serveg as a Spanner for turning the head
of the screw which keeps in position the block-
spring. The large screw m, which keeps the
trigger-plate in posnlon termmates inthe form
of a screw-driver, and serves for taking to

pieces and putting together the other parts of
the gun.

I have 1epresented in Iigs. 6 and 7 a varia-
tion of the same type,in which the only change
1s that the lever does not form part of the
block, this being rendered necessary on ac-

count of the employment of a very powerful

spring for raising the block when firing, or
cven sometimes a double. spring, as repre-
sented 1n the drawings. By this arrangement

‘more poweris available for lowering the block,

which 1s thus eifected more easily, notwith-
standing theincreased resistance of the spring.

serves to fix the phte for closing completely
the bore of the gun, with its point downward,
thus forming an abutment for the hammer,

which thus prevents it frow ever missing fire.
$ 18 a breech-block.

n 18 a double spring for raising the block in
order to fire the gun, which might be replaced
by a very powerful single sprin o,

14 18 a lever for effecting the lowering of the
breech-block (serving at the same time as a
trigger-guard) by means of the extension 15,
forming part of the said lever. This lever

furns on 16 on a cheelk, 17, forming part of the |

.

| spring, 20, shouldering at one end on a pro-

267,583

trigger-plate k. The oscillating axis 16 of the
lever i1s formed by a screw. 18 1s a curved

‘back piece, against which res{s the extension

15, which thus limits the course of this last.
19 is a screw which fixes the plate # to the.
breech-block. This screw has its point down-

ward in order to serve as an abutment for the
hammer 10.
I show in Ifig. 8 the employment of a spiral

jection, 21, of the trigger-p]ate k, and pressing
at the other on the extension 15 of the lever
14, in order that it may push back thlb last
afber the trigger has been cocked.

L am aware that a striker or hammer has

{ been operated in a forward direction by a pro-

Jection on a binged breech-block near the end
of its upward motion and thrown back by a
spring; but

What I claim as new and of my invention
18—

1. In a breech-loading fire-arm, the combi-

| nation, with the central percussmn pin, S, and
sSpring 9 of the oscillating hammer 10, the em-

bocsbment 12, the 08(3111.:1*‘1I1ﬂ‘ blbranche(l ex-
tractor g, and the screw 19, as shown and de-

| Scrlbed
‘1T have further arranged the little serew, which |

2. The combination, with the spring - re-
tracted pin 8, of the cuwed lever-hammer 10,
pivoted at 11 in the breech-block, and the
breech-box having projection 12, whereby the

hammer 1s made to strike the pin, as de-

seribed. |
3. The plate L, having projection 21, and
the spiral spring 20, in combination with lever

14, having extenblon as and tor the purpose
-Speclhed

ALEXANDRE PICARD.
Witnesses: |
RosT. M. HOOPER,
JEAN BAPTISTE 110LLA‘\TD
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