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To all whom 1t may concern : -

Be it known that we, J. LEE KNIGHT and
HENRY K. ROWLEY, citizens of the United
States, residing at Topeka, in the county of
Shawnee and State of Kansas, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Dis-
play-Racks; and we do declare the following
to be a full, ¢lear, and exact deseription of the
Invention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to malke and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters and fig-
ures ot reference marked thereon, which form a
part of this specification.

Our invention has relation to improvements
in devices for displaying articles while held
for sale, and is adapted for use in show-cases,
show-windows, counters, &ec.

It has for its object to provide a display-

rack the different partsof which are so eot-
structed that they may be placed in a great
variety of positions, and provided with open-
bottomed pockets having solid backs and sides
and elastic fronts, constructed to adjust them-
selves to the articles placed therein, and Dy
their tension secure such articles in the POSI-

tions in which they are placed, and thus pro--
vide to dealers in brashes, combs, knives, and

other small articles usually kept in show-cases
an improved means for displaying such arti-
cles whichi shall economize space, preventshelf-
wear, and at the same time furnish the dealer
with a mechanical inventory of the samples
exhibited, whereby without counting or effort
of the memory he can at a glance ascertain
with certainty whether his eustomer has taken
more than he bought, the empty spaces in the
display rack, if more than the number of sales,
proclaiming the shoplifter.

In the drawings, Figare 1 is a front VIeW ;
Fig.2,aside view. Iig.3showsone of the tri-
angular adjustable web-supporting blocks and
one of the clasps for holding the elastic webb-
ing. Iig. 4is across-section on line 2, Fig. 1;
and I'ig. 5 is a cross-section on line y ¥, Fig,
1, showing the form of box-clamps for holding
the ends of the slats over which the elastic
webbing is stretehed.,

The supporting-base A is eomposed of the
side bars, A’, and the cross-bars A%  The side
bars, A’, are provided on their outer edges

with pin-holes @, into which the hook ends of ;

(Model.)

( the wire braces, hereinafter described, are in-

serted,

B B represent the adjustable cases. They s
are composed of one or more slats, (preferably
two,) b b, arranged in the same plane, with 2
space betwecen them, as shown in Tig. 1, the
box-clamps ¢, triangular partitions d, wire
clamp e, and elastic webbing 7. The box- 6o
clamps ¢ are made preferably of some thin sheet
metal. The main portion of the clamp is 4
shaped in cross-section,and it is provided with
holes ¢/ midway the points where the slats are
secured, as will be described. The ends ofthe 65
box-clamps are c¢nt away, leaving the box-
clamps ¢ as shown in Ifig. 1. Through this
clamp we cut holes ¢, as shown. Theends of
slats b are placed in these box-clamps a suit-
able distance from their ends, and secared by 7o
tacks or screws 2, driven through the back
plate of the box-clamps and into the ends of
the slats, as shown.

The strips of elastic wehbing fextend from

end to end of the xlat b, and are secured at each 75

end of the slat by being passed over its end;
and the clamp ¢, being pressed over it and
the slat and tacked fast, secures the webbing
firmly in position. We do not confine our-
selves, however, to this mode of fastening, as So
1t will be understood they counld be secured in
other ways. I'or instance, one of the trian-
gular partitions d might be secured firmly to
the slats at or near each end thereof, and then

by tacks or otherwise the ends of the elastic 8¢
webbing might be secured on these pieces d'.
These piecesof elastic webbing £, it will be seen,
are held longitudinally parallel to the slats b
as shown in Ifig, 1.

The triangular or wedge shaped blocks d are Q0
provided with a groove, d’, on what, forconven-
ience of reference, we call their “outer faces.”
Lhey are placed between the elastic webbing f
and the siat b at suitable Qistances apart to ac-
commodate the articles to be exhibited, with o
their point or narrowest end ? downward, as
shownin IFig.2, and the wire clampseare passed
around the blocks d, with the ends extended
and hooked over the sides or edges of the slats
b, securing the webbing and blocks or parti- 100
tions firmly to the slats; and the wire clamp e,
pressing into the groove d’, clamps the web-
bing to the blocks, so that it eannot slip le-
tween the block and clamp, thus dividing the
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in its proper pocket is held there by the elas-
tic tension of only so much of the webbing as

properly forms the front of its own pocket.

