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Tr all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, CHARLOTTE A. MCGEE,
a citizen of the United States,residing at Jack-
son, in the county of -Jackson and State of
¢ Michigan, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Corsets; and 1 do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
10 pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to letters or figurés of reference marked there-
on,which form a part of this specification. |
IFFigure 1 is an inside elevation of a portion
iz of a corset having my invention applied there-
to. Ifig.2is a horizontal section taken on the
dotted line & v of Fig. 1. Ifig.518 a detached
view of the breast-pocket spring, a portion of
~ the woven fabrie being removed fo show the
20 construction and arrangement of the metallic
- orotherelasticdistending springsor bars, Iig.

4 is a section taken on line z ¥, If1g. .
" The improvements are shown as applied to a
corset like that patented tome August 14, 1877 ;
2t but they are equally applicable fo many other
forms .of corsets. | - -
In the drawings, A represents one of the
front sections of a corset, in the lower part of
which is formed an opening or slit provided
3o with the usual lacing, A% The corset-front 1s
provided with a number of bones or steels, A°,

which are seated in pockets formed between

the two layers of material by lines of stitching
in the usual manner, and which therefore need
3¢ not be specifically described. At the front

edge of the section A there is a spring or stift-

ening-strip, D, and at the back edge of the rear
section the corset is provided with one or more
springs, D/, these parts being of the ordinary

40 construction,
¢ is a supplemental bone-pocket formed of a
piece of fabrie separate and apart from the fab-
rie from which the section A is made, and se-
Feured to said section by a line of stitching.
45 The pocket is closed at its lower end prefera-
bly by means of the binding &'; but 1t need not

be included at its lower end within the said
binding. The pocket is open atits upper end
for the reception of the bone or steel, as shown

go in Fig.1 at ¢ and it will be readily understood
that such construction facilitates the removal
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or springs as may be needed. DBy thus pro-
viding the corset with bone-pockets separate

of the bone or steel for the purpose of revers-
ing its position relative to the body of the cor- .
set, or for the purpose of replacing it with either
a stiffer or a more flexible boune or steel. The
boneorsteelmay be withdrawn from the pocket
at any time, if the wearer so desires, as 1t 1s of
the nature of a supplemental stay,whereby the
stiffness of the corset may be regulated at the
option of the wearer. |
Thesupplemental breast-pocket consists of a
lower portion, C, and an upper portion, C’, pro-
vided with upper, lower, and central metallic
or other elastie ribs, ¢ ¢ ¢% covered with a suit-
able woven fabrie, and secured to the body of 63
the corset preferably by means of eyelets ¢/,
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two at each end, so as to bear against the up-

per aud lower parts of the fabrie of the outer
pockets. * |

A supplemental pocketis situated inside the 7o
corset and behind the springs a’,which are per-
manently seated in the pockets in the body of
thecorset. Thusthesesprings which are placed
in the supplemental pockets are made to re-en-
force the springs ¢’ and may be employed to
produce any amount of additional support
which the wearer may require,whereby the de-
sirability of the corset as an article of sale and
wear is largely increased, this increase in value
as an article of sale arising partly from the fact
that a dealer ean increase the supporting ca-
pability of the corset at will to suit the require-
ments of each purchaser by inserting in either
or both of thesupplemental pocketssuch spring
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from and supplemental to those which are
formed between the two thicknesses of fabric
of which the corset is composed I am enabled
to largely increase the number of springs which
may be applied to a corset,whereby eachspring
may be made very flexible and elastic, so that
the desired stiffness can be imparted to the
body of the corset,while at the same time each
spring may be made of thin material having
great flexibility. Thus not only the durability
of the springs but the comfort of the wearer
may be largely increased.

1 am aware that corsetshave been made with
supplemental pockets adapted to receive re-en-
forcing springs; also that corsets have been-
so constructed that springs could be taken out
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. and replaced at will;
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the first to conceive the 1dea of constructing a

 corset with supplemental removable springs
seated 1n supplemental pockets having open-

ings,whereby the desired stiffness of the corset
may be increased or diminished at will, and

whereby, also, the supplemental springs may |

be inverted in their position as desired.
-1 do not in this application ¢laim the supple

mental spring-pocket @, as I prefer to embody |

that invention in another application which I

~ have filed as a division h:ereof

What I claim is— o .
The combination, in a corset, of a supple-

~mental breast- pocket per manently secured to
‘the inside of the breast-pocket at both ends,

but I believe that I am | and composed of the central horizontal rib, ¢?,

the upper part formed of a fabrie, C/, and an

edge rib, ¢, curved downwardlyat its ends, and |
the IQWGI'Inrtlormed ofatabrie,(C, and an edge
rib, ¢, curved upwardly at its ends, the two "
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pieces of fabric being stitched together at or

near the central rib, cz and adapted to bear
~against the upper and lowerparts of the fabric -

ot the outer pocket, substantially as set forth.
~In testimony whereof I affix my mgnatme 1n

| presence of two witnesses.

()HARLOTTD A MOGED

Witnesses:
- MELVILLE MCGEE.
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