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To all whom tt may CONCErn :

Be it known that I, EDWARD J. BROOKS, &
citizen of the United States, residing at lhast
Orange, in the State of New Jersey, have 1n-

¢ vented a new and useful Improvement in Bag-

oage-Checks, of which the following is aspecl-
fication.
The rapidity with which *° baggage-checks”
must be handled, and their liability to be acel-
(o dentally grasped and to be subjected to
various sudden and severe strains in handling
the baggage, demand smoothness of finish,
ease of operation, and great strength in that
part particularly which is termed the ** strap,”
. which attachesone or more of a setof ‘¢ cheeks,”
as a tag, to the piece of baggage to which the
set is appropriated n transt
delivered. -
Prior to my present invention straps for
20 baggage-checks possessing the aforesaid char-
" aoteristics have been made of leather,; neces-
sarily of fine quality, cut and punched into
appropriate shape, including in all cases pro-
vision for looping the strap to the piece of
2g baggage. At comparatively insignificant
first cost, I make metallic straps of soft wire,
adapted to be looped to the vaggage in like
manner, and also, if desired, to be looped to
the tag-checks by means of smooth and strong
20 permanent loops. My said wire straps may
attach checks proper of any description, but
are primarily designed for use in connection
with light and cheap thin checks, preferably
of sheet izetal, which would quickly cuat through
3¢ straps ol leather, but can safely be used with
77 my wire straps, while the whole need be used
but once or twice to render their use economi-
cal,and the thin checksmay be readily puuched
by band to designate one of a series of num-
40 bersormarks,in dicating different way-stations
or different routes, for example, 80 that ounly
one pattern of checks, or a vely few at most,
will answer for checking baggage between any
two points in & given line or between any two
4t cities. Said thin checks, however,form no part
of my present inventiou.
In order that my said improvement may be
fully understood by those skilled in making
and using baggage-checks, 1 now refer o the

go accompanying drawings, in which—

tu and_untﬂ it is

Figure 1 is a face view of a baggage-check,

embracing a wirestrap and a setot way-checks,
illastrating my invention. [Iig. 2 is an eleva-
tion of its wire strap. Tigs. 3 and 4 are back
and edge views of its tag-check; and Fig. 518

5 partial face view of the whole, showing the
check punched and separated. Tig.6isa face

view of a through-baggage check; and Iig. [

is a face view of a passport-check, illustrating
other applications of the wire straps; and Figs.
3 to 11, inclusive, are elevations of additional
wire straps, illustrating modifications, as here-
inafter more fully set forth.

" Yjikeletters of reference indicate correspond-

ing parts in the several figures.
The illustrative way -baggage check shown

60

on Sheet 1 is composed of a wire strap, A, a

thin tag-check, B, and a thin loose check, G
The strap A is of annealed or soft wire. Cop-

L

per or soft brass 18 preferred ; but iron wire

can be made sufficiently sott and flexible., A

suitable length of this wire—say tweive inches,
more or less—is cut off, Itsendsare bentover,
and their extremities are welded, brazed, or
soldered to the wire at intermediate points, to
¢orm smooth and strong permanent loops 2 ¥
at the respective extremities of the finished
strap, as shown in Fig. 2. These loops may
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be of about the proportions represented. The

strap is passed through a threading-hole, 2, In
the tag-check B, and the loop 2 is passed over
the other end of the strap, and the latter is
pulled through until the strap is tightlylooped

to said tag-check, as shown 1n Tig. 1. The

loose check O, which is likewise constructed
with a threading-hole, #, may and will, in
customary manner, be oW threaded on the
strap A, as shown in Fig.1,to0 keep the set of

checks together unntil they are required for

use. -
The face of each check is provided with ap-
propriate lettering, a commoi check-namber,
and the numbers of successive stations on &
given railway being hand-punched, as illas-
irated ab w w, Fig.5, to designate the stations
hetween which a given set of checks are used.
The direction of travel may be readily indl-
cated by the use of arbitraril y-chosen colors—
red checks going east, for example, and white

| checks west. The loose check (18 arbitrarily
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distinguished from the tag-check BB Ly a dif-

ference in the otherwise immateria] shape of

the threading-holes . So distinguished, (or
distinguished by shape or the like,) the loose
check alone need be returned to the station
seut to prove the delivery
of the baggage, while both checks of the set
may beof oneand the sanie colorand be printed
from one and the same form, or embossed by
the same dies, |

As illustrated by IFig. 6, my wire straps
are applicable to throuel-checks as well as
way-checks. Thin checks B O are shown in
this figure with punched holes 1w, to designate
the route upon whieh they are used. More-
over, thin checks of a set may he distingnished
from each other by colors, as indicated Ly
shading in Fig. 6, and the divection of travel
may be represented by difference in shape, as
indicated by full and dotted lines in this fig-
nre; or any preferred checks (those in lse,
for example) may be employed in connection
with my wire strans without losing the prin-
cipal advantages of the latter., As Hlastrated
by Fig. 7, my invention is applicable in part to
the construction of 2 new and SUPEIIor pass-
port-check for use by revenue-ispectors. Pa-
per cliecks or tags B, suitably printed and pro-
vided with eyelets ¢ and with My wire straps
A, are peeuliarly suited for this use,. |

My said wire straps for baggage-checks, as
shown in Iigs. 1 to 8, have permanentloops zy
at both ends, as atoresaid, Tfig. 8 illustraf-
Ing the fact that the shape of the loop zis im-
material.  The long loop ¥, the function of
which remains to be stated, 1s the principal
one; and 1t is comparatively immaterial Low
the strap is attached to the tag-cheelk. Tor

cxample, the strap may have a knot, #, or be
bent in any manuer so as to form an end en-
largement, ¢, to act as a

stop, the tag-check

' B to have a threading-hole, z, of appropriate

size, and the loop y may be adapted to pass
through a very small threadin g-hole, as illus-
trated by Ifigs. 9 and 10; or, for some uses,
fine annealed wire may be doubled to form the
long smooth loop Y, aud 1ts ends be passed
together through the threadi ng-hole x, and re-
bent and tightly wrapped or coiled aroand the
wire above, as shown at s, Ifig. 11, to thus at-
tach the tag-check, and at the same time form
sald loop y. Wire for this last form must, how-
cver, be toofine for general use. Said loop v of
the wire strap A, having been passed through
a trunk-handle or the like, is quickly opened
by means of the fingers and passed over the
tag-check B, to attach the latter to the piece
of baggage by the customary slip-loop. The
tag-cheeck is then pulled, and the loop, if need
be, aided by the fingers to close op tighten the
Siip-loop, the whole beingreadily accomplished
In an instant without risk of tearing the fin-
gers by wire ends,

L do not claim kerein a thin check or tag
provided with a series of idicating numbers
or marks adapted to be designated by punch-
ing, as hereinbefore specified ; but I hereby re-
serve the right to claim the same in another
application for patent, to be filed hereafter.

I elaim as new and sf my mmvention and de-
sire to protect under this specification— |

A8 a new article of manufacture, a strap
for bageage-checks constructed of sott flexible
wire, with one of its ends adapted to be at-
taciied to a tag-check and its other end formed
1mto a long permanent loop, y, for attaching it
to the baggacge in customary manner, as here-
111 specified.

EDWARD J. BROOKS.

Witnesses

J. D, JENNINGS,
L, 1M HovEy.,
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