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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, PAUL BABCOCK, Jr., of

Jersey City,in the county of Hudson and State
of New Jersey, bave invented a new and useful
Improvement in Packing Cans, of whmh the
foilowing 1s a qpeuhcatlon

Although my invention is applicable in pack-
Ing cans containing various substances, 1t will
be more generally employed 1n packing cans
containing kerosene -oil.
largely shlp ed in tin cans which hold from
one to several gallons,and the cans are packed
In wooden cases, each containing two or more
cans. These edges of cans of oil when trans-
ported long distances—as when exported-—are
caused to override and rub on each other by
reason of jarring and frequent handling, and
the seams of the cans, where they are in con-
tact, are sometimes cut through so as to leak.

The object of myinvention is to prevent this
cuatting of the seams; and to this end the in-
vention consists in the combination, with cans
and a case containing them, of partition-pieces
inserted between the cans and provided with
tlanges which rest upon the tops of the cans,
and thereby support the partition-pieces.

The invention also consists in the combina-
tion, with cans and a c¢ase containing them, of
partition-pieces inserted between the cans and
provided with flanges which rest upon the
tops of the cans, and thereby support the par-
tition-pileces, and with other flanges which fit
between the cans and the case. These parti-
tion-pieces may be made of any suitable mate-
rial; but I prefer to make them of sheet metal—
as tin-plate—stamped 1nto a U-shaped form,
with fianges projecting in opposite directions,
as they will then be elastic and can be readily
mserted between cans, even though the spaces
betweenthecansindifierent casesvaryslightly,
as they usually will.

The invention also consists in a novel con-
struction of the partition-pieces, whereby they
will be retained in place when once inserted,
and are prevented from moving horizontally
between and upon the tops of the cans.

Inthe accompanying drawings, I'igure 1 rep-
resents a plan of a case with the cover removed
having my partition-pieces inserted between
them and containing two cans.

This substance 1s

Ifig. 2 repre- | width.

| sents a top view ot one of the partition-pieces,
. 3 represents a section of

drawn full size. Iig
one of the pieces. Ifig. 4 represents a side
view of one of the pieces. IFig. b represents a
top view of one of the partition-pieces, the ad-
jacent. eorner portions of two cans to which it
is applied, and the adjacent portion of the wood
case.
the partition-pieces, the adjacent corner por-

Fig. 6 represents an end view of one of
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tions of two cans, and the adjacent portion of 6o

the cover of the case. Ifigs.7 and Srepresent
perspective views of partition-pieces of two
modified forms. Iig. 9 represents a section
of the lower portion of a case and a side view
of the bottom portions of two caws, and Iig.
10 represents a plan of the case and a horizon-
tal section of the cans.

Similar letters of reference ¢ eswmtu corre-

sponding parts in all the figures.

A designates the wood case, in which are
contained two cans, i3, of (}rdina-ry form for
holding oi1l. The case may be made of a size
to hold any number of cans greater than two.

C designates the partition-pieces, which are
adapted to be placed between the cans at their
upper edges and at their adjacent corners, as
clearly shown in Ifigs. 1 and 2. These parti-
tion-pieces 1 prefer to make of tin bent or
stamped so as to give them a {J-shaped trans-
verse section, and provided at the top with
Hanges «, projecting in opposite directions, as
best shown in Fig. 3. 1 prefer also to slit the
lower or rouudul edge of the partition-pleces
at one end and bend the two side portions
thereof outward in opposite directions, so as
to form lips or flanges 0; but the two forms
of partition-pieces shown in Figs, 7 and 8 are
unprovided with such lips or flanges. The
partition-pieces represented in IFigs. 2, 5, 4, 5,
6, and 7 areformed from one of the round disks
of tin which are cut out of can-tops to pro-
vide for the attachment of the filling-mouths
and caps 13/; butthe piece represented in Kig.
8 may be cut off and stamped from waste strips
of tin or other metal, The U-shaped partition-

pieces are very desirable, because they are
elastic, and may be readily pressed down be-
tween the cans,even when the spaces between
the cans in different cases are not of uniform
The partition-pieces are presseddown
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2

between the cans at their upper edges and at
their adjacent corners, as shown in Figs. 5 and
6, and the flanges a overlap the tops of the
cans, thus holding the pieces suspended. The
main portions of the pieces fit between the
cans; but the flanges or lips b project between

 the cans and the adjacent portion of the case

B

15

A, as best shown in Fig. 5, and thus hold the
pieces against shifting horizontally along the
tops of the cans. Upward movement of the
partition-pieces and their displacement from
between the cans is prevented by the cover A’
of the case, which presses downward upon or
is close to the top of the partition-pieces, as
shown in Fig. 6. I may use the partition-pieces
C at the bottoms of the cans, as well as at the
tops; but the pieces at the bottoms will be

- somewhat difficult to properly place in posi-
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tion, and in lien thereof I may employ a strip,

D, of tin or other sheet or plate metal, which

may be dropped between the cans, as shown
in Figs. 9 and 10. The partition-pieces at the
top and bottom, or at the top alone, and strips
D at the bottom will prevent the rubbing of
the cans on each other, and will hold them out
of contact.

It will be observed that the partition-piece
shown in Fig. 7 is precisely like those shown

in the remaining figures, with the exception of

Fig. 8, save that the pieces shown in said re-
malning figures are slit at the lower edge to
form the flangesor lips b,whilethe piecesshown
in Figs, 7 and 8 are destitute of such flanges
or lips. |

The partition-pieces, with their flanges, may |
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be otherwise formed than by beﬁdi—ng them
from sheet-tin.
What I claim as my invention, and desire to

secure by Letters Patent, is—
1. The combination, with cans and a case

containing them, of partition-pieces inserted
between the cans and provided with flanges
which restupon the topsofthe cans,and thereby
support the partition-pieces, substantially as
and for the purpose described.

2. The combination, with cans and a case

containing them, of partition-pieces inserted
between the cans and provided with flanges
which rest upon the tops of the cans,and there-

by support the partition-pieces, and also pro-

vided with flanges which project between the
cans and the case and retain said partition-
pieces horizontally in place, substantially as
and for the purpose described.

3. The combination, with the case A and

cans B, of the partition-pieces C, formed from
sheet metal and having flanges a, substantially
as and for the purpose described.

4. The partition-piece C, of U-shaped trans-
verse Ssection, provided with flanges a, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

5. The partition-piece C, of U-shaped trans-
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verse section, provided with flanges a, and also

provided with flanges or lips b, substantially
as and for the purpose described.

PAUL BABCOCK, JE.

~Witnesses:
BENJ. H. DEWEY,
C. E. CROWELL.
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