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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL M. BIXBY, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city, county, and State of New York, United
States of America, have invented new and
useful Improvements 1n Mucilage-Bottle Stop-
pers; and Ido hereby declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, snch as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being bad to the ac-
companying drawing, and to letters or figures
of reference marked thercon, which forms part
of this specification. N -

My invention relates to improvements in
that class of bottle-stoppers in which are com-
bined a cork, a handle for said cork, and means
to hold a sponge or other compressible porous
vehicle for liquids. '

In stoppers more especially designed for
bottles that are to contain such liquids as
liquid Llacking or muctlage, or analogous sub-
stances, where a vehicle—such as spopge Or
other absorbing and compressible material—
is employed to convey the liquid from the bot-
tle for use, it has been the custom to attach
the cork to 2 handle to prevent the soiling of
the hands. |

The objeet of my invention is to more se-

~curely attach the cork to the handle and pre-

vent its being wrenched off when said cork
is withdrawn {rom the bottle; and to that end
the invention consists in the construction and
combination of the cork, handle, and wire, sub-
stantially as hereinafter described, and
cally pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawing, A represents
a cork which may be cylindrical or tapering,
as desired. | "

B is the handle,
though it may be
known compositions

preferably made of wood,
made of any of the well-
from which such articles

| are or may be
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r

molded, and may be of any con-
venient form for handling. Thelower face of
the handle B is provided with an annular re- 45
cess, b, forming a seat for one end of the cork
A, and within which said cork is firmly at-
tached by means of glue, cement, or analogous
adhesive substance.

C is a wire, to one end of which is attached
a sponge, D, or other porous and compressible
substance used as a vehicie for conveylng irom
a2 bottle and for using a fluid or semi-fluid.
The other end of the wire C 18 sharpened and
driven tbroughthe corkinto the handle B.  In
practice, to atford a better hold for the wire
1 the handle and prevent its becoming loose
and pulling out, I force the wire C into or
through the handle on & line at an angle with
the vertical axis of said handle, as shown.
Thus, on pulling upon the handle, oron giving
the latter the usual twist in the act of with-

60

drawing the cork from the bottle, the wire 18
not so readily loosened nor can 16 slip out of

‘he handle when inserted therein as above set ¢g

forth, as will be readily understood.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim 18— - |

In a bottle-stopper, the combination of a
cork,a handle provided with a recessed seat, b, 70
within which one end of said cork is secured,
and a sponge-supporting wire driven centrally
through the cork into or through the handle
on a line at an angle to the vertical axis of
said handle, substantially as and for the pur- 7;5
pose specified. |

In witness that I claim the foregoing 1 have
nereunto set my hand this 24th day of May,
1831. |

SAMUEL M. BIXBY.
Witnesses: | -
"HoORACE P. KIMBALL,

ROBT. B. JOHNSTON,
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