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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, WILLIAM H. NELSON
and MoseEs J. WATERMAN, of Alexandria,
county of Alexandria, and State of Virginia,

z have invented new and useful Improvements
in Combined Desk-Frame and Tablet; and we
do hereby declare that the follomug ig a full
and exact description of the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and

(o to the letters of reference marked thereon.

This invention consists broadly in the com- |

~bination of a proper supporting-surface with
~ a continnous strip. of paper lying on said sur-
face and hand mechanism for moving the pa-
per over the surface when desired.
It consists, further, in the combination, with
the foregoing, of mechanism for limiting the
movement of the paper to one direction only.
It consists, further, in certain specific detalls
of construction, whleh in connection with the
foregoing, will be fully desurlbed hereinafter.
In the drawings, Iigure 1 represents a per-
spective view of our improved writing- tablet ;
Fig. 2, a verlical sectional view of the same
25 Hig, 3,‘ a rear view of the body portion of Lhe
case removed from the back-board; Ifig. 4, a

side elevation of the case removed from the
back-board with the door partially open; Hig.
b, a transverse section across the bottom of the
case, and Figs. 6 and 7 enlarged views of a
modified form of the tablet-case.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
our improved tablet and properly use the same,
we will proceed to describe fully its construc-
tion and the manner of 1its operation.
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A represents the body portion of a box or

case constructed generally of any proper size
- or shape, but which is esqentlally provided
upon its front side with the supporting-surface
a and the long slots a’ ¢?, as shown.

B, Figs. 4 and 5, replesents the back-board,
cnnmstlnn‘ of an mdependent piece, of proper
width and length, which is provided on each
side with & rib or prcgectmn b, adapted toslide
45 1n a corresponding recess in e &ch side piece of

the case, as shown.,
/S I‘lfr 4 representsastop -block at the lower
end of the‘baok board, by means of which the
- case or box 18 supported when in 1its proper
50 position,

4.0

to receive the rib b of the baek-board when the
latter 1s in place.

| case, which is cut away toleave a square open-

ing, as shown.

at repreqents a door adapted to close the
opening, which is provided with ribs or pro-
jections adapted to slide in corresponding re-
cesses, as shown, |

a® represents a vertical recess formed at the
rear side edge of the door, which 1s adapted
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af represents an opening in the front of the
case, which may be protected, if desired, bya
piece of glass, and a”a’?, Fig. 2, flanges orother
proper means for holding cards for conveying 65

-t any desired 1nformation.

a® represents a lock, of any desired construc-
tion, by means of Whmh the Lody portion of
the caseis secured to the back-board when de-
sired. |
C represents a spool upon which has been
wound a strip of paper, which spool is pro-
vided with journals ¢ ¢, as shown. -

¢’ represents a fixed bearing upon one side
of the case for the journal of the spool, and ¢*a 75
movable bearing upon the other side forthe op-
posite journal.

D represents a spring adapted to bear upon

70

the face of the spool when the latter is In po-

sition for the purpose of preventing the same Ja
from unwinding too fast.

L& represents a roller, preferably of rubber,
which is supported in proper bearings in the
case and provided at one end with a Lnob or
crank to give it revolution.

e repr esents a ratchet, and ¢’ aspring-pawl,
by means of which the rollerh is compelled to.
revolve in the direction of the arrow.

F also represents a roller, preferably of rub-
ber, which is supported in proper bearings in
the case in such manner as to be revolved by
contact with the roller E. The end of thestrip
of paper is taken from the spool and passed
out from the case through the lower slot, o
thence over the auppmtmﬂ‘ -surface a and mto
the case again through the upper slot, &/, to
the rollers B I'. DBy then revolving the roller
E the strip may be drawn over the supportln -
surface as may be desired.

The operation is substantially as follows :
The case, with its paper strip arranged in the

Q0
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a® represents one of the side pieces of the | manner descrlbed having been placed in 1ts
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proper positicnuponthe baek-board, whichhas |

itself been properly located on an office-door
or other suitable place, the tablet is ready for
use. Anydesired communication may be writ-
ten upon the paper, and when written thesame
may be.drawn into the case out of gight by
simply rcvolvmg the knob or erank. As the
paper strip moves upward, it follows that a
communication of any length may be continu-
ously written. As the roller I& cannot be re-
volved in a backward direction, it follows that
when any part of the strip is dmwn into the
case 1t cannot be drawn out again, and hence
such communication is hidden from any suab-
sequent writer,
portion from the back-board and liftin g off the
former the interior of the caseis exposed, and
then the written portion of the strip may be
readily removed.

- It desired, the rollers E and T may have

- theilr bearings formed in an independent plate,
so they can be readily removed when desired.
The supporting-surface may be straight, as
shown in Fig. 1, or curved, as shown in Figs.
6 and 7, and also the general outline of the
case may be indefinitely varied.

Bysimply unlocking the body

Having thus fully described our invention,
what weclaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a combined desk and tablet, thﬂ spool

C and spring D, the supporting- surface ¢, with

slots a’ a?, and the drawing-rollers E F, with
ratchet a,nd pawl e ¢’, as described.
2. In a desk or tableb case, theindependent

back-board B, adapted for permanent attach-

ment to a smtable surface,in combination with
the removable body portlon A and means, sub-
stantially as descubed for se(,urmn the body
portion to the back- bowrd

3. In combination with the permanently- at-
tached back-board B to a suitable surface and
removable body portion A, the sliding door a?,
the door being ad apted to be opened only when
the body portion is removed from the back-
board, as shown and described.

ThIS specification signed and witnessed this
4th day of April, 1882.

WM. H. NELSON

M. J. WATERMAN.
- Witnesses:

J. M. REED,
L. .. BRAGER.
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