Thus we provide, with the face of the slat b for
theback, the movableblocks d forsides,and the
elastic wébbing f for the fronf, an open-bot-

tomed pocket with its lower side narrower than
Into this pocket, |

its upper side, as shown.
or through this vertically-sloping opening be-
tween the webbing fand the slats b, the articles
to be exhibited are inserted from the top, and

the reflex tension of the elastic webbing se- |

cares them in place. |
It will be seen that the blocks d are readily
adjusted to form the pockets wide or narrow,

~as may be desired. o
It will be understood that where so desired

the blocks d may be inverted, so as to bring
the narrower poition of pocket at the top. JIn
such cases the articles to be exhibited would
be inserted from the bottom. We prefer, how-

ever, the arrangement shown and hereinbefore

described, the object desired and attained be-
ing to provide the elastic webbing properly
divided into pockets and secured longitudi-

-nally parallel to and laterally at an angle to
the slats 4. |

¢ represents the wire braces, having their
ends turned to enter the openings « in the bars
A’ and the openings ¢’ ¢® in the box-clamps c,
as shown. o
* ¢’ represents clips or brace-bars, having
their ends turned to enter the holes in the bars

- A’ and secure the box-clamps to the base-
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boards, as shown. It will be understood that
where so desired secrews may be employed in-
stead of thebarsg’. By the useof these clamps,
as clearly shown in Fig. 2, the leaves or cases
B may be set at any suitable angle and firmly
secured.
could be placed are too obvious from the draw-

ings to require a specific deseription.
The leaves may be held with the pockets all

projecting in one direction, or they may be

‘turned to bring the pockets in alternately-op-

posite directions, as shown. We do not de-

sire to confine ourselves to any particular num- |
ber of cases or leaves B, or to any particular
relative arrangement thereof, as they might |
readily be arranged so as to form a triangle,
square, or other figure, with the pockets pro-
jected either out or in, as desired.
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‘ The use of
mirrors placed face up or outward between the

The various positions in which they

)
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webbing into sections between the several par- | leaves would add very much to the effect of
tition-blocks d, whereby each article displayed

the display, and these might be made of same

size as the said leaves for convenience.

"~ Good results are accomplished where the
elastic webbing is held laterally parallel with
the slats; but we prefer to hold it at an angle
as shown and hereinbefore described, as by

60

such arrangement better results are accom- -

plished. | |

In operation the goods to be exhibited are
passed down through the pocket and firmly
held by the reflex tension of the elastic web-
bing. _' | | g

“Having thus described our invention, what
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 15—
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1. As a new article of manufacture, an ad-

justable display-rack for use i1n show-cases,

show-windows, and similar- places, composed
of the base A, leaves or cases B, end box-
clamps, ¢, elastic webbing f, blocks d, and brace-
rods ¢, substantially as shown and deseribed.

2. In an adjustable display-rack, the combi-
nation of the slats b, elastic webbing f, and
means for holding the elastic webbing f longi-
tudinally parallel and laterally at an angle to
the said slats, and the necessary supporting
mechanism, substantially as and for the pur-

| poses set forth. |
3. The combination, substantially as herein-

before described, of the slats b, adjustable tri-
angular blocks d, elastic webbing f, and wire

clamp e, all constructed and arranged substan-

tially as set forth. - -
4. Thecombination,substantially assetforth,
of the base A, provided with holes a, end box-

clamps, ¢, holding the slats b and elastic web-

brace-rods ¢, having their ends turned to enter
holes a ¢’ ¢%, as and for the purposes described.

5. In a display-rack, the combination, with
the slats b, of the elastic webbing f, secured

to the sides of the slats, and adjustable dis-

tending-blocks placed between the elastic web-

bing and the slats, and means for holding the

slats, elastic webbing, and blocks firmly to-
gether, substantially as set forth.:

In testimony whereof we affix our signatures

in presence of two witnesses.

J. LEE KNIGHT.
HENRY K. ROWLEY.
Witnesses: |

W. B. GIBSON,
M. H. CASE.
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‘bing f, and provided with holes ¢/ ¢?, and the
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