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To all whom it may concern:

10

Be it known that we, J OHN D. RICHARDSON
and FraAxcis L. N[ANGHESTER both of the
city and county of New York, in the State of

New York, have invented a new and useful

Imprmement in Dress-Forms, of which the
following 1s a qpeclﬁcatmn

The object of our invention is to provide a
fornx upon which dresses or dress-skirts may
be draped while being made or after washing,
and which may be easﬂy contracted so that
it may be packed in an ordinary trunk or oc-

cupy very little space wherever it may be,

- placed.
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To this end our invention consists in a novel
combination of parts, hereinafter fully de-
scribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a vertical section of our improved
form adjusted or set up for use, and Fig. 2
represents a similar section of the form when
closed and contracted for transportation.

Similar letters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in.both the figures.

A designates a post, here shown as consist-
ing of a metal tube, and A’ designates a lower
extension or extensible section, which may be
slid up within the tube A when the form is not

required for use, as shownin Fig. 2, and which

may be considered as a part of the post.
When the form is to be set up and used the
extension A’1s slid down, as shown in Fig. 1,
and is prevented from refurning or again Slld
Ing into the tube A by a cateh, a,like the run-
ner snap or catch used in an umbrella

I designates a flange or foot-piece fitted
upon the extension A’ so that 1t may be read-

- 1ly slid on or off the same, and pivoted in the
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_ed to bear upon the extension A’.

said flange or foot-piece at b are feet or legs
C, the inner or upper ends of which are adapt-
The tlange
or foot-piece and feet constitute a base for the
post. When the form is set up for use, as
shown in Fig. 1, the weight causes the feet
or legs to Spread at their lower and outer ends,
and thereby pressesthe inner ends of the feet
or legs against the extension A’ with sufficient
force to keep the latter elevated and prevent
1t from sliding down. When the form is to be
contracted or packed the extension A’ is slid
into the tube A, and the flange B is removed

_-—J

| all be tarned -upfmrd into a position approxi-

mately parallel with the tube A, as shown in
Fig. 2. If the extension A’ Were not used, the
tube A would be somewhat longer, and the
flange or foot-piece B would be fitted to the
exterior of the tube instead of the extension A’.

D designates a collar or head fitted upon the
upper portion of the tube A, and adapted to
slide up and down thereon. The collaror head
D is provided with a spring-catch or pin, ¢,
which is adapted to engage with any one of a
series of holes, d, in the tube A, so as to hold
the collar or head from sliding upward after
it 1s once moved down more or less to cause
the said pin to engage with any one of the
holes d.

E designates a circular series of flexible and
elastic ribs, fixed at their upper ends to the
collar or head D, and extending downward
therefrom. The 11bs K are nailed or other-
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wise secured to the -eollar or head D, and are

additionally held thereon by a band or ring, e,
surrounding the collar or head D.

I designates stretchers, of which two series
- are here shown, although one series or more

than two seriesmight be used. The outer ends
of the stretchers I' are hinged at f fo the

1ibs L, and the inner ends of each series are

hinged to a collar, g, fixed immovably to the
tube A, and which may be considered as part,
of the post. When the coliar or head D is
slid down the outer ends of the stretchers I
move downward with the ribs I&; but the in-
ner ends of said stretchers, being hinged to the
immovable collars ¢, cannot move down, and

‘hencethestretchers will be brought morenearly

into horizontal position, and the form will be

distended, expanded, or spread for use, as

shown in I‘lg 1. When the form is not re-
quired for use the pin ¢ is pulled outward, al-
lowing the collar or head D to be pu::hed up
by the resilience of the elastic ribs I, and al-
lo_wing the ribs Ik and stretchers F to assume
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& position nearly parallel with the tube A, as

shown in Fig. 2, thus contracting the form so
that it will occupy a small space. The ribs &
may be connected by one or more tapes, %, or
flexible connections, and they will be held
thereby in proper relation to each other.

- Our dress-form possesses many advantages,
1In that it 1s simple in construction and may

and reversed, so that the feet or legs C may | be very quickly and conveniently contracted,
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so that it ean be packed or contracted into
small compass and readily carried in a trunk.

- What we claim as our invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is— -
The dress-form comprising the post A, pro-

" vided with a base or feet whereon it may be. | o

supported, one or more series of radial stretch-

ers, I, a series of flexible and elastic ribs, 1%, |

the head or collar D, adapted to slide upon

said post, and a cateh, ¢, for adjustably secur- 10 '

ing said Lead or collar when depressed, all

combined and adapted tooperate substantially

as deseribed, and tor the purpose set forth.
J. D. RICHARDSON.
| *. L. MANCHESTER.
Witnesses: = | o
FREDK., HAYNES,
CHANDLER HALL.
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